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I REPUBLIC OF NAURU 

I 
 (No. 15 of 2008) 


AN ACT

I 
To provide for disaster risk management and related matters in Nauru. 

I (Certified; 18th December 2008) 

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires ­

I "Agency" means a Government Agency or non~government agency and includes 

I 

all EssentiaLServices; 


HCentre" means ,the N ationa1 Emergency Operations Centre established in 

accordance with section 9; 

"Community" means the people within a district and their community eommittee 

or elected community representatives~ 

"Council" means the National Disaster Risk Management Council established 


I under section 6; 


"Director ofPoliee" means the Director of the Nauru Police Force; 


I 

I "Disaster" means an actual or probable risk' of serious disruption to the functiontng 


of a community causing widespread' human, material', economic or enYlronmental 


I 

loss and which exceeds the ability of the affected community to cope using'its own 


resources; 


"Disaster Area" means that part or those pa11s of Nauru in which a State of Disaster 


I is declared under section 10; 


I [5187850,' 543570Bv11 

I 


Be ifenacted· by the Parliament of Nauru as follows:' 

.' 

I 2. Interpretation ­
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ofsustainable development; 


"Emergency Activity'\meiins all Agency: 


(a) 	 performing a role or discharging a responsibility in accoldanc~ 

with the Disaster Risk Management Plan; 

(b) 	 training or practising for an activity referred to in paragraph (a) 

or being on active standby duty; 

(c) 	 travelling to or from, a place where an activity referred to, III 

paragraph Ca) or (b) has occurred or is to occur; or 

(d) 	 the President exercising his or,her powers under section 10; 

"Essential Service" include~ ariy government or private entity produclng and/or 

supplying electricIty, water and food supply, telecommunications services, 


transportation s~rviFes, public broadcasting including radio and television, health 


and hospital services~ and overnight accommodfltJon for tourists; 


"Government Agency" means: 


(a) 	 A Government Instmmenlality; and 
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"National Controller" means the national controller appointed under section 8; 

"Preparedness" means having arrangements and systems in place including 

education and awareness to ensure that in the event of a Disaster the resources 

required for an affected community are efficiently mobilised and deployed and 

that a program of Recovery can be implemented; 

"Recovery" means the coordinated process of supportipg Disaster affected 

communities in reconstruction of physical infrastructure andrestoring their social, 

economic. and physical wellbeing; 

"Recovery Advisory Cor!lInittec" means the committee established under section 

7(2); 

I<Respon~e" mears a:;tivities undertaken in anticipation of, during and immediately 

after a Disaster to ensure that it,> c,ffects are minimised and that the PC9ple affecte<i 


are given immediate relief and support; 


"State of Disaster" means a state of disaster declared under section 10. 




., r ~, ~i'_

I fUnctions, in relation :~ Disast.: iJi·k 
.''''I T , .' - ~ , 

I 
1\1ar-agement, are: 

(a) coordinating the maintehallce of the Disaster Risk Management 

I Plan and all necessary sub-plans for approval by the Council; 

(b) facilitating .implementation of the D.saster R.lSk Management 

I PI,!n; 

I (c) preparing, reviewing and testing the Disaqter Risk Management 

Plan to ensure it properly protects life, property and essential 

I infrastructure from the potential or actual impact of any 

Disaster; 

I (d) cl'qrdinating any necessary improvements to lhe Disaster Risk 

Management Plan; 

I 
I 

(e) providing Disaster Risk Management advice and secretarial and 

administrative support to the Council; 

{f} making recommendations to the Collllcil in relation to the 

I constitution of committees convened under section 7~ 

I 
(g) coordinating the effective management of the Centre; 

II 

II

I 
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~-i. a Disaster; '" ~," ,'; .I'

~7~'~~ ~'" (?;~ '1" ..+:::(;~~; '~-40 .~~ ,~.:",~. y~~'., ~'f:y~~"l;i~~'~,;..I (1) - conducting' CommunitY I~u'c'aiion ~n~ awareness program1 t8 
•. -'-""~' ~~ , 't" ' . • A "', 

I 
 assist Communities in their ability to contribute to the 


Mitigation of and Response to a Disaster; 

I (m) coordinating and reporting to the Council on the development of 

a database of Disaster Management information including but 

I not limited to; hazard maps, vulnerability assessment reports 

I 
 and resulting maps, training information, exereise reports) 


Disaster Management resource~ and emergency contact details; 

I (n) reviewing the Disaster Risk Management Plan and related sub 

plans after any Disaster; 

I (0) serving as National Controller in accordance with seetion 8; and 

I 
 (p) perfofltling or undertaking any other .ctivity as directed by the 


Council, 

I (2) The,Dlrector of Poliee shaIl,: 


Ca) undertake penodlc audits of all' Government Agencies to


I determine their Preparedness levels and whether they have taken 


I 
 all necessary steps to impleme.nt the Disaster Risk Management 
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I "r c, 

(,. 
1~ 

f (d) provide a report to the Council on his or her audit of Essenti~iI 
Services and their ability to provide a service in accordance with 


I section 3 on or before the 30'" January of each year; and 


(e) assist Essential Services to d"veiop a business continuity plan in 


accordance with section 3. 


