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1] Messrs Johnson and Tamaunu. at the conclusion of the Crown case in the
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jury trial over the past few days you pleaded guilty. as you know, 1o charges of
th

intentionally and in a manner likely to injure endangering the safety of persons. On
13 May 2008 at Tukao in Manihiki, you dug holes in the runway of the Manihik

Airport and planted uto. or young coconut plants, in those holes.

[2] You. Mr Okotai, were charged with inciting or counselling Mr Johnson to
commit the offence of endasgerma transpert. that being the offence the other two
faced. And by way of a directed verdict. at the conclusion of the Crown case, you
acknowiedged that the elements of the offence were made out and you have no

defence. The jury accordingly convicted you.
3]  All three of you now come before the Court for sentence.

[4]  Interms of the elements of the charge of endangering transport there was, as
the Ruling said at the conclusion of the Crown case, no doubt the offence had been
committed, The digging of holes and the planting of utc in the runway were actions
which are forbidden under s 225{1)}a) and (b} of the Crimes Act In digging those
holes and planting the uto there was no doubt that the actions were taken
intentionally. In fact at public meetings cn Manihiki heforehand you had notified your
intention to do just that. And there is no doubt that those actions, at the time of the
digging and planting. were likely to injure or endanger the incoming Air Raro Flight
GZ710 on its way from Rarotonga to Manihiki via Anutaki.

{51 No one who has ever flown in an aircraft would fail to doult that the most
hazardous part of air travel is taking off and landing, and that the ca;:ss;:s\ of a pilot
of an aircraft landing at 150 knots — 220 kilometres an hour — {o do anything to avoud
any obstruction or deficiency in the runway is excegiis&a&y limited, almost to
vanishing point. So the likelihood or the pos

more importantly. danger to the passengers and crew is very ohvious indeed.

[6] Soit was clear at the end of the Crown case that the charges were made out

and the reasons you had for digging those holes and planting the utoc were irrelevant.



=

t Mr George's

z

T
i

i1 was

of course.

rd.

A

€S, you
advice that you pleaded guilty.

H
3

he offence.

4
L

H

i ut

0 maxKe o

X

You dug the ho

+

¥ pd it 4 o ot g 4 R 2 %
2B 5522w T 5% 52T B voo g oo 3
eren L el it ~ - d Rl v pe b ik
R B T S <R [ A % 7 wm EERE % @ s £
z ¢~ o9 By T L2 T 2 o 5 o 0 5 u ¥ 2
5 6 2o & & 3 0 oy w2 8 & ¢ g T o5 & 2 & ©
\‘MWM S Y e e N“ n J— E k% st gu ol whwrn s VQkM \l\;)
%o oLos 8 % 8 w ®» o = A < w o £ = 9 g %

g ¥ pent 1)) bt ) | W + ot [is] %
A & " T 5 L £ e o “ 1Y o ¢ . e &
SR e & < . - brd W e ’ “ pis i oL el by
A PR S w S e ? = s o Tow T T 7 S o it

O 6 T N B TR TN 8 3 > < 2 £ 9o M
o = 5 = ‘ o A 5 oo L2 2z ¢ £

o At - “ s ) 2 b b - o : b s

L= s S =S R c & & o 2 0 R T = T - &
) ) 4 . < [42) i ) ¢ LR el AN B ) y @
B A G S Lo a2 8 - B O 5 2 2 35 4
< v 8% o 3 & a8 o g E° S

TR = 3 @ g ® g . - S -

ave o

#

¢
S

<

U
re

P L " " €%

- p v Y w0 A = B O ® 3% Lo 0O &
w o O < 4 o o - o B SRR ') TR iz B S SO ¢ ]
= gy @ L & iy D6 B D T e @ A Q O b o
Hen s g ko b s3] et LT S © A e e
) g owm W 8] e w2 L B -3 5
- v oG 2 oz N R NI TR s St 0
. =Ss o - O v P mc mm Ty . (63 o M
e o s 0 ol e, i P ; 4o g, - 3 4y T
& 8 £ ®© = © & S 0% ¢ 8 o B 6 T g & c

- m L 1y L @ F ) 5 3 B :
T R =T S v . IR =R S A [ s gy L2 - [T Y [
& P T S S oy =R E® o o & [ A= S s S
A G S O G4 o A A R A S wow 9 Y = -
P o c mﬁ s . o, o o ) o 2 (o e el P (13 s @ el P
Fons il 3Y) s bt At -, - tfs g | i b4 ¢4} PO o M Fa (@]
F SR S S A s S T 3 o PR I %5 W R

" . [ - " e h} Sl s e S s Vs hever

£ 8o 5 & 8 0L = e & £ o & o £ @ o

3 & - - O e 3, ® A - bk B B

ourt's visi
&
gf
o
h

@

h

o]

