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An Act to make provision for a systenm of local

government

(8 November 1966.

- -

DE IT ENACTED by the Legislative Assembly of the Cook

Islands in Session assembled, and by the authority of
same, as follows:

1. Short Title, Commencement and Division

into parts - (1) This Act may be cited as the
Local Government Act 1966.

(2) This Act shall come into force on a date to be
appointed by the liigh Commissioner by Order in Executive
Council and different dates may be so appointed for the
purpose of different parts of this Act.

(3) This Act is divided into parts as follows:

Part 1 - Island Councils
Part 1I - District Councils
Part JII - Villuge Committees
Part IV -

Miscellaneous Provisions.

2. lnterpretation

mAriki®
with

means a person who has been invested

the title rank or office of Ariki in

accordance with ancicnt custom prevailing
in each of the Cook Jslands:

"Clerk in Charge" means u Clerk in Charge
duly appointed under the provisionps of
the Cook Islands Public Scrvice:

"Constitution" means thce Constitution of the
Cook Islands as contained in the Schedulo
to the Cook Islands Amendment Act 1965
together with any amendments to such
Constitution:

"Cook Islands Public Service" means the
Public Service defincd jn Article 72
of the Constitution:

"Financial Secrctafy" mcans the officer for
the time being in charge of the Department

of Treasury in,the Cook Islands and
includes any officer in the Cook Islands
Public Service who executes the office of
Financlanl Secrotary during any vacancy in
that office or during the abscnce or
incapacity of the holder of that office to
perform or oxerclsc on his behalf or in his
sload any functions, powers or duties conferred
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or imposed on-the Finuncial Sccretury

» by the provisions of this Act:

"lHigh Court" weans the lligh Court of the
Cook Islamds defined in Article 47 of
the Constitution:

"Iligh Conmissioner" means the lligh
Commissioner of the Cook Islands duly
appointed under Article 3 of the
Constitution:

"Minister" means the Minister of Social
Development duly appointed under Article
13 of the Constituiion:

"Minister of Finance" meuans the Minister of
Finance duly appointed under ArLicle 13
of the Constitutiomn:

"Minister of Justice”™ means the Minister of
Justice duly appointed under Article 173
of the Constitution:

"Resident Agent" meuns a Resident Agent
duly appointed under the provisions of
the Cook Islands Public Service.

PART T - ISLAND COUNCILS

" 3. Island Councils Reconstituted - The constitution,
functions and powers of Isliund Councils

shall be as prescribed by this Act,

4, Island Councils to be Bodies Corporatce - Every
Islaml Council shall be a body corporate with pcrpetual
succession and a common seal and,
provisions of thiis Act,

subject to the

sulny; and being sued, of borrowing money, and of

. and suffering all such acts and thiupgs as

may lawfully do and suffer. .

I

5. Mowbership of Islund Councils - (1) Th
Island Council shall consist of the following members
elected under the provisions of sections 6 and 7 hereofl -

(a) Three members representing the Constituency

of Takitumu:

(b) Three members representing the Constituency

of Te-Au-O-Tongus

(c) Three wombers represecnting tho Couslituoncy

of Puaikura.

(2) The Island Councils other than Rarotonga shall

consist of the following meombers:

(u) The Arikis of the Island (if ‘any) who

shnll have np right to votes

(L) The total number of electcd members
for each iasland as set out in the
First Schedule ito this Acti and
clected under the provisions of
sections 6 and 7 hereof,

! shall be capable of acquiring,
holding wund disposing of real and personal property,

a body corporate

¢ Rarotonga
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at the date of coming into force of this part of this
Act the High Commissioner may by Order in Executive L
Council direct that an Island Council be established ar
subject to the provisions of this Act and in such 23: b
order shall appoint the date of the first election and i‘ %
the constituency and number -of members to be elected i
in all other respects the Island Council shall be [“y

!

|

(3) In any case where there is no Island Council }

constitued as provided in subsection 2 of this section.

6. Elections - The whole of Parts I, III, IV, V and
VI, and that part of Part VII being section 83 to
section 88 ((both inclusive) of the Electoral Act 1966
shall apply to this Act provided that any reference to i?j
the words "Legislative Assembly" in the said parts of i

the Electoral Act 1666 shall be read as a reference to Eih |
*"Island Council”. ’

, ol
o

7. Constituencies ~ There are hereby established for i‘ |
the purposes of this Act the constituencies specified .

in the First Schedule to this Act.

-

8. Chairman and Deputy-Chairman of Island p
Council = (1) There shall be a Chairman of each i
Island Council who shall be elected by the members of t
the respective Island Councils and shall hold office ;
for a period of twelve months. 1

(2) Each Island Council shall from time to time LI
appoint from among its mewmbers a Deputy-Chairman of I R
the Island Council. During any vacancy in the office :

of Chairmen or whenever tlhie Chairman is unable to . !
act whether by reason of absence or otherwise the ) ’
Deputy~Chairman may exercise and perform all the ;
powers and duties of the Chairman.

(3) The Cheirman shall preside at svery meeting :
of the Island Council at which he is present. In the ]
absence of the Chajirman and Deputy-Chairman from any “
meeting of the Island Council the members present | T
shall select one of their number to be the Chairman jw i
for the purposes of the meeting. ‘“‘ (

(4) At any meeting of the Island Council the L
Chairman shall have a deliberative vote and in the

|
case of an equality pf votes shall also huve a casting }”
vote, '

9. Functions and Powers of Island Councils - (1) The
\ functions and powers of Island Councils other than the

Island Councils of Rarotonga, Rakahanga and Mitiaro
shall be -~

L e S A

(a) To assist the government of the Cook I
Islande in the good rule and government i
of the island: o
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(L) To carry into effecct administer and
enforce the provisions of ordinances
and bLylaws of the Council:

(c¢) To provide for tlhie recreation public
entertainment and instruction of membors
of the public and to establ-ish- conirol
and administer public reserves, parks
and sports and recreation grounds of
every kind including beaches and whetlhier
vested in the Council or not: : :

%d; To prevent and abate public nuisances:

¢) To provide regulate and control public
lighting:

(f) To protect preserve and promute the
anenities ef the island:

(g) To erect establish and acquire cold
storage, packing and storage shcds,
cargy sheds, i{ractors,. machinery and
any works having for their object the
exercise of the functions and powers
provided in this subsection: .

(h) To establish market places and market
buildings and to provide ull such
facilities as may be necessary or
convenient for holding markeils thercin:

(i) To receive advise on or determine any
matter or question referred to the
Island Council by a Village Committce
or any one or more of them within the
island:

(j) To give directions on any matter Lo any
one or more Village Committeus in the
island:

(k) To settle disputes oT dif
Village Commitiees:

(l) To hear and deternine complaints by 2
Villape Committee against any resident
of the Village:

(m) Subject to the provislons of se
of thie Cook Islands Act 1915 to make
muintain manage and control all roads,
wuays, streets, footpaths and placcs
to which the public have access in the
island the management and control of
which is not vested in ler Majesty:

(n) To provide facilitics for the disposal
of refuse and sewerage:

(o) To provide paintuin improve and conti
any public cgnvcriielces:

(p) To pruvide maintain improve and control
any water works or water supply:

(q) In Islunds other than Rarotongza to
consiruct improve extend and maintain
any hurbeur boal passage or wharf

\ and provide and maintaln beacons buoys

{ferences between

ction 6O

ol

and other aids to ships and any buildings

instullation and ogulipments in or upon
any such harbour boat passa{;o or wharf:
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(r) Gu make matntan inpioeve and conirol
pmblis drains in tne tulomd and
requira the making naintenance und
connections to publications of such
“private drains as it thinks fit:

Provided that the Minister may by written notice
to the Council exempt any road drain public _regervo, Sl i
native reserve oOr public building from the provisions ' | 1

of this socction.

(2) The functions and powers of the Rarotonga Island F
. o

Council shall be -

(a) To cooperate with District Councils h
and Village Committees in the Island )
of Rarotonga in the excrclise by thiose
bodles of tho funclions and powers
vested in them by this Act: ;

(b) A1l those powers and functions vestod - !
in Islond Councils by subsection 1) : Cl

} of this section except paragraphs

(e), (3 (k), and (1):

{c) To recelve, consider and act on in respoct ‘
of any recommondation request or matter ’ |
from or concerning @ pistrict Council ‘[
or any one oI ioro of thom: '

(a) To hear, determine and settle any
dispute between two or more District

i Councils.

(3) The functions and powers of the Islend Councils
of Rakahanga and Mitioro shall bo -
(n) All those the powers and functions vested

in Islend Councils by subsection (1) g
4

of this section except paragraphs (1),

J | (3), (x) and (1)
(b) All thoso the powers and functions vested
in Village Comitlees by sections 67 g
N
i |

and 68 of this Act.

10. By-luw making powers = (1) Each Island Council shall o :
' have power to make, alter ond revoke from time to time i !
by=-lews for any of the following purposesic< H

(a) The good rule and government of the

island:

{v) The more effectual carrying out of
any of the objects of this Act and
of any of the functions and powers
conforred on Island Councils by this b |

o

! : Acts

(e¢) Reguleting
Act: .

