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1977, No. 20 
An Act to edteblish tho Ministry of Planning and External 
Affeirs (1 December 1977 

BE IT ENACTED BY"THE Legisletive A'asembly of the Cook Islands 
in Seesion apsembled, end by the authority of the same, ea 
followel 

PART I - INTRODUCTION 

1. Shgrt TitlO - This Act msy be,~ited ss the ~'nistry 
of Plenning snd Extarnal Affairs Act 1977. 
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2. Intprpretatjgn - In this Act, unless the context 
otherwise requiree ~ 
"Minister" for the purposes of this Act means a Minister appointed 
under the proviaions of the Constitution as the Minister in 
charge of tha Ministry: 

"Ministry" means ths Ministry of Planning and External Affaire 
constitutsd undsr this Act: 

"N.tiDnaL Planning Board" msana the committee of Cabinet membera 
and senior officials establiahed .to plan for the social and 
economic developmsnt of the Cook Islands: 

"Planning Advisory Committes" mesns the committee of senior 
Gavernment officiala charged with the responsibility of sdvising 
the National Plsnning Board on matters pertaining to the sociel 
snd economic development of the Cook Ielands: 

"Secretary" meane the Secrstery of, Planning and External Affaira 
appointed under thie Act. 

3. MiniBtry pf plannjng anij External Affairs - There 
ehall ba a Dapartment of Stata to be known as the Ministry of 
Planning and External Affairs which under the control of the 
Minister shall be chsrged with the sdministretion of thia Act 
and with such other function a ae may be lawfully conferrad on 
it. 

4. SApret'ry Of plonning ond External Affairs - (1) 
There shall from tima to tima be appointsd as a me~ber of the 
Public Service a Secretary of Planning and External Affairs who 
shall ba the administrative head of the Ministry. 

(2) The person holding office at the commencement of 
thia Act aa Chief Planning Officer in the Central Planning 
Bureau of the Government of the Cook Islands shall be deemed 
to have been appointed to the Offica of Secretary of Planning 
an~ External Affaire under this Act. 

5. pivieigns of the Minist.~: There shall be the following 
Divieione of the Minietry: 

(ba\ the Plannin9 Division 
( the St.tiet1cs Divieion 
(c) the External Affaira Diviaion 
(d) such other divisiona .. Cabinet may establish. 

PART II - PLANNING DIVISION 

, 6. fynctigne gf the Plaoning piyieign - The functione 
of the Planning Division shall be: 

(a) To act ea spermanent eecretariat to the 
National Planning Board end to cerry out 
euch functions ee may be delagated to it by 
the Boerd; 

(b) To prapare end formulate e development plan 
or plans which adequately consider and i~~e­
grate aconomic, eocial and phyeical develop­
ment within the Cook Ielands; 

(c) To svaluate, monitor and review implementation 
of tha plan or p,lane es well se prepere or 
avaluate propoeels for tha reviaion of ~\ens; 

(d) To evaluete"programmes, projecte or proposels 
aubMitted by Government departmente, outeida 
consultanta and agencise which directly relata 
to plana or which baar directly on economic, 
locial an~ phyaical dlvalopma~tl " 
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(e) to conduct economic and Bocial research 
aa well as special planning studies in the 
physical and related areae to assess pro­
bleme, development feasibility or potential, 
and aleo to provide bases for Government 
decisiona and policy formulation; and 

(f) to act as a permanent aecretariat to the 
Planning" Advieory Committee. 

7. Director pf Planning - (1) There shall from time 
to time be appointed as a member of the Public Service a Director 
of Plenning who shall be the administrative head of the Plann­
ing Division and responsible to the Secretary for the Division's 
operations. 

(2) The person holding offica at the commencement of 
this Act es the Assistant Chisf Planning Officer in the C~ntral 
Planning Buresu shall be deemed to havs been appointed to the 
office of Director of Planning under this Act. 

B. Qthe. pffice.s and emplpyees - (1) There may from 
time to time be appointed as members of the Public Service such 
other officars and employees of the Plenning Division as may 
be necessary. 

(2) All officere and employees shall act under the 
direction of the Director of Planning in the exercise and per­
formence of the powers, duties and functions conferred or im­
posed on them by enactment. 

(3) All pereona (eKcept those elsewhere in this Act 
excluded) who st the commencement of this Act are officers 
and employees of the Central Planning Bureau shall be deemed 
to have bean appointed to tha Planning Division under this 
Act. 

PART III - STATISTICS DIVISION 

9. Functipns gf the Stetietice Diyisipn - (1) The 
functions of the Statistics Division shall be to collect, com­
pile, anelyse, abatract and publish statistics with or with-
out observetione thereon, for the purpose of furnishing informa­
tion required in the formetion or cerrying out of Government 
policy in sny field or otherwise required for Government pur­
poses or for maating the neede of trade, commerce, industry or 
agriculture. " 

(2) The Statistics Division ehall be responsibla for 
adminietering the Statiatica Act 1966. 

10. Statietigs Qffiga. - (1) There shall from time 
to tima ba appointed as a member of the Public Service s 
Statiatice Officar who shall be the adminiatrative head of 
the Statiatica Divieion and reeponeible to the Secratary for 
tha Division'a oparetione. . 

