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THE ISLAN~OF NAURU. 

No. 1 of 1948. 

A N 0 R D I N A N C E 

To provide for the issue of Commissions 
of Inquiry. 

. .. 

BE it ordained by the Administrator of the 
Island of Nauru in pursuance of the powers con~ 
ferred by Article 1 of the Agreement dated the 
second day of July, 1919, between his Majesty's 
Government i·n London, His IIajesty 1 s Government 
in the Commonwealth of Austr·r::lia and· His I\1ajesty' s 
Government of the Dominion of New Zealand, as 
follows :-

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the 
Cor1mi!3sions of Inquiry Orclin~ 19'-!-8. 

2. In this brdinan6e, unless the contrary 
intention appears -

"Commission" means o. commission ·of incij_uiry 
issued under this Ordinance; 

"Commissioner" means a member of a Commi s§_ion; .-. 

"Commissioners", where only one Commiss ione~:' .' .· .. :· 
is appointed, means the Commissioner; 

11The Court" means the Central Court. 

3.-(1.) The Administrator may, wheneve~ he 0~ 
deems it advisable, issue a Commission appointing 
one or more ~ommissioners and authorizing them,_ 
or any of them, to inquire into any matter in which 
an inquiry would, ih the opinion of the Adminis-
trator, be for the public welfare. · 

(2.) Th~ Commission shall specify the ~ubject' 
of inquiry and may,. ·if there are· two or more. Comm-. 
issioners, direct which Commissioner shall be 
Chairman and may also direct where and when· the 
inquiry shall be made and the report thereof 
rendered, and whether the inquiry shall, or shall 
not, be held in public. 

(3.) Any Commission mcy te aitered by the 
Administrator 9 whether as to the ap~ointment of' a 

·Commissioner or Commiseioners or otherwise, by 
the issue of a subsequent Commission. 

( 4 .• ) Any ~ommi ssion may be ·revoked by the 
Administrator, by notice· in the ~~· · 

4. If nny Commissioner is or becomes unable 
or unwilling to act, or dies, the Administrator 
may appoint another Commissioner in his. place. 

5· The Administrator may appoint a Secretary 
to perform such duties connected with an inquiry 
as the Commissioners direct. 

6. The Commissioners may make such arrnngements, 
riot inconsistent with the terms of' their Commission, 
for the conduct of proceedings before them,for the 
times and places of their meetings and the adjourn­
ment thereof, as they think proper~ 
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7• In the Dbsence of a direction in the 
Commission to the contrary~ the inquiry shall 
be conducted in such manner &s the Commissioners 
deem nppropriate and the Commissioners shall have 
power to conduct the inquiry or any part thereof 
in Public or in private as they deem fit: 

Provided th~t the Commisssoners shall be 
E"nti tled to exclude from any inquiry any particular 
person or persons for the preservation of order~ 
for the due conduct of the inquiry or for any other 
reason. 

8. The Commissioners shall make a thorough 
investigatiqn without regard to legal forms and 
solemnities and shall direct themselves by the 
best evidence which they can procure or which is 
laid before them, whether the evidence is such 
as the law would require or 2dmi t in other cases 
or not. 

9~(1.·) ~ny Com~tssiorrer may~ "by writing under 
his hand, summon any person to attend the Commission 
at a time and place named in the summons, and then 
and there to give evidence 2nd to produce any books~ 
documents, or writings in his custody or control 
which he is required by the summons to produce. 

(2.) A summons to ~witness shall be in occora­
ance with the form in the Schedule to this 
Ordinance. 

10. Any Commissioner may administrator. .an oath 
to any pe~son appearing as n witneso before the 

· Commtssion, Vlhether the witness has been summoned 
or appears without being sum~oned, and may examine 
the witness upon oath. 

11.-(1.) Where any witness to be examined before 
the Cosmission conscientiously objects to take an 
02.th, he· i118.~' make en affirmation that he conscient­
iously objects to take an oath, and that he w111 
state the truth, the ·whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth~ to all questions that may be asked him. 

(2.) Ar affirmation.shall be of the same force· .. 
and effect, and shall entail the same liabilities, 
as an oath. 

