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Publisher's 1993 Note to the Marshall Islands Law Reports Vol. 1

The development and proper operation of a judicial system in which decisions are based upon precedent, as well as upon the constitution, statutes, customary law and traditional practice, demand that court decisions interpreting and applying the sources of law be readily available for the information and guidance of concerned persons. These include citizens, government officials, members of the Nitijela, judges and lawyers. Other than a slim volume reporting a few selected decisions of the High Court, published under the direction of Chief Justice John C. Lanham in 1985, decisions of the courts of record of the Marshall Islands have not heretofore conveniently been available. This volume will remedy that deficiency with respect to the decisions of the Supreme Court issued prior to mid-1993.

The able assistance of Ms. Linda Wingenbach of the Micronesian Legal Services Corporation and Ms. Jerrlyn Sengabau of Palau and the William S. Richardson School of Law, in drafting summaries and digests for many of the earlier cases in this volume, is gratefully acknowledged.

Special thanks for their extensive efforts in preparing the material in this volume for publication are extended to the staff of the High Court and to my extraordinary secretary, Mrs. Clara Kam.

Clinton R. Ashford

Chief Justice, Supreme Court

Publisher's 2004 Note to the Marshall Islands Law Reports Vol. 1 (Rev.) and Vol. 2

As the late Supreme Court Justice Clinton R. Ashford noted in the preface to the 1993 Marshall Islands Law Reports ("MILR") "[t]he development and proper operation of a judicial system in which decisions are based upon precedent, as well as upon the constitution, statutes, customary law and traditional practice, demand that court decisions interpreting and applying the sources of law be readily available for the information and guidance of concerned persons." However, since the 1993 publication of the MILR, the decisions of the Supreme Court have not been published or made readily available. The 2004 revision of Volume 1 incorporates decisions included in the original MILR Vol. 1 and decisions issued prior to mid-1993 that were not located for the MILR's publication. Volume 2 incorporates decisions issued after mid-1993 publication through mid-2004.

The revised Volume 1 and Volume 2 follow the format, and are built upon the foundation, established by Justice Ashford and his colleagues who produced the 1993 MILR. To them all legal practitioners in the Marshall Islands owe a debt of gratitude, and I would like to take this opportunity to recognize their contributions and to thank them.

Also, my thanks go to High Court staff who assisted me in locating decisions, especially Assistant Clerk of the Courts Ms. Lena Tiobech, and special thanks go to Supreme Court Chief Justice Daniel N. Cadra, High Court Associate Justice Richard Hickson, and President of the Marshall Islands Bar Association, Scott H. Stege, who assisted in proof-reading revised Volume 1 and Volume 2, although all errors are my own.

Carl B. Ingram

Chief Justice, High Court
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