I 

(2) Thera ahall from time to time be eppointed as e 
••• bar of tha Public Sarvice a Deputy Statistics Officer 
who shall act aa Statiatics Officer in the caae of ebeanca 
'ro~"duty of the Statistics Officer (from whatever cauae ' 
aria1ng) or on tha cccur~ance from any Cauee of a vacancy in 
tha po.i~ion of Stati~tica Officer (Whether by reason of. death 
~~~{~g~:!~n or otherw~e.) eo long aa euch absance or vacancy , 
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(3J The Deputy Statistics Officer, while acting as 
Statistics Officer, shall exercise the duties and shall have 
the powers of the Statistics Officer, and the fact that he so 
acts shall be sufficient evidence of his authority to do so. 

, l~. Htber pfftc5rs and emplpyees - (l) There may from 
t~me to t:mae sppo~n e as mem Bra of the Public Service such 
other o~f~cers end employees of the Statistics Division as may 
be requ~red. 

, ,(2) All officers and employeaa shall act under the 
d~rect~on of the Stetistics Officer in the exercise and per­
formance of the powers, duties end functions conferred or im­
passed on them by any enactment. 

(3) All persons (except those eleewhere in this Act 
excluded) who at the commencement of this Act are officers 
~nd employees of the Statistice Office shall be deemed to have 

een appo~nted to the Statistice Division under this Act. 

PART Iy - EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DIYISIQN 

12. Functipne pf the Externai Affeirs Diyis'pn _ The 
functions of the External Affairs Division shall be: J 

(a) to administer, co-ordinate end direct the 
Government's foreign relations; 

(b) to provide Government's channel of communi­
:ations with all other governments and all 
~nter-governmental organizations; and 

(c) to ~dvise Government on all matters relating 
to ~ts external affairs, including matters 
of protocol. 

, 13. D~rectpr pf External Affairs _ (1) There shall 
fro~ t~me to t~me be appointed as a member of the Public S rvice 
a D~rector of External Affairs who shall be the d ' , t e

t
, 

head of the Ext 1 A f' , a m~n~s ra ~ve 
Secretary for t~ernDa, ,f,a~~s D~visi~n and responsible to the 

~v~s~on s oporat~one. 

(2) The person hold' ff' 
this Act as D' t f ~ng 0 ~ce at th e commencemen t of 

Depa~tment Sh~~~cb~rd~em;~t~~n~!v:f~:!~SaWi!~~~e~he Premier's 
of D~roctor of Externsl Affairs under thi~PAct. to the Offics 

, 14. Other pfficers snd emplpye _ (1) 
t~me to time be sp oin ted __ es There mey from 
other officers endPemploye:: ~~m~h!sEo~ theiP~bli7 Servi~e,euch 
as may be neceesary. x erne ffa~re Div~s~on 

(2) All officers and 1 h 
diraction of the Director of emp oyeee s ~ll ~ct under the 
and performance of the dut' Extedrnal Af:e~re ~n the exercise 
P oaed on them by t ~es an funct~ons confarred or im­sny enac man t. 

(3) All per h . ' 
are officere snd emp;:n:e : :fat the commencement of thia Ac~ 
the Premier's Departme~t sh lIthe External Affairs Division of 
to the Externsl Affsire Div~Siobe ~stemhedDto heva been appointed 
Act. n 0 e epertment undar this 
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PART V - OTHER PROVISIONS 

15. Annual Reports - (1) The Secretary shall as soon 
as practicable after the end of each financial year furnish to 
the Minister a report on the operation of the Ministry as well 
as a report on the Cook Islands economy for th3t year. 

5 

(2) A copy of each report shall be laid before the 
Legislative Assembly within twenty-eight days after it has been 
furnished to the Minister if the Assembly is then in session, 
and, if not, shall be laid before the Legislative Assembly 
within twsnty-eight deys after tho commencement of the next 
ensuing session. 

16. Rsgylatipns - (I) The High Commissioner, by Order 
in Executivs Council, may from time to tima make all suchregu­
lations as are dsemed necessery or expsdient for the purpose 
of giving full effect to this Ac~ snd for the due administration 
thereof. 

(2) All regulations made under this section shall be 
laid before the Legislative Assambly by the Minister within 
twenty-eight days of the date of the meking thereof if the 
Assembly is then in session, and, if not, shall be laid before 
the Assembly within twenty-eight days after the date of commence­
ment of the next ensuing session. 

17. Consequential Amendments - (1) The Premier's 
Dapartment Act 1975 is amended by: 

(a) repealing Part III; and 

(b) repealing the words "Director of External 
Affairs" in sub-section (1) of section (23). 

(2) The Statistics Act 1966 is amended by: 

(a) inserting in section (2) the following definition: 
"'Secretary of Plenning and External Affairs' 
means the officer for the time being in charge 
of the Ministry of Planning and External Affairs?; 

(b) repealing sections (3), (4), (9), (35) and (36); 
and 

(c) repealing the word "Minister" when~ver it 
occurs and eubstituting the words "Secretary 
of Planning end External Affairs." 

This Act ia administered in the Ministry of Planning and External 
Affairs. 

RAROTONGA, COOK ISLANDS: Printed under the authority of the 
Cook, Islands Government, by T. KAPI, Government Printer - 1977 
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