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[1] Davida Teaurere is before the Court on a range of charges, some of them very serious, 

and they are made more serious by the fact they have occurred on a regular basis over a 

period of 2 years dating back to May 2015.  Over those 2 years Mr Teaurere, a young man of 

17 years, has become a recidivist offender. 

[2] The most recent charges are CRN 116/17.  On the 19th March 2017 Mr Teaurere stole 

property to the value of $1,330.  That is an offence that carries a penalty not exceeding 5 

years imprisonment. 

[3] CRN 218/17 relates to a burglary on the 6th April 2017, carried out jointly with an 

associate at the Sava Limited warehouse in Nikao.  That offence carries a maximum penalty 

of 10 years imprisonment.  I take that and the other burglary charges as the lead offences. 
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[4] In addition, Mr Teaurere has to be sentenced this morning on 18 other offences.  I do 

not propose to particularise each of those offences.  They are excellently summarised in an 

annexure to the Police submissions filed in this case and I do not hear Mr Short for the 

defence to query that summary.  It will be annexed to my Sentencing Notes.  The list includes 

5 charges of contempt of Court, breach of curfew, for which the maximum fine is $100 or 

imprisonment not exceeding 6 months.  But the seriousness of that offending is that it 

indicates Mr Teaurere’s complete disregard for compliance with the law.  He offends, he is 

placed on bail, he breaches his bail conditions, he thumbs his nose at authority. 

[5] The offences further include: 

a) Three charges of being a party to the offence of burglary, maximum sentence 

of 10 years imprisonment.   

b) Eight charges of burglary, maximum penalty of 10 years imprisonment.   

c) One charge of unlawful taking of a motorcycle, maximum penalty of 5 years 

imprisonment.   

d) One charge of being found unlawfully on property which carries a maximum 

penalty of 3 months imprisonment or a fine of $40. 

[6] As I have said, I do not propose to traverse the detail of the offending involved in the 

total of 20 offences.  Police advise that it is difficult to place a precise value on the amount of 

property taken but it is estimated to be a minimum of $4,000. 

[7] Mr Teaurere’s offending seems to have been aggravated by the company he keeps.  

Lonely in his own home with a difficult relationship with his stepfather, he has chosen to be 

outside his home and in that process has engaged with an unsuitable group who have urged 

him to be involved in alcohol and sniffing glue, and encouraged by those additives he has 

embarked on a raft of opportunistic offending. 

[8] I take into account that Mr Teaurere is only 17 years old, having been born on the 24th 

July 1999.  He has been offending in the way I have described since he was 15.  Given the 
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seriousness of the offending the Children’s Court has declined jurisdiction which is why Mr 

Teaurere you are before this Court for sentencing today. 

[9] As I have said, Mr Teaurere, your offending clearly shows you have little regard for 

authority.  The purposes of a sentencing are to hold you accountable for your actions.  At the 

same time, given your youth, I must impose the least restrictive outcome.  

[10] The Court is prepared to be, and usually is, very lenient towards young offenders, 

particularly where the offending described shows youthful indiscretion or plain immaturity 

resulting in impulsive action.  We all make mistakes and the Court is very ready to recognise 

that. 

[11] But in sentencing you, Mr Teaurere, I cannot overlook 2 years of recidivist offending 

on a serious scale.  The sheer number of the offences elevates this offending out of the 

ordinary. 

[12] Mr Short, on your behalf, has said all he can and has described the care with which he 

has ensured that you understand these charges, or at least try to understand them.  I emphasise 

it is utterly necessary that you understand that you are in a serious situation and if you cannot 

change your lifestyle you are looking forward to a very grim future.  It is essential that you 

understand the need to look at other ways of living out your life. 

[13] Taking into account your youth and the guilty pleas to all these charges entered after 

Mr Short had explained them, I sentence you Mr Teaurere to 2 years imprisonment.  That 

sentence is imposed concurrently on each of the burglary charges.  On each of the remaining 

charges, the sentence is 3 months imprisonment to be served concurrently. 

[14] I request that the prison authorities do their utmost to ensure that Mr Teaurere 

receives counselling and ongoing guidance.  He will not achieve a change in his lifestyle 

unless he has guidance.  He has come from an unsettled background but fortunately has the 

ongoing and loyal support of his mother.  She will stand by him, but she cannot stand by him 

unless he is prepared to make changes for the better in his future.  He needs every help to do 

that and I hope the prison authorities will be able to assist.   
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