For the purpose of perfonning an audit underp~ragraph (a) or (e) of
I (3) 


subsection (i), the Director of Police may by written request compel any 


Government Agency or Essential Service to give the Director of Poliee 


any infonnation that the Director of Police reasonably believes necessary. 


to perform such audit. 


I (4) Within 28 days of receivi"g a request under subsection (3), the 

J 
Government Agency or Essential Service to which the request has been 

made shall provide the information to the Director of Police unless: 

.the Directorof·Police has agreed to allow an extension of time(a) 

I for the proviSion of the informatiqn; or 

I 
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~' . 
Act, all or apr oflhe Director of Police's functions, duties or powers under this Act 

except this power of delegation. 

National Disaster Risk Management Council ­

(1) Cabinet shall appoint the National Disaster Risk Management Council. 

I 

I 

I 


6. 

I 
I 

(2) 

I 
(3)I 

,, 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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The Council eo,)si.t, of the Mimster responsible for National Disaster 

Management wh9 is chairperson, the Director of Police who is deputy 

chairperson, heads of departments and any other person appointed by 

Cabinet. 

The Council shall: 

(a) have overall responsibility for Disaster Management; 

(6) formUlate policy for Disaster Risk Reduction and Disaster 

Management; 

(c) approve the Disaster Risk Mai:agemenl Plan and ensure it 

provides for proper Disaster Risk Reduction and Disaster 

Management; 



,. "" 

,rusk Reduction' and ' Management 'for national p\aiuiing; 

I ~ -~. ~'·:J~l;~l~~,:'.:'~fYy;{{r:::'~?<- ",;·;~~:~r~,~<t~:·~:i'('~:'-~'"/ ~ ,.',-c,t ;,_ F' I!I, .; \~~., 
, (i) establish a'1d en~ure thc;:~'\ 7,,,:,, '" ,," 

(i) Mitigation "f)d Preparedness Advisory Committee; I , 
and 

(ii) Recovery Advisory Committee, 

are c~nvened as required; 

I 
I (j) ensure -that effective Co"1munity awareness and educati09 

programs are conducted to "ssist Communities in their abilitY to 

contribute to the Mitigation of and Response to Disaster; 

I ensure that all relevant support is provided to the Centre; and 

(I) prepare on or before the :io~ of September each year a DiSaster 

Risk Management Report to be tabled before Partiamert 

detailing the activities of the \=ouncil and the implementation of 

the Disaster Risk Manageme~t Plan-

I (4) Ordinary CouncIl Meetings shall be convened at least quarterly and on 
1 

" such dates as determined by the Minister responsible for National

I Djsaster Management in accordance with Di~aster Management needs. 
o 

I 
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I the committee. 


(2) The Council may establish a Recovery Advisory Committee and-


I 
I (a) The Chairperson and other members of the Recovery Advisory 

Committee shall ,be appointed oy the CounciL 

(b) The Council shap establish terms of reference for tl)e Recovery 

I Advisory Committee and receive reports from the co,,!mittee, 

8, National Controller­

(I) 	 The National Controller shall be the -Director of PolIce or the person 

exercising the powers and duties of the Director of Police if he or she is 

not present in Nauru, 

I (2) The 'National Controller shall direct the Response to a Disaster and shaJl 

I report to the Council on the Response to a Disaster. 

(3) The National Controller may: 

I (a) detennine the priority of the Response roles of any Agencies in 

I 	
t~e event of a State of Disaster; 

I: 
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I 
 th~ Pi~aster; 


(b) direct any Government Agency to do or refrain from doing any 

act or to exercise or' perform or refrain from exercising or 

performing any function, power, duty or responsibility; 

I t (c) take possession and make use of any person's property as the 

National Controller considers necessary or desirable mI 
• 

responding to the Disaster; 

I (d) control and restrict entry into, movement within and departure 

from the Disaster Area or any part of it; and 

I 
I (e) compel \he evacuation of any Or all persons from the Disaster 

Area or any part of it 

1 (5) If a direction is given to a Government Agency under paragraph (b) of 

I subsection (4) the Government Agency shall comply with that direction 

and'the direction prev'ails over anything to the contrary in any other Act 

I or law, 

" 
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I 
PART3­

I STATE OF DISASTER 

I 10. Powers and duties of President­

(1) In the evellt of a Disaster the President· shall consult with Cabinet and 

I may decl.are a State of Disaster to exist in the whole or any part ofN.uru. 

(2) Before declaring a State of Dtsaster the President shall be satisfied that: 

I 
I (a) the 'Disaster is of a type which constitutes or is likely to 

constitute a significant and widespread danger to life or 

'property; and 

I (b) the nature and the type of Dtsaster to be confronted requires a 

. , coordin,;Ited Response; and

I (e) the declaration ofa Disaster is in the best interests of Nauru.i 

I (3) The ·President may at any time revoke or vary a declaration under this 

I 

I 
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declaratiqn under this section is evidence of the terms of the declaration. 

