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SENTENCING OF THE HONOURABLE CHIEF JUSTICE TOM WESTON 

 

[1] Mr Taru, you are here for sentencing today in relation to some 15 offences, All of 

which are essentially dishonesty offences. Two of these are burglary and the balance are 

being party to a burglary.  

[2] The offences all took place between January and April of 2014. In each case, you and 

others targeted tourist accommodation and stole various items from that accommodation. You 

pleaded guilty to these offences and you are of course entitled to a discount for that early plea 

of guilty. 

[3] The Crown has submitted that the pattern of offending is serious and towards the 

higher end of this type of offending. They describe this as a sustained criminal spree and Mr 

Rasmussen, your counsel, did not seriously disagree with that description. 

[4] The Crown went through the various aggravating factors in its submissions referring 

to the fact that tourist accommodation was targeted and, in a large proportion of the relevant 

cases, people were asleep in the premises when they were burgled. The Crown also notes that 

on one night alone, you and others broke into nine different units in the space of a couple of 