(d) Imposing tolls, votes, dues, fees,
fines, taxcs, paymentn and other :
cherges other than duties and . o
tariffs of Customs on goods imported ‘
into and exported fyom the island,

any subject matter of this L
i !

A ]
P and for the use of any building or

A : R . .
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ameniiy providud hy the Council
o the Islund:

(n) Repgulating: controlling or peouibiting
any ooty matter oF tiinge nsaally
the « bject mtter ot loeal cantrol
or p-iblbition in respeet vl thoet
181l e -

(!") Ropgulast ing controlling or prohibiting
the display nf sinns, posters,
placards, Handld 1Ys, writies,
pictures or duvices for madvertisinge
of anv kilnd any where on the 1s]and
where the pubilliec have acceuss or say
snoe and whelher on private ‘property
crown land or othorwise howsoever:

{¢) Requiring the owner of any land not
vosbed in llev Miajusty to Temove lower
or trim to the sutisfaction uf the
Council any tree, shmb or hedge
overiumaln: ot interfering In any -
way with traflle ji or thu lirhting
on any place to which (he public
hiave secess lncluding any road way
strool or footpath:

(n) Hepulating conltalilng or prohiliting

“any acl, matte: arp thing in relation
to any subjuet wmalter proe:s ribed in
that bohalf by repritlations miade under
(his Aci: .

(1) Regulatiug controlling or prolithiting
any of the subject, matters reculated
controlled or prohibited in any
Ordinnnce of tho Island Council in
opsration at the coming into force
of this Act:

(J) Providing repulating controlling or
prohibiting any subjoct matter
spocified in section 9 of this Act
or in connoction thercwlth:

(k) Repuluting controlling or prohibiting
the use of any reserve park beach
sportspround recrealion ground cometery
public hLullding, public place or other
land vested in or under the control of
the Island Council: '

(1) Regulating controlling or prohibiting
the use of and the construction of
anything upon roads ways streets
footpaths and land to whichi the public
have access:

(m) In all islands other than Rarotonga
regulating controlling or prohibiting
the use of harbours boat passages whoarves
bnildiyr s dnstallations ecquijment
1ip0t e sund launchos and imposing
tolt wd dues on all persons using
any 1 bour boat passage whiarf or
installation or any equipasent provided
Ly tho [sland Council 1n or upon such
hurbous boat passage installntion or wharfs
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(n) Providing for the inspection of any land
bufldin~ or Preaises for any of the
Purpose« of this Act pr Ay hyelow
thereunder: . .

(o) Roequirliy; the Temoval of any prowth oy . . J
3

thing on any land buflding or premises
which mav constitute aodingier o) be o
a flre harard to other property or mumlicrs
of the pulilie:
(p) Reulat {n, funtiolling or Prohibiting the ‘ -
: storngen of dangerous roody or materials K
of any 14, which are of b dntlamemal Jo
Natura or wi:ich ure Yikely to causge or s
tdd tho spiond of fire: :
(q) Ropguletin: tontivlling prohibiting o L
lieenning Ttdnerant truders hawkoers and I
podlauryg; i
(r) Ropulutln: wma controlling the burinl of : |
anlonlg, !
(a) Repuliot iy rontivoll Ly or prehibiting the R |
dupusit or accumulatlion or dispors:l : . I
I
[

on any vacant lund within the {slandg or T
17 the soa wdjucent thereto of refuso i .
tarbage or mubbisl, of any description:
() Ropgulating: controlling prohibltding or .
licuusing the kouping of mny nuiimals
reptiles Lirds or bousg
(u) Rogulut tue countrollim: or liconsing any
markvt planco or bullding orovctod by : ! ,
the Isaland Council and imposing tolls ‘ *
ad duvs {1rom all porsona exposing or ‘
offering for sule withiin any market
plice. or mnrket bulldlwy: oods porumltied
by the Council to be sold thioroin and i g 3

AR sl S g [T

ropulatlnge tha lotting of atalln for :
the disxplay und sale of such rooids, I o
[ I

(2) & by-Inw miay apply to tho whole Islamd or to S
my spucifiod part thereof, ' ‘ N ‘

e e ok oy

(1) The Island

| ; -
| 1. Penaltion for lroach of By-laws =
Council ony, by by-law, prescribe a fine or imprisonmont i

vr both for tho bLyansch of any hy-luaw made Ly the Counecid
before or after the coming Inte force of this part of this

Act,

(2) The moxtimum ponalty which may be so praescribod, :
shall not excood - ‘

(n) In the cane of an individuul, imprisonment o
for o term of throe nmonths, or u {inc of !
one lauidred pounds and, whore the offonce ‘J ' |
is a continuing one, a further fina of pil
ten pounds for overy Jdoy or part of a Ly
day during wbich the offence has continucd:

(b) In the case of a body corporate, a fing of |
five hundred pounds and, where the offonco 1
1s a contlnuing ono, o furtber fine of
twenty pounds for every day or part of a
day during which the offence hns continued, \ i
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12, Printod cojdes of_by-laows = The Island Council ~hall
canse printed ecopics of all by=Taws 1o be kepl o the
offico of tho Council and to bu sold at a raessenable
churge Lo any parson applying for samo.

13. Procadurs to mal s by=lis = (1) By=davs anall be
misde only dn the manner and subject to the conditions
following:-

(a) Thev siinll be made only by gpoebal
opduer:

Providod that i peblicly et iyt the resolution
making the order §1 afin]l not be nece s ta osat torth
the whinle of the propored Ly=low 1t the abject o purpert
of the somee bsoatabad and 17 & cog ol the proposed
hy=]1nw I=s dopoaitod ot the Gtidee of the 1o Tanw Ceanedld
or at smsowe pince in the fodid ety ed duov e
pot1fiesation and fa openn to tha furppes 1t ion ot the publilce
during: ot flve honee tor wt leaast tesntyelnht days
frgnod I ntoly pioceding the meetlipe Al <hilch ihe rosolutian
Ia tn Lie pansaed:

(1) The proposed by=taw may he amendod at the
meeting at whlelhr the runolut lon mak Lo
thoe Speclal Urder 1o paaaand at any timg
prior to the pausing ot the resolutdons

(t) (1) No by-law «hiall comu fnto forco uuluny

il untll tt han boen apjnoved by
tha inl-ter of Jusidoes
(li) A copy of uverv prujueaed by=1ow aliall
s Torwarded to thu Mindeter ol Justlco
Lanedintely pyior to tho patilie
ol lflcatian thoreo!,

() Any bLy-law may Loy tihe samrtegy o allored ar

revokoud,

(1) A Special Ovder Ia o made by resolntion of the
Istamd Conne gl pac-nt at o n mect biys ot thn o P11 calded
for the purpose held pot soaned than twantyslont cluar
doya after public notlee of the place data and o tor
the woeting aball have been plven, Pubd be notlee shiall
be cdven fir ad ) dstands other than barofongsa by
nftivisy: the notjoe of the woealing le the Notlcs Noagad
Puntslde Lthe offlicu of the Haealdent Apent opr tha Clerk
tn Charpe ase the cansn may by ) tn the cane of
Rurotonga by publiashlng the notjce In tho Cook Dolands

Neows nowspapernr,

the Paivof of hy=Jiws = The production of any docuront
purport by, to be a printoed capy of any hy=lavw {n whale
or tu part under tho authority of this Act and Lo ha .
seinlnd wlth the Cowmmen Seal ol the lsland Council shall
unti! the contrary s shown be sufficiosnt vvidenco of
the by-law having becen July miule and that the sane dualy
came into forcoe on the day mentlioned in that bebalf in
that copy of tho by=luw,
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15. Saving of existing by-laws and ordinances -~ (1) All
Ordinznces Dy-laws Rules and Herulations in force in any
Island at the commencement of this Act shall so far as
not inconsistent with this Act be in force with#n the
Island until superseded by by-laws made undor thils Act
and shall be as valid and effectual as if made under

this Act and may be proved and enforced in manner herein
provided.

(2) This section ahall extend and apply to any

Ordinancos bylaws Rules or Rogulntions made LY Islnnd
Councils.

16. Limitations affocting by-lawe ~ The powers of making
and enforcing by-laws shall be subject to the following
limitations and provisionsi-

(8) A by-lnw shall not Le valid {f 4t is
manifestly repucnant to the laws

of tho Coouk Islajuls or the provisions
of this Act:

{(b) Ko by-law shall be valid if a breach
thereof would involvo a broach only
of sowme religcliousn or moral rule,

17. Linbility for breoch of NDv-~lnw not to relicve
from othor Linbility = Nothing in this part of this
Act or in any by~law mude thorsunder shall be.doemod to
reliove any person {rom any ponulty or nction to which hn
would otherwise bo linble in rospect of anytlhiing done by
him in brooch of wumy such by-law,

18, Extonsion of Ny~-low mnkin; powoer to associatod
Islands -~ The power to make by-laws and the
application of by-laws by any Island Council shall eoxtond
to any inland associpted and administered with the 1sland
in raspect of which the JXelend Council is appointed,

19. By-law brenches and offounces punishable
in the Jiigh Court = (1) Subjoct to tho provisions
of this Act every offonco against or breach of the
provisicns of this Act and every offence against or
breach of any regulation or by-law mado pursuant to the

powers conferrcd by thie Act shall be punishable in the
High Court of the Cook Islunds,

(2) Notwithstanding any provision in any other Act
or Ordinance in ferce in the Cook Islands any informatioun
in rospoct of an offence under this Act or breach of any
regulations or by-laws pursuant to this Act shall be

laid within twelve months {rom the time when the matter
of the informntion arose.