O 5
- tn 2 ; = 4 © ey W% m 5w
£ 0 B2 E 5 8 9 2 o & w5 £ e g 0® = o v Yo
e D A o = &0 2 e g 8 o 9 9 2
6 £ 9w B % Low 20D s o0 Y oe o we v = 5 a £ @ Lo
. € 2 oo ow g o wm W QO 4 & © O v 2 D 8E g M
2w m (SN R o £ 82 P w 9 g & e 9 £

& o g 5 0 o e D o ol & O 5 % &

5
d
d
A
:
t
LSS
s
[
}
&
:
=
o

3

a
d
Mr Geor
rs would
a
a
e
s

~

> .
\ S R : £ O F ©
. 5 £ 0 < b = o o ooz Q9 @
B e e > & mv g £ CE b = g
P by : A 0y S o
8 L2 = 3 . % fe A M g & 3 o
£ Ee + 3 ? e o v =
@ a L 9 o @ = g % & 5
) 2 v & o 0 : O
I w
&
0 2

f all tho
C
retfevant
nt asking fo

Certainly

number of telephone calls early
Secondly. even h

could doubl the sincerity of your view
our righis as owners

who heard the evidence an
have understood that the pr

me
and Bar at the conciusi
id we

because no governmen
government was simpi

reason that you acknow

changed forever ar

.
< ; 3
) a - . " od
£ 0 &K o4 & C p g = > &
§ 29 e £ §8% & g &
- E &t W oL B o) D = h = o oy
7 o 2 o & 2 5 = ey o 0 5 ® O ] ;,
et O = o £ £ o byt « %02 S @, 6 M > & ho



e o =2 a w© D 2 o v
3 = = S £ pe & D =
m._\w; o mU 177} - Nod N L w@
@ O & b4 . - = = £ "
; P It Y e P ‘
o > @ @ £ o ® s g £
ﬂ.: _.Q :u «Nu 2 . Mun ;fn‘. .iéw B
@ ‘ @ o) = # " s g o
Ié) & @ ) " e W A 74
© e o o © @ =
E ® o 5! © £ (! S
@ - o & s £ £ =
e v - had P . , 1%}
) = i 1Y & = s @ ©
o o @ e ot o © o -
N o s ; e £ =0 o
& 48 e > #) ) : o ©
5 » o c w o & U £
© < . = © S 2 Q. @
o e o o0 - o s [ S} b
% o o8 [ e ()] “ ek %
s = @© o & £ o5 £
o a 4 s W % @ O b
35 G o - O ks > 5 W
et o ot s ¥, ¢ s, g
ey T w b e 2 PN wo»
; - , g £ 507
& G 2 o > . e g 5 2
ot m e e prs \%f o f b 13
@ ® oo z M % © O B
@ = @ & - =@ W
w T o) o = R 5
it b o B o o 70 0]
3 35 @ £ o 9 P T L
" . - e 441 h b s 2 %) \ .,
¢ S B zow 0 P o &g 0 L&
© W v B 3 0 =g e
£ ™ A ® 2« O . 2
2 L@ M O & B og = > B0
Rt Z ynh . ., \MHH“ P vy "y “
m o m wnm » Mm 3 m o Mm © MC
g 5
E7)]
S
4
e
<

id was

:?\w " m‘d o] ., M\WM ..KMU ﬁmw
& b2 & e

t
H

~F

5

idge would have

t
H
d

has had the probably

o

H
what you d
ce the events givi

1

y decided to turn back

t

{
A
eing progressed - and ask

possibility the J

[

3
{

So
doing

that as lay-folk, landowners wit
eso

been danger to himsel’,
issues on Manihiki re

\n
43
oot
j o
b
Ya
]
=
{3
o“n
Ly
o
g
721
e
forin
w
Pt

be spen
Judge of you
b

not have taken place.

g
understandable.
what you di
vears sin

at
es ha

remains undetern

L ol

ol £ B
puiy 193] ooy o iy Bumsr s 1
N © N o © e & T @
>, = .= + >, i h . LW

N
7

and thus

le to spend the
it safer

making

ort,

e’

he black pearl industry

&
AN

3

h
t be in ne

+

progressing bof

8

or progress made on that issue
money it hoped to spend on

what you wanted but

who migh



Ka

3

and Ral

@
g
=
e}

{
i
H

ii
i

g

he Crown.

6]
£
ol
&
@
L.
@
&
@
&t
4
£
£

conclusion and { ca

respons
can go to jail
Man

in

AN

i
&
Swssorsh

99

s

%

0
o
b
@
g
W
L
c

3

of t

d

T
G °
i 2
5]

© U



[eel

8
e
3
o

17
0
9

v
H

mover

=8
0

dises airer

jeopar

hat |

¢
T

&
Pl
(o))
i
N
O
£
T§

/
a\

Y

s

-
g
-

g s

ST LSIEIBRALeLEMNS LN T A AL RN AT AN

Hugh Williams J



