IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE COOK ISLANDS
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' GEORGE TAORO JAMES BROWN
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DECISION OF THE HONOURABLE MR JUSTICE COLIN DOHERTY J

[1]  Mr George Brown, I gave a sentence mdlcauon to your Counsel yestexday or the day

' before, in 1elat10n to this chen ge of 1ece1v1ng

-_'[2] He made certain submissions to me and I gave him an indication that I would be
“minded to exercise my discretion under Sect{on 112 of the Criminal Justice Act to discharge
you provided certain things were done. Those ceitain things were the donations to charity of
an amount representing the value of cigarettes received. I had formed the opinion at that time
over the submission of the Crown, which was for a conviction for you but I formed the
opinion that likely the consequences of a conviction outweighed your culpability in all

respects.

[3] I took into account that you are 47 years of age. [ was told that you had an

unblemlshed record other than for an assault (common assauh) whele you had pleaded

g .gu1Ity and had 1ece1ved a suspended sentence That iead me o the view. that that was.a. .

relatively minor nature.



4] I took into account your standing in the Community and your recognition, that in a

business sense you ought to have known better than to have taken this opportunity.

5] What I was not made aware of at the time was that you do l_1ave another matter be_fore
the Court. That is a significant factor in the exel_'cise of a _diseret_i_on sﬁc_h__ as the ong that I
| _.in_di_cated I was intending to exercise, because it said something further to me about your
Jawfulness and being a good cmzen Unfortunately, Counsel did not tell me about that and T
'dld not know until this mommg By then you had embalked upon makmg donatlons in

excess of $6 500 to each of Punanga Tauturu 111001 pmatecl who are a Women s Counselhng

. Centre and deal with matters of domestic vmlence and to the Are Pa Metua Chantable T1 ust o

_ 'who deal w;th day to day care of the elde:ly, two 1epatable and wofchy chantles

- [6] = 1have no option now but to honour my part of the bargain because these people have

now the expectation of those cheques and those monies being honoured for their purposes.
[71 - So I'make those comments, but I am able to exercise my discretion in your favour.

'[8] You have publicly _stb_od and atoned for y_bu_r crime by entering your plea of guilty in
this Court this morning; You have pleaded geilty and admitted it; and you have made those
substantiai donations. You have saved ﬂle st'éte the cost of a trial and in view of all of those
things and notwithstanding what was left out I really have no -option but to exer cise my

discretion pursuant to Section 112 and you are dlscharged w1th0ut conwctlon

[9] You may stand down.

“Colin Doherty J