20. Membors to toke Oath of Alleriance = [1) No member
of an Isliand Council shall be permitted to sit or vote
theroin until he has taken and subscribed the following




fath belaore 1t ih

r,

and Lear tye

Panndlastone e, namely -

poMEELT that T Wl 1l Lo Tatthfui
sllepiance 1o iler (o!; His)

Uajerty (apecyq. the name of thg redlaning
Sovex'oinn, 8 thust  Queon Elfzaveth the b‘ucond),

Mor (o1 Hin) 1 g and successors, according
law, g haly we God,

to
(Z’) Every such monber shall

be entitlod us or right
to muke higp n(fir’cunion, instead

of taking an oath,

(3) Evisry such affirmntion shall be gns followst

I, v flncerely promiso and affim
and shinll tien Proceed with the words of the

CAMN prascribod Ly subsecct jon (1) of tuis soction,

ot ting any words of Ilmprecution or calling to
vitnons,

(&) The 1ypn Commisyloncsr is hereby empoverod nt his
dlacretlion to Hpelnt any porson tn administor the onth
Ot nffirmattone froovidud for fin thia roction,

21, Mnc!hg'a_o_r Islnndg Councils

- (1) The first mesting
of w®nrh I'llnn.:l Couneil -

{o) ror the tslund of Rurotonsa nnd-any 1mlnng
In roapacy ap whiceh an Islnnd Counni}
*hall heraafter he Appointod pursuint
to the provisions of this Act ghall be
held at winch time nnd ploce am tho Minister
appointsg
(b) for thie Islandg of Hitdnreo and Rakualianga
shall Lo held nt such time nny place
s Lhe rospoctivao Clorks in Chirpe of
the {alandg of Mitinroe and Raknhinga
nppolints
(e) 1n 111 otner €asos shnll be held at such

timo and pliuece ns tho Reosident Agont
appoeintna,

(2) Thoroafior meelines shinll be held ot such times
And plares as tho Irlund Council or the Chalrmnn thoreof
rrom time to {1ime "Ppolnts provided tnst if the Chalrman
fuilas to call n merting of the Council on Lelng roquuastod
80 1o do by two oy mure membe1s thoroof then the Clerk
A thre laland Council] ahull forthwith call o meetln:
Upon scecelving a wirltten roguest 80 to do sfipgnod by
two 01 pmure nenbers,  Sael “ritten request «hinll ntate
the ruasons 1oy the requent 4y the proponud hunfuass

of the roetings and no otiter buuinnag shall ho deult
with ot wucely moet j.,

{(73) At overy Jaland Counci!, hals the mombars of
tho Counell annly fora a quorumn, Any proportion of
n whole numbar shall bo taken to the next hinhost wholg
nuambaor, .
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C(4) Every quesntfnn before an
ba derided by

A magority of votes
ot a weetins of t}e
4

Island Counciyl shill

§
of thy Qoewmbory present |

imland Councyl, Except 43 otherwisge :
provided )y Pararrapy (4) of suliscction 2) of soction §
of thia Act all rmenlegy

P

Al the I'siang Counciy shall have

equal vVoting powegs,

22, A ointment of officers - (1) There a)n
Cler for %ach Isliand Conhcil who sh
of the lalang Counell nndg act in an

when required Ly the Island Councy])
i appolnted in the followinc DANNOT) -
(a) In the came of RNarp
appointed by the
subject top the
: Ministor,
(v) 1n the came of islandn othep than
i - Rnrotonan he whinll ne the Rosidont ‘
Arent or Clork {n Charre or othor £l
moritber af (g Publie Sorvice {n

chinrge of 1,4 I'slondg na the casgq way
be,

|
all be a Ly
all keop the records o
advisory Capacity
and who shal) be

épproval of the

.(2) Tho Tronasurer ofr ¢
of Rurotonnn shall
]

e Islund Counci}l (g
the canmes othor tha

be the i nianed ol
n Rurotorypx shall

thic caso !
Sorrotary and 4in “w
be the Clerk, p

Ject to the approval
officers or servants

and may at any time ramove Buch officer 0
or servant, ;
(4) one person

]
may be sppointed to held two Cr' more E
offices under thisg soction,

(5) suen other i
shall pe paid such: salary op allowunces ag the Islond
Counciy shall out p

the approvail of
the Ministor docide,
]

Uso or Common Son}
1 shaly not beo aff
Pursuant to 4 resolution
e¢xecution of any document gp scaled shal
; by the Clerk and one menmbo

Counei

xod teo any. document snve

of the Islang Council, and the '

1 be altented l

24, Form ofr Contracts - (1) Any contract wihyey,
between Private Persons must lLg by deod ahall
by an Island Council, be 4

n writing under the
of the Islang Council,

(2) an
must be gj
\ g if mado Ly

seal of e

|

h

1f made !

v if wode I
conmon senl

i
Y contract vhich,
gned by the pbartie

3 to be charge
an Island Council, be either un

WO TR
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tea Gr mere wcsbers of the Islinag
Cenreil wn Lenlf of and by Jdiroction
o thr lelaud Council.

(1) Any contract which, If nade Letween pri\':\ib poersons,

Fry be made orally oy be ~imilerly cade Ly or on bohall of
the lalad Councll by 1he persnns apocified in subsoction
(2) bhereor, reapcctively, lut ne oral contract sh:dl bo

mnde for any aun exceeding tveriy pounda,

(h) The Inalaond Council muy by widtiig, wuler lts common
genl, capower any person, elther penorally or lu rospect of
any sepecified matter, to cxocute instrmwmonts cn its bohalf.
Any instruocent ezocutsd on Lohalfl of the Ialand Council by
any pernson so empcwered sholl bind the Island Councll and,
if exocuted ns n dood, shall have the same effect as if it
were under the common sonl of the Island Council.

(5) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this
section no contract muode by or on bohalf of the Island
Council shall be invalid by reason only that 1t was not
mnde in the mnnner provided by this section, 1f it was mode
pursuant tv a rosolution of the Island Council or to give
effect to & resolution of the Xsland Council.

25, Coznmittoes = (1) The Island Council may from time to
time eppoint standing or speciul commitices consiasting of
any members of the Islunnd Council ond any refor to such
committess any matter for conslderation or inqulry and report
or for tha purposc of porforming nny act which, in the )
opinion of the lsland Council, is more convenisntly performed
by & Comnittso.

(2) Pvery corrmittes so appointed may ba diasolved or its
functions transferred to any Pthcr committeos so oppointed.

(3) Every comzittee sahall be subject to the control of
the Islnnd Council and shall comply with all directions,
genernl or spocinl glven by the Island Council in the
exercise of such control.

: (h) Any committee mny co-opt advisecrs, whother members of
the Ialnnd Council or not and whother employcec of the
Cook Islands Public Service or not.

(5) Tha Islund Council may appeint a mombor of any
committoe (o be the Chairman thoreofl or may authorise any
Committeo to appoint onc of its membors to be the Chairman:

Provided that no member shull ‘be Chuirman {or more
than two committecs &t any one tlmce

(6) Any Committec moy from time to timo appoint n
Deputy~Chairman to act in the abscnce of thoe Clinirmun,

{(7) The Island Council s):el]l dotermine the quorum of
every committee.

(8) BEvery Committee mny mest [rom time to time and muy
adjourn from plnce to plnce but no business shall be trans-
acted nt any moeting of a committee unless the quorum of
membors fixed by the Islpond Council 1s present,
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{9) Every question before any committee shall be decided
by a majority of the votes of the Island Council members
present, The Chairwan of a Committee shall have a
deliberative and a casting vote,

26, Minutes ~ Minutes =hall bs kept cf every meeting of
each JIsland Council or any committes thereof.

