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The is.8'l1e beforetliis Court is I 0 deter.\T1jn~ lth~6qstci)1®.('t'ii!nershiiD .o(~(r~~0.t·· . 
plan'til~i0n~it:Uated:.a1 NI'li.tan:vu t, Nottl~·\iV:i;&tp~:r~\!)f_k.'ivM. f,jll:ti"J:mi\\1W.~l\!!Iii· .... 
Cllliiestioll was. iii U1.ep.il'l'j;tunitil preseiJ'1 ~(;~~ijM.edby·t:he~ifl'f,li·lih:i:J;Y:(vhi~'1l'~\i'~i:"~'\*;': . 
defeiidaittt) tihru &OJl1.I>;pllat ,elatiaris'~ilifofth¢ft grea't g.~i4:.p,ft.fe~ts; ~«i-fI1t>, :t1li~, 
C(!!l'I>ilil.-tMIll.-;tl).t .¢l!aliitid'h;a;.h(!is the·,(§iii:11.1\t.l~'vf<Y1'~~!elaVi.¥e:'!~ aiil.~~·th~iii¥hit'~'\t~ . 
j!!W.rt-~tli'tP~lgl' .Ii..ao4!lti()1!J.. . . . ...• ':,'.,' . ':, ,.,' ';'. ' ". i .. ' r }~')1It :.... . 
The 'pee'eaSed owri~~ ohh~. phlD t a ti<m: was lsi<:'I~ik ha,4' )ti1').autvivi~gb1:oo4U~, 't~e 

. eWp'kl11'11lln.~((p.~r.ii¢te.l~:a.nrar,·.r"11l~l!ld,t~x6~*.~'kt~li.'4"li'l'~11es, ", ,; •.... 
.. . . .' . ...... . .. '.... ........ . . ... . 

Q.iyeMhebrit,f l)ackgl'Qi:)nd, \~<' i,ili ·hC:)W, .1bokafthe P~f~t!iS:~vil!!enee.· ;. 
<.' . '. ' .• :: '.' .:..' . • :: ." .. ' \ ... :.; ',' . :. " 

Ei>itleuee: .. _ .. ;. . . .:., . ..' 
Thttlmas Talaka (tbe.E0rttplai nan t) inltls c1aiai provided that the b@&is :faTb-~$ 'el!i~ .' 
is llhfOuigkl adOlptiQli:rliikadop bod Steven:ln ltJ4S·Ste¥e'n took awj..£~ ~.Fm,'m.y, lsilk·. 
p:aythe pride pric.e.· . . •. . . . . .' ". . . 

" .. ' 

li1~ii!J.gth~iqtay; IsJk;StevelJ i!.'llU Fa-iuIY plftl1t:edthe!C9tl(JnU<tp1rdnta;ti.1A~~j,ii ;' 
~i&pllte\. 'f.liere Were {woeDeon u t ptlil1,t:ll;liciils, .9he-in $~iuw.~):i;l'J!ru&:o~:J®Ji,ll.t~~~l>3 . 

. When tJj;e',c0eQ'nt1ts W~'e in\J tu lee, l$Jk~li'1\fti;!.d·triilW\g''e\SiI94i1l ;~'$ilkr.'1Jl~~l!iiiJ~illii1:Jiij>tU>.h . 
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(.1~A~r.lgtw~i!li~ iij~iiit~fu&e;tG~t~veii,$t~v.~~. :~bri~J!lll~i)I~1i1before he ~iig~iVe' '. . 
. ,W'iignt:to:his sonNiilhol~61i; . . ., ' .• '.\' .. ' . '.: '. .' .' .'. '.' ..... . 

. ..... 

One d'lty NililQ,!'{Ka.itiWfJ fathe t)eati:ill';anil·~k:lir.\ Nk)l~~l§~n,. ifJ;i~ c0\>1ild,· ~$~ '~he .... . 
Goi0ti\.!ttplart:tl\1iCiill f(Ji'iiop~.iI... Nicl~~1~!JJtl~i,'eeil?9/lc cofi'!M1kni.· fh\l t after· N'iimaI!:s~(Ij .' 
the pl,antati9l'l.shll-il tettr.mback tl}hil1\:(:Nl~li:(;,'f$On), ~l~\ll wi&quite eldt4i;at time. . 
andllo! strong· to woJ.:k; so he. a:s'kedNiol~c;i:l.S'oil: t{)out cQ;~rafQr him ilil or~rtCiip'&y .' 
f;n f00d; snap, k~ros~eanG!.6tla~rt'hi'llgi" .. ", ."., . . ... .. 

