
5-1 

POLICE v. SIT ANI MAFI. 

(Criminal Appeal. Higginson J., Nuku':dofa, 2,nd June, 1950) 

Price fixing - Necessity for publication in Government Gazene - Pub­
lication in Press News - The Prices of Goods Act 1947 - The Inter-

pretation Act 1926, Section 8 (v), 

The defendant was prosecuted for selling fish above the price fixed by 
the Competent Authority in accordance with the Prices of Goods Act 1947, 
The Treasurer, who was the Competent Authority under the Act gave 
evidence in the Magistrate's Court for the Prosecution and admitted that 
the prices fixed had ne,'er been publ ished in the Government Gazette, but 
had been published in the local Press News and he submitted that this was 
sufficient publication. The Magistrate rt-fusc.~ to convict the defendant. 
The Prosecutor appealed. 

HELD . The decision of the l\[agistrate was correct. Until the prices 
fixed are published in the Government Gazette the, ~re not binding. 

Appeal dismissed. 

Hama for the Appellant (Police), 

Finau ior the Respondent (Defendant) , 

, HIGGINSON J. By Section 4 of Act No. 3 of 1947 (The 
PrICes of Goods Act 1947). The Competent Authority by order 
may ,tlx and declare m:lximum prices. The Act is silent as to the 
publlCltlOn of such an order but Section 8 (v) of Cap. 1 provides 
that ."AII ,rules and regubtions made under :lny Act - shall be 
publlshe.d In the G3.Zette," Therefore no price order is legal unless 
<lnd untt! It has been publis?ed in the Gazette . Having been pub­
l~shed In the Gazet.te there IS n? reason ,'t\:hy it should not be pub. 
IIshed for genera,l l,nformltlOn 111 the: Bfltlsh Press News or in any 
ot,her way , But It IS the Gazette which is the: only form the Courts 
wIll ac~ept , The learned Magistrate has the same views and there­
fore dIsmIssed the charge, I uphold the Magistrate and dismiss 
the appeal. 