27. Standing Orders « Subject to the provisions of this
Act the Islarnd Council may from time to time make Standing
Orders for the regulation and orderly conduct of ita
proceedings and the despetch of business and provide in any
such Standing Orders for the suspension of members
wilfully and persistoently disregard the provisionas of thia
Part of this Act or the authority of the Chairwman,

or
obstruct the businoss of the Island Council) cr any committee
thereof,

who

2B8. Suhsidy pnynble to Island Councils - (1} There shall
in rospect of each finenciocl yeor be poyable to each lsland

Council by wuy of s=ubsidy such sum as the Minister of
Finance detesrminns,

~

{2) The finoncial yenr of the Ialand Councils ahall * i
cormmence on tho i1st day of April in one year and sapire i

on the Jist day of March in the following year both days’
inclusive,

29, Noumuncration of ITsland Council Membors « HMembers of !
the Ialand Council many be pafd such annunl nllowance out ’ ) !
of tho funds of the [sland Council as shall be fixcd from i
time to time by Order in Executive Council topfether with R :
a sitting nllowance fixed likewlise for each day or part 1‘
of & dny during which the members mre required to attend . i
any weetling of the Island Council or Committee thorcof mnd ! -
do so attend provided thnt any member who is a momber of I

[
the Cook lslands Public Service shall receive the annual A
allownnce only,

[
ISLAND COUNCIL FINARCIAL PROVISIOKS i

90. Island Council fund - There shall be a fund for cach Sﬁ &
Island Council to be called the (Name of Island) Island |
Council Fund consisting of the following moneysi- B

i“
(1) All monoy received by wey of appropriation from !
the Legislative Assembdbly.

{2) All coney received by way of loan. i

I
{3) All revenues of the Island Council. K i

(4) A1l cepitel receipts to which the Council may l; \
be entitled, ) :

31. Revenues of Island Councils - The revenues of each }:
Island Council shell consist of - )

(1) All grants, donations, contributions, subscriptions
and endowments,

: e

(2) A1l rates, licence fees and other fees, tolls, \E }
dues, fines, taxes and other charges and forfeitures : l
levied or recocvered under any by-law and any other sums \1

L
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whatsocver to which the Council may bLe entitled under
any by-law, - ;

cround fecs and other profits derived

(3) Alt rents,
rround or other property of -uny Kind

from any recreutlon
vestod In the Gouncil.

(") A1l muney rrceelved on ucecount of or in councvction

with any service carried out by the Council under the

powcrsa vestod in it by this Act.

- -
on any mone: Lelonging

oviafon L= made dn
enactment.,

{5) A1l $nterest curmod
to thnr Counril oxcept where other pr
repgard therecto under this Act or any other

(6) A1l other revenuos whinch the Council may lawfully
dorivo under this Act or any ovther cunctmnnt.

2, Island Counci! Account - (1) ALl monecys forming
part of an lsland Counril rund shall be depoaited with
the Treasurer and kept fn a srparate account to Lo known
an the ® {Name of I«land) Inland Councll Actouatt,

(2) No num of money shall be drawn out of an Island
Council Account rnve by resolution of the Councll and
the Troensurer «hall pay out no atiel num excopt on rocoipt
of n copy of that resoluttion cortificd ns corroct by the

Clerk.
of lund - Any money formingeg part of

fmmediately required to bo
s of tho

33 Invantment

oxpoended tn the dlacharpe of the function

GCouncll may be invosted by tha Council) -

(n) In the o=t Offtee Savings Nank,
linrotunoang or

(h) In auch other manner as ooy from
time to time bo approved Ly the

Hinister.

3h, Norroulng Power - (1) It shall bo lawful for any
Island Council to ratse lonns from time to time for
the purpose of works or sorvices which the Council
hins puwer to carry out or tu establiah, oacquiro or

maintoin under this Act.

Joun shall be raisod except pursuant

{2) Ko mureh
lnw mado by the Island

to and In accordance with s by-
Council in that Lehnlf,

(3) Any ‘such by-law shall specify the purpose,

amount, and the terms, conditions and stipulations of

the proposed loan.

such hy-law to the
pursuant to scction 13
by a report petting out

(’l) The prescntation of any
Ministor of Justice for npproval
of this Act shall be nccompanicd

(a) The amount of any debt then dun by
the Isiand Council and the
sufficiency of tho security for
its repayment: )




supplementary
to the Financtal

Wy

(b} Ay hegepgy LS BT TS|
publ- 1y,
the Toan g g,y endad;

(c) A drtatlaen estinate of (e
duration ufl the wOI'ky py-
projerct ¢np which thn
is to be cxpended,

-bo ey ved thepw
of maintennnen,

Lo aeerge {2 Lhe

Projoct ror which

[RIT
m0at and
other

Broposed loap

any revenues o
from and (e cost

- -

35. Ertimaten -

()) Subject
subsecction ijf

to thn pProvisions of
of thisg section

+ 8ach laland Council
ahnll'during th of every financial year,
chuse an eatimage to bhe prepared of apli proposcd

expenditure andg all expected recelpts of the Council}
during that year, showinpy Repnrately -

(a) Any numa or money re
Purposes of capitn
exprnditure respoe

{b) Any sum of mone
PUrposos;

(c) The estimnted roceip
sourcos;

(d4) The amount (1f any) by which
arnregate of the proposod
oxpenditure oxecao ’rernte
of tho sums spne

cified in Paragraph
(b) and {c) of thin subsoction,

quired for t}e

1 ang revonue
tivoly: '

Y nvalluble for thoma

ts from gl -

thae

ods (he arp

(2) Any deficiene
Council for the Irece
soparately and shall
pararraph (a) or {(v)
the cnae moy be,

Yy or surplus in the

dine Cinancial year ahall be shown
farm part or thn sumn spocifiod in
of subnroction {1) or this soction an

Tovenues of the

oatimate witn
Provisions of
estimato,

propare a mupplome
cutionn, to i)e
In rospoct of tho original

the necessary modify

ntary
thin moction

¢cannet be prepnreod within tho
(1) of tnis section,

aftor the first montd
nowly olectod pursuan

his scction,

in subroction
© pPrepared within ono

Councii reconstituted
rovisiuns of this Act,

timo specifioed
it shall b

ne of the
t to tho p

mapde,
an:

(5) Any catim

ate or supnplement
under this soctio

n shall be confi

(6) It shall not be 1o
any cxpenditure out of fun
Asrembly ¢xcopt in accord

wful for the

da granted by
ance with
estimate, as the

Council to incur
the Legialative
an cstimate or -
transmitted
ant to the provisions of

¢ase may be,
Secrctary pursu

»)

“a.
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subnection (5) »f this scction and approved by the
Miniater as the case may be:

Providec i:at the Council may in any financinl
year out of i¢s rcvecnues gvailable for general purposes
expend for purposcs for which no provigion 1is made in
the entimate our in any supplementary estimnte, a sum
or sums of moncy not exceeding in the aggregate one
hundred pounds.

36. Accounts - (1) Subject to tho provisions of
subnacction (2] of this section, each Isiand Council
shall keop such accounts and balpnce them in such manner
as may be directed by the Finarclal Secretary subject to
thc‘concurrcnco'of the Audit Office.

(2) Preper and complete rocords shall be kept of all
atores in the possession or under the control of the
Council, of all other a=sets and of nll liabilities of
the Council, and cf mll sums of money received and
exponded by the Council for the purposes of this Act.

(3) The accownts of the Councll shall bo sublject o
audit Im ¢thke =ame manner tm nll respects as if the
monoys e miores of the council ware public monoys ond
storos withiz the moanlfme of the Cook Islands Treoasury

Rerulatienm, TPNT,

(4) Any momber, elector, rate-payer or croditor of
the Council moy, nt all ronsonable time and for
ronsonable perioda, inspect tho mccounts of the Council
and take copioe from any poart theroof.

37. Annual Neport - (1) within throo months after tho

expiration o1 onch financianl year each Islond ouncll
aball furnisl. to tho Minister a report of thoe proceodings,
opoarations and transpctions of tho Councll during the
previoun financlal yenr togother uith a copy of the
accounts for that ycar.

(2) Tho roport shall bo furnishod notwithstanding
that the nccounts may not have beon guditod but in any
auch caso an oxplanatory note to that offoct shall be

incorporated.

(3) 1f by a subscquent audit 4t is found that
emondments ars roqulred to any asccount asttached to the
report the Council ghinll furnish the osmonded figures or

nccounts withi such oxploanatory notes as it decems

nccossary.

(4) Capies of the maport shnll be supplied by the
Council to the Ministor fipr the requircments of the
Government of the Cook Inlands and thoe Legislative
Assembly and adequate stocks of the report shall be -
maintotnod ot the office of the Council for snle at a
ronsonable ~harge to any porson applying for coples.
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38. Island Counclls to malntain existing roads, : Co

reserves, npublac drajns and srivites =--Each Island W
Counecil shall malntaln such roeads, poblic rescrvcs, Nativoe i '
rescrves, drains, public conveniences, street lighting i
end refusnc disposal facilities existing at the date of Y
the coming into force of this Act in at least the spme o
condition and tu the same eoxtent as at or prior to that i
date and the Minister shall indicate in writing whaot iﬁ |
roous; public re~crves, draine, publjc convenlences (I i
end other ameni{ties are to be su maintained. Therecaflter ﬂw '
the Council may mukko =such ecxtensions and improvements | f
to ronds, pubLlic reserves, Native reservea, drains, }H
public conveniencon, strent: lightlng snd refuse disposal “\
focilitics as it thinkes fit. :

32, Tsland Counclls may require owners of lands v
in cortnin canes to provide private drpinsg - (1) Any ﬂ‘*
Island Coancld mny, by notice in writing, require the ﬂ:y
ownear of any land to do all or ony of the following things ]j
within the msurvey buovundoary of that lantd: o

{2) To provide, construct ond laoy =z : A
privato drain from any land or i
bullding which is not droined |
to thno sntisfaction of the
Councll ond to connect such drain L
to any pubLlic drain or water coursei ¥ ‘ ,

{p) To clonnse and ropair or to relay or : o
alter the courso, dircction and Y
outfall of any private drain: ! !