. '.' " ..... , ." 
Two witnesses appeat~~oil. his beMIL,\Vttne£s J, PsL~~H~'R~.ss' sta~,"d' }1ijii ~v;elt 
and lsi.k E\llowed t\le)'ll tQ IfY-e and. us.~ t1\eplace:lsik acl:0;pied S;tevenam'dpi.~pi:i,~ 
price fiiH' fl>}~l'lY\9. \:l:~~Qme·Steve,i~'S,Wjf~ .. Nil1<~l,s.oJ'l. i~·'~:1i~~l\ian.d.Fii)i}lly!;$:~!'i~Y, .... 
ehi:hl;. TaC): C@tlQllltlt h!\~~ed:rirat~~ .+l~tll~rS~lJ.le;S'!¢.'I!~til'tj'fid }laoi.1u!iIY p-lMli~~~SQ_, 
He~liIJlthe. :Stl'llted,~l~~ ~~J'Q:llf(K.il,~j!'~:~lJfur-~;~$;~Q'nl;.~~I\o1l). 'Be_@,,~lttQ .. 
M:~$-a!k (~!l8'Ile' s 'pll;\e~),e:t~etH~ $~II:'lJi;lIiaG·iil.i~bliieirliiaaj)'~$~~ihh'<lil' ,is Ii ~tt¢lN\'~"IiJilir~fr '" '. ., ... . 
t!l.'r.Q,~b. t1iek·a,greeti~¢il:~ Ni'l'tl,a1.~e4~:;9Jl\i~~:'W1ves,ttH~$~k't:fatihei;$;t:A.~~it.,W~ , '. 
t;w~,w'i"e$> .. >'~,{ .:: . '.: >->·;::i,,';j ' ...... ' ;'t.::-'·' 
0!ildfI\Q~'~~'I'l!¥t'QJi!)i)~Qj)I;t:thf);I!~I1l~~1'hil;J\~j,tt\~~,~~_~~~ ... j#.4:~ . '. :. 
~f?J;@.ti!i§$.,,:li~'i~tiJtwd.'~'*'!lt .~'p.r()i.iii\it~§;w~;ie~:~k'ioVas:'~~~':tiil!i de:l1:tlia:l1Id·,b:$i~1-~.iIlJ1'¥ 
~te"~:A..t6o;lUJll!i¢ofhit',t)·;:' .", ., .... '< .• '.. .. ..\.". - :: , .. :.' 
' ..... . ··<".i;"\.i·( :;:l;'!,i 
Wibil$;'Ss ,Z, 11 al1l.Stev,en.st'atlld th~tJ~ii>. ~a.-D:t .. for .. hM, p~.jl'ti~e \!>l:;itJeJ~~1 ia1l<il ~1:J;;;".' . 
bllc,om.e steven's wif" .. to .add·shero.l)n~i0i~ h.Q.w·l$i.k.1i.aa·a\ii.Qinte((:l,:N.lchio~~t~\~~. 
~he n.e1C;t.l~;hHi':l ta.l$.e.over IHa'8c'iJproperly:. . ... ." 

