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Children - custody of - their welfare paramount
20 Custody of children - basic principles - welfare of children paramount
Custody - guiding principles on change of country of residence.

The Applicant father, remarried and resident in New Zeatand, applied (or custody of the
four children, aged then 11 years down to 6 years, from the mother who had remained
in Tonga with the children.

HELD:
1. The paramount consideration was the welfare of the children.
30 2. The children knew Tonga, but not New Zealand.

3. The basic principles in determining custody unless there were strong reasons
to the contrary, were (a) young children should remain with their mother and
(b) young children should not be separated from their brothers and sisters.

4. The possibility of a better education in New Zealand did not outweigh the
advantages of remaining together with their mother.

5. Father's application refused; mother granted custody

Counsel for the Applicant : Mr S. Etika
40  Counsel! for the Respondent Mrs P. Taufaeteau












