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R v Talia'uli

Supreme Court, Nuku'alofa
10 Hampton CJ
Cr 758/%6

22 January, 1997

Criminal law - possession of pistols - sentencing
Arms & Ammunition - possession - pistol - ammunition
Sentencing - possession - pistol and ammunition

20 The defendant pleaded guilty to charges of possessings pistols without licence and
possessing ammunition without licence.

Held:

1. The Arms and Ammunition Actand Regulations were to ensure proper control
and regulation of potentially lethal weapons. A check thereby is kept on the
type and condition of firearms and the type and character of potential holders
of firearms.

2. There was flagrant disregard of the Act by the defendant and certain sinister
and suspicious aspects to the possession by him.

3. A term of 2 years imprisonment was appropriate and on balance, it was
suspended for 3 years.

4.  An order for forfeiture of the arms and ammunition was made with a
recommendation to the Minister of Police for their destruction.

Counsel for prosecution : Mas Simiki
Counsel for defendant : Mr W Edwards
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way, of the weapons.
- Secondly, your lack of zay previous offending. Y ou are now, as I have said,
aged 42.

- Thirdly, your family.

- Fourthly, yc . ,iilty pleas.

I “endtos , “id the whole of both sentences of imprisonment for 3 years. That
is the maximum time, the preatest time, I can hold the sentence over your head in effect
If you commit any criininal offerice in the next3 years, then you will be brought back, not
only on that criminal offence, but ycu will then serve the sentences on these charges. So

ifatanytim 1 nexi3* -syou: convicted of a criminal offence punishable by
imprisonment, y« u wiil be 8w wiced straight to the 2 years that I have imposed today, do
you! °.stam’. You may SOt ycu...if a very lucky man. It is only by the finest of
t “3  tir © deci - -~z lovt centence to be suspended. If you want to retain
the frie ndt .. :spectofthe  >ple whowrote such glowingletters about you, you
| ~ '+ .ell at yourself and your conduct.
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