(c) To connoct any exlating privato drain Lo
witli any public drain or watcer course: g

(d) To aoxocute, provide and do generally [
eny works, materials and things which L
in the opinion of theo Council aro o
nocessary or cxpodient for tho L,
drainagoe of such land,

{2) The Council may, in tho cxercise of tho powors
conferrced upon It by tho last preceding subsoction, in i
liou of requiring eeveral owners oach to provide,
construct and lay a private common drain ond to connect
such drain with any public drain or water coursoe,
require owners;- '

|
(a) Jointly to provide, construct and b
lay n common privatoe drain through
such of tho secparately owned lands I
as the Council thinks fit and to ‘
connect such private drain with any L
such public drain or water course i
and, - L
(v) Severanlly to provide, construct and I
lay o private drain from the land |
of which cach is the owner and to :
\ connecct tho sowo with the privato
common drain.
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{1) rhe g ennlerred apon the Connecil by
Prracraphe (h), {c) and (d4) of autisectiong (1) o€ thin
ssectlion way alae Le exevelaed with 1espert Lo privote
dynins provided, constructed and 1atd amnder the tast

precodingg subsection, -

(4) kvery notice, under thidu scetion shall specify
the works, moterials gad things (o dwe executed, provided
or done thereuuder, and the publile droin or watcrcourse
with which the private drain is required to be connected
and shall limit a time within which the works, materials
amd things shall be so excouted, provided and daonc,

(%) If the owner falls to do any work specified in
the notice and as therein dirccted, the Council may,
1ir 3+ thinks t1t, cause the same to be done und'muy
recover from bhim the costs and capenses of the work,
topether with five percentum of Lhose costs and, expenses
for supervision and interest at the rate of slx percentum
per anpnum on the total sum until payment therceof. VWhere
any work done by the Council pursuant to this subscetion
is on account of several owners, the Council may
apportion the total amount as aforesaid between such
owners and the amount so apportioned to each such owner
shall he the amount recoverable from him.

(¢) (a) Where any existing private drain
passes ihrough or serves separately
owned lands, or any new private ’
drain is required by the Council
so tu pass through or serve such
Yands, the Council may, pursuant
to a resolution on that behalf of
which notiice shall be given to the
owners of the lands affeccted, execnute,
provide and do all or any of the
works, materials and things which
the Council deems necessary in
order that such drain shall be
elficient and without nuisance:

(v) The Council may imposoc upon the
owners of such several loands all or
any part of the cost of such works,
materials or things in such
proportion as appears reasonable.

(7) The Council may, by resclution passed at a
meeting of which at least fourtcen days public notico
has been given, declare any common private drain to be
a public drain.

(8) Nothing in this part of this Act shall authoriso
the entering upon any land witlhiout the consent of the
owner, except for the making of surveys, but if any
public druin is at any time put in or under any private
land with such consent, or if it 1s nccessary to cause
work to be dono in aoccordance with subsection (5) of
this section, or if a privatc drain is dececlared a public
drain in accordance with subscction (7) of this soction,
tlic Councll may enter theroon to repair, mointain or
improve such drain. ‘
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PART I1 - DISTRICT COUNCILS

" b0, Constitution of Districts - There is hereby
established in the Island of Rarotonga three districte as
follows:

Takitumu District
Te-Au-0~-Tongo District
Puaikura District

which shall comprise the lands included in the Conati¥uenciea
of Takitumi, Te-Au-0-Tonga and Puaikura as set forth in
the First Schedule to this Act.

4y, Constitution of District Councilg - There shall be
in each DI{strict a Council known as the District Council
constituted as follows:

{a) All Arikis who traditionally derive
their title within the District:

{(b) Erch member of the Rarotonga Island
Council representing a conetituency
of that Council wholly or partly
within the Digtrict and

(c¢) Not more than thrpe members from each
Village Committee within the District
as constituted by this Aot.

42, Term of Office ~ The term of offic€ of members. of
a District Council other then en Ariki shell in the case
of a member from the Rarotongn Island Council coincide with
his term as a member of that Council and in the case of
a member appointed by a Villege Committee be at the
pleasure of the Village Committee appointing him.

43. chairmen and Deputy-Chairmen - (1) Bach District
Council shall from time to time appoint from among its
members a Chelrman and a Deputy-Chairman of the Council.
During sny vecanoy in the office of Chairman or whenever
the Chalrman 1s unable to act whether by reason of .
absence or otherwise the Deputy-Chairmen may sxercise
end perform all the powers and duties of the Chairman.

{2) The Chairman shall preside at every meeting of
the MMatrict Council at which he is present. In the
abeence of the Chairman and Deputy-Chairman from any
meeting of the Counoil the members present shall select
one of their members to be the Chairman .for the purpcses
of the meeting. '

{(3) At any meeting of the District Council the
Chairman sbgll have a deliberative vote and in the case
of an equality of votes shall also have a casting vote.

L4, Mectings of District Councils - (1) The first
meeting of each District Councl] ehall be held at such
time and place as the Minister appoints.
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(2) Thercafter meetings shall be held at such times
and places as the District Council or the Chairman
thereof from time to time appuints.

(3) At evory District Council, six members shall
form & Quorum, L -

(4) Every question Lefore a Distriet Council shall
be decided by a majority of votes of the members present
ot 8 meeting of the District Council. All wembers of
the District Council shail hasve egual voting powers.

{(5) If the Chairman fails to call a meeting of a
District Council when requested so to do by any three
members theoreof then tliec Secretary shall forthwith
call o meeting upon receiving a written request so to
do signed by throe mombers. Such written rcquest shall
state the reasons for the request and the proposed
business of the mectiny and no other business shall be
dealt with at such mecting.

(6) Minutes shall be kopt of every meeting of cach
District Council and sny committee thercof,

45, Appointmont of officers « (1) Each District Council
may subject to the approval of the Minister appoint a
secretary and such other officers or servants as il thinks .
fit and may at any time remove such sccretsry, officer )
or servant.

(2) Onc person may be appointed to hold two or more
offices under this section.

(3) The secretary and such other officers or scrvants
as aforesaid shall be paid such salary or allowances as
the District Council shall out of its funds with the
approval of the Minister docide.

(L) Tho Secretary shall keep a1l minutes of mecetings
and records as are necessary to fulfil the functions of
his office and sh&ll carry out such further duties as.the
District Council shall decide. s

(5) The Treasurcr of cach District Council shall be
the Financial Secretary. ’ :

L6. Subsidy payable to District Councils = (1) There shall
in respect of each financizl year be payable to each
District Council by way of subsidy such sum as the Minister
of Finance determines.

(2) The financial year of the District Councils
shall commence on thie 1st day of April in one year and
expire on the Jist day of March in the following year
except in the case of tho flrst yoar of the oxistence
of District Councils when the financial year shall commence
with the coming into forco of this part of this Act and
expire on the J1st day of March following both days inclusive.
\-
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47. Punctions and Powers of District Councils - The
functions and powers of District Councils shall hbe:

(1) To receive advise on or dectermine any matter or
question referred to a District Council by Village -
Committees or any one or more of them within the District.

(2) To refer and to make recommendations on Aﬁy
matter to the Rarotonga Island Council.

(3) To give directions on any matter to any one or
more Village Committees in the District.

(4) To settle disputes or differences between Village
Committees in the District.

(5) To hear and determine complaints by a Village
Committee against any resident of a Village.

(6) To impose fines for breaches of any rule,
regulation, ordinance or by-law contained in the Second
Schedule to this Act and any further rule, regulation,
ordinance or by-law which the l{igh Commissioner may by
Order in Executive Council add to such Second Schedule.

L8, Procedure of District Councils - 4 District Council
may regulate its own procedure and may act .on such
evidence as it thinks fit provided that on the hearing
of any compleint or charge in respect of an alleged
breach of any rule, regulation, ordinance or by-law the
following provisions shall apply:-

(1) The person against whom a compleint or charge
is mado shall have rcasonable notice of the breach allecged
and a reassonable opportunity to be heard in his own defence
before any fine is imposed.

(2) Upon being satisfied in any proceeding before it
that a breach of any rule, regulation, ordinance or
by-law has been committed the District Council may
authorise the taling of proceedings in the ligh Court in
respect of the breach or it may in its discretion impose
on the offender subject to subsecticn {1) of this section
a fine not exceeding one pound. )

{3) No fine shall be imposed by the District Council
under subsection (2) of this section if the person charged
elects to be dealit with by the High Court and before
imposing any fine the District Council shall make known
to the person charged or against whom a complaint is made
his right of election.