A declaration made under this section remains in force for not more than 

28 days, but another declaration may be made before, at or after the end 

of that period by the Pailiament if Parliament is sitting or it is practicable 

for Parliament to sit, or by the President if it is impracticable for 

Parliament to sit. 

The President may, after consultation with Cabinet and the Council, if he 

reasonably believes cqp1pliance with an Act or subordinate instrument 

prescribing the funCtions, powers, duties or responsibility of a 

Government Agency would inhibit the Response or Recovery declare the 

operation of the whole or any part of that Act or subordmate instlU,!,ent 

suspended. 

A decloratlOn made under subsection (8) has effect until a further 

declaration is made by the Presidentreviv,ing the operation of the Act or 

the subordinate instrument or untiU8 days have elapsed from revocation 

of the declaration of the State of Disast~r, whichever .s sooner. 



I 
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PART 4­

I PQWERS ()f' POLlCE 


IN DISASTERS 


11. 	 Police Powers 

I 
I (1) A police officer on duty in or near the Disaster Area may exercise the 

following powers: 

(a) 	 cause to be closed any road, footpatJi or open space otherwise 

providing accesS to the Disaster Area; 

(b) 	 prohibit any person or vehicle from entering or passing through 

I 	 the Disaster Area; 

(c) 	 direct any person on any roaa ot footpath or in any other open 

space or any vehlCle on any road or footpath or any open space 

within the Disaster Area to immediately leave the Disaster Area 

by the safest and shortest route; 

I 
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the Disaster Area or to ~prevent the person from entering the .Disaster 

I Area. 

I 
I PART 5­

OFFENCES 

12. Miscellaneous Offences ­

I 
I (I) No person, other than a person engaged In an Emergency Activity, shall 

obstruct, hinder, or in "'fy way mterfere with a person engaged in an 

Emergency Activity, 'np a person who does so is guilty of an offence 

I Penalty: $500. 

(2) A person shall not, for the purpose of committing or facilitating the 

I commission of any offence under any Act, by words, conduct, or 

I demeanour pretend to be a person engaged in Emergency Activity, and a 

person who does so is guilty of an offe.!,ce Penalty: $2,000. 

I 

I 
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I 
 (b) takes any property from the body of a person who is dead or 


from a person who has been injured; or 

I (c) takes any vehicle, equipment, stores or property abandoned by 

reason of the pisasteL

I 
Penalty: a term not exceeding 10 years imprisonment 

I 
(2) A person is guilty of an offence if 

I (a) the person receives property; and 

(b) the property has been taken in circumstances constitutmg an

I otfence against subsection (I); and 

I 
 (c) the person--knows of those cireumstancf:s. 


I 

'Penalty: a term not exceeding 10 years Imprisonment 


I 

I 
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,{ 

good faith. 

I 
I 15. Compensation for Injury 

Any person who sustains personal injury ~hilst engaged in an Emergency Activity 

under this Act, may seek compensation in accordance with ilte Regulations. 

I 
16. Regulations 

I (I) Cabinet may make.regulations not in,co!,sistent with this Act prescribing 

all matters necessary or convenient to be prescribed for carrying out or 

I giving effect to this Act, and in particuHr prescribing matters for and in 

relation to:

I 
I 

(a) the amounts of compensation to be paid to claimants under 

subsection (6) of section 8 and the grounds and procedures for 

an appeal to the Supreme Court of Nauru; 

I (b) the amounts to be paid to contractors engaged to perform 

I 

Recovery or other necessary works under this Act; 


I 
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Manag,ement, Re:sponse or Recovery; 

'\"'" J} ,.)0.
<"p' 

I (g) declaring a service additional to the services listed in section f 

to be an Essential Service for the purposes of the Act; and 

I (h) the form of rin~ notice or declaration reqUIred under this Act 

I 
17, Emergency Powers not affected 

I 
I 

Nothing in this Act affects the power of the President to declare a state of 

Emergency in accordance with Part IX of the Constitution of Nauru, 

I 18, Regublic bound 

This Act binds the Republic. 

I 
I 
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I 
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I hereby certifY that the above is 
a fair print of a Bill for an Act I entitled Disaster Risk i\.fapage­
ment Act 2008 which has Been 

:. 

:1 passed by Parliament of Nauru 
al.ld is now presented to the 
Speaker for his certificate under 
Article 47 of the Constitution. 

~~--... 

'I 
Clerk of Parliament 
18th December 2008 

'. 
'I 
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Pursuant to Article 47 of the 
Constitution, I, RIDDEL AKUA, 
Speaker ofPatliament, hereby 
certify that the Disaster Risk 
Management I\ct 2008 has been 
passed by pa.rliament of Nauru 

Speaker 
18th December 2008 