12. Any person who satisfie.s the Commissioners 
that he has n bon~ fide interest _in the subject 
mntter of ::tn inquiry under this Ordinance, and 
nny other person by leave of the Commissioners, 
may attend the inquiry in person or may be repres­
ented by counsol or solicitor. 

13.-(1.) If any person served with a summons 
to attend the Commission, whether the summons 
is served personally or bY being left at his usual 
place of abode~ fails without reasonable excuse 
to attend the Commission, or to produce any 
documents~ books or writings in his custody or 
control which he wns required by the summons to 
produce~ h~ shnll be guilty of en offence. 

Pen21ty: Not exceeding Fifty pounds. 
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(2.) ri shall be 0. defence to.a prosecution 
under thts section for failing without reasonable 
excuse to produce ::my documents 9 books or writings, 
if the defendant proves that the documents, books 
or writings were not relevant to the inquiry. 

14. If any persona appearing as a witness before 
the Commission refuses to be sworn or to mo.kc t?.n 
affirmation or to ~nswer any questions relcvo.nt to 
the inquiry put to him by any Commissioner, or having 
attended leaves the Commission without the permission· 
of the Commis~ioners, he shall be guilty of· an offence 

Penalty: Not exceeding Fifty pounds. 

15. Any person who wilfully insults the 
Commissioners, or wilfully interrupts the proceedings 
of· the Commission, or is in 8ny manner guilty of any 
wilful contempt of the Commission, shall be guilty 
of an offence. 

Penalty: Not exceeding Fifty pounds. 

16. Any person appe.::::tring as a witness before a 
Commission, who wilfully gives false evidence, shall 
be guilty of perjury and liable to prosecution and 
punishment accordingly. 

17. A statement or disclosure made by any witness 
in nnswcr to any question put to him by a Commission 
or by any Commissidncr shnll not (except in proceed­
in~s fo~ an offence against this Ordinance) be admiss­
ible in evidence against· him in any civil or criminal 
proceedings. 

18,-(L) The Commissioners shall make a report 
of their proceedings and of the result of their 
inquiry to the Administrator and shall record the 
reasons leading to their conclusions. 

(2.) A Commissioner dissenting from the 
conclusiohs, or any of them, shall give the reasons 
for his dissent. 

19.-(1.) The Administrator may determine what 
remuneration, if any 9 shall be paid to any Commission­
er, to the· Secretary of a Commission and to any 
other person employed in connexion with the proceed­
ings of a Commission, o.nd may direct payment of any 
other expenses attendant upon carrying out a 
Commission, or upon o.ny proceedings for any offence 
under this Ordinance. 

( 2~) Witnesses who attend ·at the request of, 
or upon a. summons by, the Commissioner shall, subject 
to any order mode by the Commissioners, be entitled 
to the same expenses as they would be €ntitlcd to 
if they were summoned to att~nd the Court on a 
criminal trinl 9 and payment thereof shall be made 
in such manner s.s the Ad·ministrator mo.y direct. 

20• No proceedings sho.ll be commenced for any 
offence under this Ordinance except by the dir~ction 
of the 6ommissioncrs, who may direct their Secretary, 
or such oth<:r person ns they tj:link proper, to comm­
ence and .prosccu~ proceedings therefor. 

-------
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THE SCHEIDLE. 

THE ISLAND OF NAURU. 

COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY ORDINANCE 1948. 

SUMMONS TO A WITNESS. 

To A.B. (Name of pe~son summoned and his 
occupation and residencelif.known). . · 

You are hereby summ0ned to appear before (here 
insert names of Commissi~ners) appointed by the 
Administrator to inquire (State briefly the subject 
of the inquiry) at 
on the day of 19 
at of the clock in the 
noon and to give evidence respecting the said inquiry.· 
(If the person summoned is to produce any documents, 
add) and you are required to bring with.you (Specify 
books and documents required). · · 

Given under the hand of ; a 
Commissioner, tbis day of 19 .. 

GIVEN under my hand at Administration Headquarters~ 
Nauru, Central Pacific, this 17th day of September 9 

One thousand-nine hundred and forty-eight. 

M. Ridgway 
Administrator of the Island of Nauru. 