(4) No fine moy be imposed on any person under this
section for any offence in respect of which proceedings
have been commenced or taken before the lHigh Court.
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(5) Where a person fails to pay any fine duly
imposed on him by a District Council under this section
the amount of the fine shall be recoverable in the High
Court as a debt due to the District Council by the person
so feiling to pay the fine provided that such person may:
defend the proceedings and in any such case the matter
shall be reheard by the High Court which in its discretion
may give judgment for the amcunt of tle fine or for such
greater or lesser amount as it thinks fit, or may give
Judgment for the deflendant provided the High Court shall
not in any event give judgment for a greater sum than
the amount of the fine if any prescribed foir the breach
of the rule, regulaticn, ordinance or by~law in respect
of which the proceedings are brought.

(6) A District Council may subject to any direction
by the Minister delegate its authority in any proceeding
in which a person is charged with or against whom a
complaint is made of a breach of any rule, regulation,
ordinance or by-law to a commitiee comprising not fewer
than four members of the Distzdict Council and the
investigation of the breach and the determination of any
fine by that Committee sliall ior the purposes of this
section be an 1nvestigaticn and a determination of the
District Council.

(7) All proceedings before a District Council in
respect of any breeach or alleged breach of any rule,
regulation, ordinance or by-law shell be insgtituted and
prosecuted by or at the request or on behalf of the
Village Committee of the Village in which the person
cherged or against whom the complaint is made is resident
unless the District Council shall otherwise direct
provided that no breach shall be prosecuted by a Village
Committee against a person who is resident of another
village unless the Village Committee of the village in
which such person is resident shall have been informed
and been allowed to appear in the proceedings before the
District Council if it so wishes.

(8) Tre amount of any fine imposed by a District
Council in respect of any proceeding pursuant to this
section shall be paid by the offender to the District
Council and sheall form part of the funds of the Council
or may be transmitted by the District Council to the
Village Committee which instituted or prosecuted the
proceedings as the District Council shail decide.

. (9) A pistrict Council mzy sue and be sued in the
High Court in the name of the Council,

(10) Nothing in this section shzll derogate from any
powers of any officer of police.

L9, Remuneration of Chairman of District
Councils =~ The Chzirman of a District Council may
be paid such annual allowsnce out of the funds of the
District Council as the Council from time to time shall
fix not exceeding £50 in any .nc year payable by equal
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quarterly inatalﬁmnt: provided that eny Chairman who
is slso in receipt of peyment &s & member of an Islend
Council shull not recsive tha mmun.l allowanoe.

30, 0%3£§°‘§ -~ (1) 2 District Counocil may from time
to time appoint stemding or special ocvmmittesa comsisting
¢f any membera of ths Distrioct Council and may Tefer to
euch committees any matter for consideration or inquiry
or report or far the purpose of porforming eny sct which
in ths epinion of the Council mav be mors conveniently
porformsd by & committise,

{(2) Every committes 80 appolntad may be diesclved
or its functions trensfzrred to muy cther oomittu 80
appointed, :

{3) Bvery committes ahall be sukjsct to the control
of the District Council and eshall comply with =1l
dirseticns genersl or specisl givan by ths Couneil
in the gxercise of sueh oextrvic

(k) Any comuittee may oce-op advisers whether um‘berl
of the District Counoil or not.

(5) The District Council may appeoint & membsr of any
Committitee to bs the Chalirmmn the:sei or may authoriss
any cbhwmmittes to appoint one of ite members Cheirman,

(6) The Distriot Councii skell determine the quorum
of gvery vommittes. : .

{7) Every committes mey weet from tims to time and >
may adjourn from place to plsce but no bueinass shall
bs transancted at any meeting of the committec unliess &
quorum i=x present, .

{8) Every committeée nay haar snd receive such avidenos

‘and represzenistiona ap it deezs necsrgasy or sdviasble -

to assipt it Ln its delibaraticns.

(9) Bvery questicn befoze any dommittes shall be
deoided by & majordity of votee of tbs Council membsrs
prosent and iu tbs svent of an sguelivy of votes the
Cheirmen shali have & centing vwote & wall & &
deliberative vota.

DISTRICT COUNCIL FIKAKUIAL PRQVISIQNE

514 Ristrict Ooupcil Fund -~ Thers chall be a fund
for each Disirict Council tc be called ths gﬁma of
District) Distriot Council fund voneisting of ths
following wmonecyst= '

(1) 211 moneys rescived by way. of subaidy from
the Miniatour,
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( ) A11 moneys received by the Council from any
-fines o proceedings in the High Court or any service
carried out by the Council pursuant to any of the
functions or powers vested in 1t by this Act.

(3) All interest earned on any money belonglng
to the Council. .

.52, District Council Account - (1) All moneys-forming
part of +the District Council fund shall be deposited with
the Treasurer znd kept in a separate account to be known
&s the (Name of District) District Council Account. A

{(2) No sum of money shall be drawn out of a District
Council account or paid to any person save by resolution
of the Council and the Treasurer shall pay out no such
sum except pursuant to such resolution.

53. Investment of Fund ~ All money forming part of the
District Council fund shall be paid into the Cook Islands
Government Treasury as the rinancial Secretary shall . .

direct.

54, Estimates (1) Pach District Council shall during
the first month of every financial yvear cause an estimate

to be prepared of all proposed expenditure and 2ll expected

receipts during that year.

{2) Particulars of any deficiency or surplus in

expenditure and income for the preceding financial year
when applicable shall also accompany the estimate.

‘ (3) The estimate and deficiency or surplus provided
pursuant to subsections (1) and {2) of this section shall
be confirmed by resclutiion of the District Council and
forwarded with a copy of the resclution to the Finanoial

Secretary without delay.

55. Accounts and Audit - (1) Fach Dietrict Council shall
keep such accounts and balance them in such manner as may
be directed by the Financial Secretary.

(2) Each District Council shall appoint subject to
approval by the Financial Secretary an auditor who 'shall
hold office until after the next audit of the accounts
is completed to the satisfaction of the Financial
Secretary, or as he shall decide when the auditor shell

be eligible for reappointment.

(3) The accounts of each District Council shall be
audited annually as directed by the Financial Secretary
and shall be certified by the Auditor as to their
correctness.

(4) If for any reason the anditor shall cease to act:

during his term of cffice a new auditor shall be appointed
for the rest of the term by the District Council subject
to approval by the Financial Secretary.
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56. Annual Report - An annual report sghall be furnished
to the Minister by each District Council and the’
provisions &6f Section 37 of this Act shall apply to - such
report as if the wecrds "District Councilrhad been inserted .
in Section 37 in place of the words "Island Council®.

PART III - VILLAGE COMMITTEES - -

'57. Village Committees - (1) There shell be in each
vilizge of ~the Cook Islands a Committee called a Village
Committee established in accordance with the provisions
of this Act. o ' '

(2) The village Councils described in the Third
Schedule to this Act in the Islands and pursuant to the
by-laws also set forth in the sald Schedule shall 'be
deemed to be duly established Village Committees in
pursuance of and subject to the provisions of this Act.

(3) where there is a Village Committee on any Island
in which there is no Island Council the Village Committee
shall be administered by and subject to the by-laws of '
such Island Council as has or usually exercises
jurisdiction over the inhabitants of that island or’
if there is no such Island Council then such Island Council
as shall be appointed tc exercise such jurisdiction by
the liigh Commlssioner by Order in Executive Council.

58. Constitution of Village Ccrumlttees - Each Village
Committee shall consist of not less than four and not
mocre than twenty members who shall be elected at the
Aninual Meeting of the Village zs provided in Section 70
of this Act. ILach member shall subject to the provisions
of Section 61 of this Act hold office until the next Annual
Assembly of the Village and shall be eligible for re-clection.

59, Village Electors - Every person ordinarily resident
on the day of the election in z village shall be an
elector in that village for the purposes of this Act
irrespective of race or creed provided he is of or over
the age of eighteen years on the day of the election, and
is not ¢f unsound mind or a pcrson undergoing a sentence
of imprisonment.

60. Qualificztion of Membership of Village Committees -
Every person who is an elector shall be gualified to be a
candidate for election as a member of the Village Cormittee
in the village of which he is an elector and to be a
member of that Village Committec:

Provided that a person who is a member of an Island
¢onneil shall not be a member of a Village Committee.

61. Disqualification of Members of Village
. Committces - (1) The oifice of Member of a Village
Committee shall be vacated -

(a) If a member dies or resigns by giving
written notice of resignation signed-
by him to the Chairman of the Village
Committee of which he is a member:
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{b),If a Member fails to sttend three
consecutive meetings of the
Committee withoit leave of absencs
being granted by the Village
Committee before or after the event:
(-} If a Member is sentenceéd to a term
of imprisonment exceeding seven daysi
(d) If a member is convicted of an offence
pursuant to subsection {(2) of section

74 of this Act.

(2) If on the office of a Member being vacated pursuant

to the provisicns of this Section the number of remaining
Members is less than the minimum number required by
section 58 of this Act the vacancy shall be filled at an
Assembly of the Village to be called for the purpose
forthwith in the same manner as the Annual meeting of .

the Yillage.

