OF THE TERRITORY OF )’ CORAM 1 FROST, J.
. PAPUA_AND NEV GUIHEA.)

TN OUESN vl  GICGINA-AGTA
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The accused GIGIBA-AGIA has pleaded guilty
to & charge thas on Dih Mawch, 1965, at the Port
HMoresby Post (ffice he stule a registored letter the
property of the Postmaster-Gencral. Tho lebtier
containmed £2 1n notes. Accordingly, he is convieted
of thic offence, Hls counsel has alse zsked mo to
take into accovnt in poessing sentence that on the
following dovy tne accusad von ittad a wimilar offence,

the lettaer in ¢hat cosw containing £3 In notese

1 the tine of the theft the gccused man
had completed his tyaloing as a Postal Acsistant
Trainee snd was an Assistant FPostal Gfficer., His
duties were to sell stmups ond to serve the public
across the counter. He also zelleved the officer in
chaxrgo of registered mnil during the luncheon period,

and it wes at this time that he stole the letiers.

He is @ young mun and very intelligent.
He speaks; rewds and writes English. He vas educeted st
the Mission In his village in Western Papua and in the
Aduinistration schoole at Deru, and later by
correspondenca.

In 1962, @3 eo many Papuans do, he left his
village end cute to Port Mozesby. He started training
at the Pepuan Medical College as an Assistent Madical
Offieer. Howwsver, his results were not good and in
Jenuary, 1668, he went o tho Department of Posts and
Telegraphe whers, during a two year training perlod,
he did a mumbar of training courses, passing the
exomination in Hovember of last year. His knowledge of
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English fitted him for his duties In serving the
public.

Wiy counsel heo stbaltted that he was driven to

commit this erive becouse his salarxy wus not enough
to Live on. Indoed thet ls tha explanetion he gave
the Police. FHa told the HMegletrate -

97 get 85.0.0. g fortnight. They cancellad my
bus tickats. My living ie very, very poor.
When T ot that £4.0.0, 1t 1s not snotgh for
ny food and elothing, my body and feeding

myself.”

I accept this statement as laigely truc.

T considey ¥ must comment on this matter.
He egmned €185 ¢ year oi about £3.3.0d. per weak.
Whilst he was bolng treined ho recelved hls bus feres
which copt 12/~ » week. ‘lowever, I have been told
that althougn Iv Januwary of thils yesw, he should have
recolved gn increapse in wages on @ salary range of
177 o £230, Lroause of the pending econversion to the
rates uvnder the new Public Service Ordinance, all
positiens were jzozen, and, in fact, he had not recelved
any increace in salary at the tlme of his suspension.
I have aleo been told that the now rates are L2860 to
£330 per year and that the adjustments will soon be
made.

Bur, the plain fact is that having completed
his training no: only did he not zeceive any ilncresse
in salery but, :n fact, ho was worse off becguse he had
to pay hls bua fgres, wilch ave sbout 12/« per woek, out
of hls ealary. He hed %o buy his lunches. Fortunately
he lives with & malatien for I do not Eknow how he could
possibly pay zent, but his sister keeps house and he
muct contribuie something for her sepport. Hls hose
is across the tulf of Papua, so like muny Papuans living
here in Port U!sasby he has no supply of food from his
netive villege. Indesd there are quito a number of Daru
peopla viw come to Pert Morssby end he is under the usual
tribal cbligation in helping to pyovide for them. Cne
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camnct live in Jort Mowresby snd not lnow how
real this burdear 1s for Papuan people. He has to
pay tho seme srices o5 Duwropeans for his foods Llving
and working heso in Pork lMozesby 1t le ineviteble
and indecd proper thet he should ecgulre some

Fuzopenn tash v,

T odp net sea hew he could have lived on
hig salavy of 23 or so n awelk in Port Moresby. The
Subw-ingpecter of Polfe: hos reported thet he found the
accused’s genoral phyeicsl gondition to be popr. He seamed
to be sufferiq. from moloutrition, end hic clothing,

though clesa, was old =zad vorn. This is not suzprising

having regard (s hi Joquate salary. This must

@

concazn g Jjudyo bacguse zan who are undoi-paid are
tempted to breook the low, whilch affects the steady
obeewvance of raw and order here in Port Horesby. His
position wac had encugh, but when the Postal asuthoxities
put him on the counter handling money and valusbles,

he was expoued to the very pveal teuptation of stealing

2

to provide %o

b

himgelf those ordlnary things of life
which he sow everywheze sbout him in Port Horesby.

The Deéparbaet seems ve ms to have shown a lack of

human understaading. He was working in the centre of
things in Powt Moreshy znd he had to keosp up asppearences.
The coot of oven modest chirts and shozts loosms

lavge in the Ladget of o man eaming 23.0.0. par weelt.
P

He hag the wants of st wmen and wae subject to
ordinary huma weeknesces. Perhaps these meagre

G
salavies ar: tzken =5 2 watier of course.

Hawever, I connoi accept hile statement thut
having stolen £2 one doy, the ropson why he stole the
next day was that he wus still hungey. It is azlso
not to his credit thet vhen first questionsd about
thesa thefts he tried to put the hlame on the men he
relisved, Thus, on the one hand there ave the
extenuating considerctions that he wae underpaid and
he was expoetd to tewptation. Cn the other hend, I
cannot overlock that he was in a poeition of trust, and
the need to protect Hex Majesty’s mails. One of the
letters he shole was addressed to one of his own
counbtyymen. lmeonget Lls own people to stesl is a
shameful thing and he was taught in the Post OFffice that
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thoss who handle Hey Majeety's mall must be

honest.

I have reached the coneclusion that
these latter oonsiderstions pnd the need to deber
other eaployeas In the Post OFflce froam stealing are
parerount, and that wmy duby os & Judge of this
Territory reguives me to scnd him to geols