62. Chairman and Deputv-Chairman - (1) Each Village
Committee shall from time to time appcint from among its
Members a Chairman and Deputy-Chairman of the Committeec.
During any vacancy in the office of Chairman or whenever
the -Chairman i1s unable to act whether by reason of absencs
or otherwise the Deputy-Chairiman may exercise and perform-
21l the powers and dutics of the Chairman.

(2) The Chairman shall preside at every meeting of
the Committee at which he is present. In the absence of
the Chadrman and Deputy-Chairman from any meeting of the
Committee the menbers present shall select one of their
number to be Chairmen for the purposes of the meeting.

(3) At any meeting of the Committee the Chairman shall
have a deliberative vote and in the case of an equality
of votes shzll have a casting vote.

63. Officers of Village Committees ~ (1) Each Village
Committee shall appoint a secretary, a treasurer and such

other officers or servants as it thinks fit and may at
treasurer, officer or

any time remove such secretary,
servant.

(2) One person may be appointed to hold two or more
offices under this section.

64, Duties of Secretary - The Secretary of each Villapg»

Committee shall -

{a) keep all correspondence, a register
of members of the Village Coummittee
and any other records as may be
directed by the Village Committee
from time to time:

{b) keep a Minute Book and shall record
in it all decisicns made by the
Village Committee and such Minutes.
shall be reud and confirmed at the
next meeting of the Village Committee
and signed by the Chairman:

A

———
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(¢) serve under the direction of the
Village Committee of which he
is the Secretary as an executive
officer in respect of the work
of such Village Commnittee generally,
and he shall consult the Village
Committee on all important matters
or report on the same at the -7
earliest possible moment.

€5. Dutles of Treasurer - The Treasurer of each Village
Corunittee shall -

(a) receive all moneys due to the Village
Committee of which he is the
Treasurer and shall make such
payments as may be authorised from
time to time by such Village Committees

(b) keep full and repgular accounts and
shall report on the finances of such
Village Committee at cach of its
meetings: )

(¢) furnish an Annual Report and Balance

Sheet to the year ending 31st March,

to the Annual Assembly of the

Village.

66. Political and Religious Activities of ‘
Village Committees ~ {1) Village Committees shall

not take part in the activities cr subscribe to the
furids of any Political Organisation and no discussion
of Party politics shall be allowed at any meeting of
the Village Committee provided that the letting of a
hall in a village to a political organisation or the
granting of permission to a political organisation to’

hold a meeting shall not be considered a breach of this
section.

(2) In religious matters Village Committees shall at

‘all times be undenominaztional.

67. Functions and Powers of Village Committees - Each

village Committec shall have the following functions and
powers: -

(1) To encourage, guide and assist the residents

in its village -

(a) to maintain and improve their
physical, economic, social and
moral well-being:

(b) to assume and maintain self-
dependence, thrift, pride of
race and such conduct as will be
conducive to their general health
and econumic advancement:

{(c) to accept and maintain the full rights,

privileges and responsibilities of
citdizenship:
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(d) to apply and maintaiw ‘the maximum
possible efficiency and
responsibility in their local self-
government and undertakings; and -

(e) to preserve, revive and maintain the

teaching of Maori arts, crafts,
language, genealogy and history in
order to perpetuate Maori culture.

(2) To collaborate with and assist the management
of schools and other educational institutions in its
village in the education, vocational guidance and
trainsnigz of the children in its village.

(3) To make recommendations to the Government through
the Minister of Social Development, or the Island Council,
or any District Council on the Island of Rarotonga on
any mattor affecting the well-being of tho residents of
its village.

(4) To essist in encouraging and improving the use
of land and the cnforcement of any rule, regulation,
ordinance, by-law or Act.

(5) To plan and help to carry out community development
projects {for the good of the village.

68. Spocial Powers of Villape Committees - Each Village
Committee shall have the following special powers which
are not in any way in restriction or limitation of the
general powers contained in Soction 67 hereof:

(a) To decide upon and carry out any
voluntury co-operative project
for the welfare of the residents
of the village:

(b) To make surveys of the population
of the residenis of the village
wlith regard to housing, source
of income, health and other
matters from time to time:

(c) To expend any Goverument moneys
made avallable tc it for any.
specific project on such projects:

(d) To raise money by means of Torms
of entertainment and bazaars for
projects to develop the village:

(e) To make recommendations to the
Housing Improvement Boaxrd concerming
applicants for Government special
housing loans:

(f) To confer, cc-operate or combine
with any neighbouring Village
Committee on any matter:

(g) To refer any matter with which it
may be concerned whether of =a
disciplinary nature or otherwise
to the Island Council or in
Rarotonga to the District Council
on which the Village Conmitteec shall
have ropresentation as the cese may be.

-t
o
— -
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69. Delegates to District Councils -,
on the island of Rarotonga - Fach Village Committee
on Rarotonga from time to time as may be required shall
elect from among its members not more than three delegateer
to the District Council provided in this Act .for the
district of vhich the village forms & part,

70. Annual Village Meeting - (1) The eleotors as
defined in Section 59 hereof in each village shall meet
at least once a year in the month of Januery such meeting
to be known as the Annual Meeting of that village.

(2) The Annual Meeting cf a village shall be called
by public notice at least seven days before the NMeeting,.
in any ncwspapor circulating in that village signed by the
Chairman or Secretary or any other member of the Village
Committee for that village. In the event of there being
no necwspaper availdble for publication of the notice
then by public notice in such manner as the Chairmen of
the Island Council for that village shall direct.

(3) The quorum for a Meeting of a village shall
for the island of Rarotonga be thirty; 4in all other
islands the quorum shall be fixed by the Island Council
of the Island. :

(4) In the absence of the Chairmen or the Deputy-
Chairman of the Village Cormmittee or a Committee Member
until the Heeting of a village shall elect a Chairman,
the person convening the meeting shall act as Chairman.

(5) The Annual Meeting of a villazge shall receive
the Annual Report and Balance Shest for the year cnded
3ist December, previously audited by the Village Committee
Auditor, elect Members of the Village Committee for the
ensuing year and consider any other matters that may be
raised and make any resolutions or recommendations that
may be docemed necessary.

(6) A special Village Meeting may be convened by the
.secretary of a Village Cowmnittee upon request in writing
of at least three residents of that village or by an - .
order of the village Committee to consider any matter that
may be within the control of the Villzge Committoe. Public
notice of such Meeting shall be given in a manner similar
to that required for the Annual Meeting.. '

(7) At any Village Meeting all persons entitled to
vote shall be entitled to one vote only on each matter.

71. Meetings of Village Committees - (1) Each Village
Committee shall meet as ofte.r as may be necessary but not
less than once every month to examine its accounts and

to errange and conduct the affairs of the Village Committee.
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(2) A meeting of a Village Committee may be called
‘at any time by the Secretary at the request of the : i
Chairman, or at the written request of any three members ‘
of the Village Committee stating the purpose for which ;
the meeting 1s required. The Secretary shall give o
‘members of the Village Committce at least scven days! Y
notice of the time, place and business of such mecting. ‘
(3) The gquorum for the meetings of each Village
Committee shall be half the number of members of that
Village Committee. Any proportion of a whole number
shall be taken to the next highest whole number.

(4) All matters before a meeting of a Village 1|
Committee shall be decided by a majority vote and each
member shall have onc vote on each matter. ‘l

72. Property of Village Committees - (1) Each Village b
Committec shall. appoint tlhirece Trustees who shall be i
members of that Village Committce and who shall jointly KR
hold in trust for the Village Committec any property ‘
including bank accounts of the Village Commnittee provided
the trustces of any bank account shzll be two members
of the-Committec and the Treasurer.

(2) The Trustees shall administer and dispose of !
any property as directed by the Village Committce.

73. Audit - (1) The auditor for cach Villegc Conmittee L
shall be appointed at the Annual Asscembly of each Village
and shall hold office until the following Annual Assembly
when he shall be eligible for rce-appointment. Any such P
Auditor appointed shall be approved by the Financial '
Secrctary. . f ‘{

(2) The accounts ‘of ecach Village Committee shall be Py
audited annually by each Village Cormittee Auditor and !
shall be certified as to .hclr correctness. _ ;

(3) If for any reason the Auditor shall cease t0 act | ot
during his term of office a new auditor shall be appointed
for the rest of the term by the Village Committee subject
to approval by thie Financizl Secrctary, ‘

PART IV ~ MISCELLANEGUS

7L, Disability of Member of Island Councils, District

Councils, and Village Cormittees having interests - : o

in matters under consideration - (1) No member of any ‘ |

Island Council, District Council, or Village Committce i

shall vote or take part in the discussion of ‘any matter ¥ e

before a meeting of such Island Council, District Council ‘ ]
or Village Committee or any committee thereof in which ;

such member has directly or indirectly any pecunlary 3 !

!

|

|

|

|

i

interest apart from an interest in common with the public.
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(2) Any member who knowingly and wilfully fails
to comply with the provisions of subsection (1) of
this section commits an offence and is liable to a
fine not exceeding £50 or to imprisonment for a ters
of imprisconment not e xceeding three months.,

{3) Every office of any member of an Island Council,
District Council or Village Coumittee held pursuant
to the provislons of this Act shall upon conviction of
an offence under subssction (2) of this section forthwith
be vacated.

75. Liabildity of Members cf Island Councils,

District Councils, and Village Committees -~ Neilther
the Chairman, Deputy-~Chairman, nor &ny member of an
Island Council or District Council o¢r Village Committea
shall be personally liable for any act or default of the
Islaend or Dietrict Council or Village Commitiee as the
case may be done or cmitted to be done in good falth in
the exercise of the powers and mutHorities of the
respective Councll or Village Committee,

7€, Privileges of Members of Island- Councils

and District Councile - {1) No member of an Island
Council) or District Council and no other person entitled
to sveak &t any meeting o1 proceeding of an Island
Council or Disirict Council shall be liable to any
proceedinges in any Court in respect of anything said
or any vote givea by him at such meeting or in any
Committee meeting of such Council.

(2) No person shall be liable to any proceedings
in any Court in respect of the publication by or
under the authority of an Islard Council or District
Council of any report, paper, vote or proceeding.

77+ Proceedinrs of Island and District Councils

and Village Committees not invalid by reuason

of irregularities ~ No Act or proceeding of any
Island Cournicil, District Council, Village Committee
or of any person acling as & member thereof shall be
invalidated in consequence of there being a vacancy
in the membership of the Island Council, District Council
or Yillage Committee as the case may be at the time of
the act or proceeding or of the subsequent discovery
of some defect with regard to the appointment of afy
menber of the respective Council or Committee or of any
person so0 acting or that he was incapable of bsing a
member of such Council or Committee.

78. Moneys payable out of the Cook Islanda
Government Account - Thsre shall from time to time
be paid osut of the Cook Islands Government Acocunt money
eppropriated by the Legislative Assembly for the purpose
of this Act or that may be appropriatsd for any purpose
incildental or related to ths purposss ©f this Aot.




Jr—

s

o
i

ol <3 gt s

Rl TTRRSS Tt a

34 Local Governmcnt 1966, No.9

79. Incoume Tax - Every Island Council, District Cduncii
and Village Committee shall be eiempt from Incowe Tax.

BO. Notices - (3) Any Notice required to be published
by the provisions of this Act and not otherwise provided
for shall be su;f;ciently published if inserted in a
newspaper circulating daily in the Island where the notice
is réquired to be published or if there is no such
newspaper or if publication in such smewspaper shall for
any reason be inadequate or unavailable then such notice
sihall be sufficiently published for all purposes if published
in the manner directed by the senior member of the Cook
Islands Publie Scervice on the Island whereon the notice
is requireéd to be published.

(2) Any notice, communication, approval or consent
required to be given or sent by cr to any Minister
pursuant to the provisions of this Act maoy be given or
sent by telegram or whereby reason of lack of communication
between any island and the island of Rarotonga this
cannot be done thereby such mecans and in such manner as
the respective Minister shall decide.

81. Repgulations - (1) The lligh Commissioner may by
Order.in Lxecutive Council and nupon notice in the Cock
Islands Gazette make all such regulations as may be
decmed neccessary ol expedient for the purpose of giving
full effect to the provislions of this Act and for the due
administration thercof. Such notice shall be sufficient
if it states that the regulations have becen made and
gives the place where copies of them can be published.

(2) Regulatinns made under ihis Scction way prescribe
for offences against the regulations punishable by a term
of imprisonment not exceeding three months or a fine not
exceeding Tifty pounds or both.

(3) A1l regulations made under this section shall be
laic before the Legislative Assembly within twentyeight
days after the date of the making thereof if the Legislative
Assumbly is in sessiocn and if not in session shall be laid
before the Legislative Assembly within twentyeight daye
after the date of the commencement of the next ensuing
Session.

82. Repeals and Savings ~ (1) Sections 53 and 54 of the
Cook Islands Amendment Act 1957 are hereby repealed.

(2) The Ordinances and By-iaws set forth in the Fourth
Schedule hereto are hereby revoked. :

(3) without limiting the provisions of the Acts
Interpretation Act 1924 as amended and applied to the
Cook Islands it is hereby declared that the repeal or
revocation of any provision By-law or Ordinance by this
Act shall not affect any document or any thing whatsoever
done under any provision so repealed or revoked or under
any corresponding former provision and every such document,
or thing so far as it is subsisting or in force at the
time of the repeal or revocation and could have been done
under thlax Act shall continue and have effect as if it

" had been made or done under the correcponding provision

of this Act and as if that provision had been in force
when the document was made ‘or the thing was done.
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FIRST SCHEDULE
2 LUULE

CONSTITUENCIES AND NUMBER OF TLECTED MEMBERS.

First Columm

Name of Islgrd

Rarotonga

Mangeaia

Altutaki

Atiu

(2)

(3)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(&)
(5)
(6)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(&)
(5)

Second Column -

Constituoncies

The Constituency of Te-Au-
O-Tonga being the Survey

District of Avarua - .o
The Constituency of Takitumu
belng the Survey Districts

of Matavera, Ngatangiia and
Taki tumu o .o
The Constituency ofwPuaikura

being the Survey District of
Arorangi .

Total for the Tsland

The Village of Ivirua .
The Village of Tamarus -
The Village of Karanéa .
The Village of Tavaenga ve

The Village of Veitatedi oo
The Village of Keia o .
Total for the Island

The Village of Amuri .. .
The Village
The Village
The Viliege
The Vvillage
The Village
The Village

Total for the Island

of Ureis .. .o
of Arutanga ce
of Reureu .o
of Nikaupa:é .o
of Vaipae .e

of Tautu .o .

The Village
The Village

of Ngatiarua ..
of Tengatangi ,,

The Village of Mapumai .
The Village of Areora .o
The Villago of Teenui .

Total for the Island

5o

(8.5).

Third Column

Number or
Electe Members

e TR N URY
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First Colwan

Nume of Island

7 -

Local Government

FiRST_ﬁﬂHEUULE ~.continued

Sc¢rond Column

Number oy
Constituencics

Mauke

Mitiaro

Penrhyn

Manihiki

Rakahanga

Pukapuka

(1) The Village of Avaavaroa 1
(2) The village of Parui .. .. 1
(3) The Village of Makatea .o 1
() The Village of Areora .. .. 1
(5) The Village of Ngatiérua . '
Total for the Island 5
The island as one constituency 3
(1) The Village of Omoka <« os i
(2) The Village of Tetautua .o 2
Totial for the Island 6
(1) The Village of Tauhunu .. i
(2) The Village of Tukao +s .o 3
’ Total for the Island 7
The islend as one constituency yi
(1) The Villaege of Ynto .4 .. 2
(2) The Village of Roto . oo 2
{3) The Village of Ngake .. . 2
' Total for the Island 6
SECOND SCHEIULE (s.b7 (6))

LIST OF ORDINANCES ANU BY-LAWS BREACHES OF

WHICH DISTRICT COUNCILS HAVE JURISDICTION TO HEAR

.
2,
3.
L,
5

Go

The Mosquito Control Ordinance 1947
The Copra Ordinance 1947

Cook Islgnds Fishing Oixiinance 1950
Cinematographic Ordinance 1951
Wandering Stock Ordinance 1651

llurricane Public Safety and Prevention of
Domage By-Law 1959

Rarotonga Fisheries By-Law 1960
Rarotonga Plant Diseases By~Law 1966

Parts TITI, 1V, V and VI ol Rarotonga Regulations
and Offonces Oriinance 1917.
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Third Coluy,
sl M0 iuinn

2532 Elected Member:
=22 100 Members
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T uD SCHLDULE (5.57 (2))
T

VILLAGE COINCTLS CONISTITUTED VILLAGE - C

CoTIUiLL

By-law creating Villare
Councils

Rarotlonga lsland Villoge
Councils RBy-Law 1966

Atiu_Villapge Councils
Dy-Law 1966

Village Councils

Niikkao
Ruatenpga-Avativ
Tattuvaine-Parelura
Tupapa-Haraerenga
Tutakimoan-Teotuce
Titikaveka
Ngatangiia
Matavera

Teenul
Mapumai
Tengatangi
AT Ccora .
Npatiarua
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-

38

1.

2.

3.
o,

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Local Gover'unent

FOURTH SCHEITLE _ (s. 82)

ORDINANCES AND BY-LAWS REVOKED

Rarotonga Island Council Ordinance 1958

Island Councils (other than Rarotonga)
Ordinance 1960 - : ’ :

Rarotonga Island Village Councils By-Law 1966
Atiu Village Councils By-Law 1966 :

larotonga Island Council Members Remuneration
and Committee Allowance By-Law 1960

Pukapuka Island Council Members Remuneration
and Committec Allowance By-Law 1961

‘*Aitutaki Island Council Hembegs Remuneration
Hy-Law 1963

Atlu Tsland Council Members Remuneration
By-Law 1963 K

Mauke Island Council Mewbers Remuneration
By-Law 1964 —_
Mangaia Island Council Members Remuneration
By-law 1966.
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