.~ .' ".:: 
(1m ;c,esS"f)lI:lilniiitll1io'I:i,: ;11~ ~.il-etl.~s~lf }hM':·~~~ka:i1w:~~:$-,tc-vem',$~~¥"~(f.Q\ .' . .' 
GnlY:\il~ll,"~'1il c~d1'lg f~tl~ik~n-IiJ:dintth: :; c'.;: .,' '. ','\:',..' .... . . ".: • '. i ; ,ic., . 
,. -'.' ': ... ' ,... ..... . , .. '-'.":,,',":.- .. ,,:,". : ...... ::;':.'';''':< .. ::;, " ,:,,;.':·:\":~·~·~j)':f·:' 
;p.~;~ridal~t., Ki>lp'l':q :Sil;J:$.s\lo,k!e~'Q\.1.b~J!i_iI)1f"o'f:·~h~· tWCi>·i!I¢t~nili4iI)j,t,s,j~i~~~~1¥i.c 
E41,.l:llli,,a,i$ .lti~:.1.;Jf.o.t1iei.. :Nm1i~l; ·Karru1!." s,.tathli.Jf.a~pt~ikl:.' ·.'rll:e.~.,\\'Il'.\~:~ 
.LN thil'.¢;a~tauen...i~ throll.ih N~~il.1.1¥AAiiI;fu.Jik'-iI\fi'liIt~Jb;ib<li.iWJ;a4.\,i~.,~ .. ' . 
~_",alt'~1\llt, NP.in~lw!Ml.;lsi*.4,s ft;0~1i{i1~al<i;M.t$~t<s~~_.s~l~~ . 
HiexP~\!! of Wl:tdiln,k'l1,J:''iJ; 1\\l~melwll:wl·Wo'i?oIil~~'$'ll;I:n'¢.,_\!:tJN~~11\l.r,.;:l!t~ 
Ii~t~tli tlia):: siAet tli.'ey .~1~ w,o-rshlp fJi~-'&~llIe :1l\lllAl:'ghiil,tI1f~lff~~ \~~~h_i.t.':l" .. 
eu~~~,geQcl toil#iO:l\$hlpS'\lli:iis~e'eiilly'tg;:S:I\~H)'jey :~i*',~l,i\l;iPwIll'FJl!iI;.di1#\tiIii~' "hl:y . 
1'lf..asuns-.IJlW:,'b .. lieye!i\i'kY own the'~epliijjt'pl~fitfon a£t~p.IB[,k die<!1. •. ....•. ' ..... . 

~Iji,e<l,ni. POllfirmth&\ Swv."n took 'c~{e,o£ IJlik.u{ltil1.iJjqt:iath~11d·b'1)im:~i;;!D!Iitit.'~tha.{ 
d~ not liI'lea-ll.he O\yIl the coconu.!plaIih{~io,N.s., They,: t.heJ;U_s,' ov"wL_,~J;):.J!l~ 
p13ljllatilDWk, . ....... ,.. ..:.' . :.. ..... . . . .' '. _ '. 
K;e~peJllla.d obJIl~tw.(headoptio~ of$~y.en.Jil1 'W41~t !Wa&-9~iJI;iWd~~~.~~~ .. . 
~nit\>~lI;Mo.IJ¢p\Wpl'i.{tim,e [-or "nfu~y tlliM,(at'-iiiivati J\)u!i\1i<gi.;tl$iiit:t\l4imlii\;I$t4iN .•• ~ . 
1iQ', M~tli,19.'ii:a.t,.l$ikip:!(}'; :r¢i'S .. \llVen~S 'W,iif6(fann,yjonly b6e~un Siteven 11¥\!!S ",,&i:l;i·tilit ~ .'. 
UJ;lt thai ,does not millliln ',S'tev1>rr saqU\d.'il'?;t!ti: \!ie;pranta'iio~~" .... . ' .' . '.' .' .. ' '.' 
. . ",., '.; ',:. \" . " .' .. ,' : .... :' . '. . .:~;.: ... ~:.::.,: :;:'. ~·i·.·:' ·,::,:·.t::<".I.id;H. 
~~~\ta. and Yf};l'Ltiy .afV~fJiNio g lQg~tltei' {!lIl', s.0fii()Ji.rM$@;w.!¥ .. ~:tkl<if w¢l,t!liJg~~~Ii~_ 
·tm,ktww:Ill' .. ~peMt~.tedthat the p:d,d~~i.:ic~ w<!t>·l:efui;!!llii.d;\liI'Ck !anlil.'1i1l;~~/iI!_ -tllrtlk '. 
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sepa,rate life. Furtlilei'tilQ.fea~ sta1e.dt~CtiC0m;(S were plal1teclbylsik, natfiumy " . 
n'e~therSte¥efl; Aft'er Is.aae: died NlJ:nat:wa8. the':first e"erp'ei~ol'l to.l1V$a.Elitw~~kthe 
QI!l001l1!Lt ,pl8:l~tati'61~, There w~enb~!!:i',~~$en'~:Qfwho ~a!l:\~ ~ake the. F~11'fa,t4,_; .. 
b:llt due torheit·pas,ltel'atiotlShip - N'th'i:jli a,ndliSaac,tna<t\!;·w,my t11e Nlm'ais moveci ia1, - '.' 

On cr!'lss eK'lII)1ina:tioll,it is- nQiem tliataiepe~~I~f.~~tM.J~a:k a-1\e "W~1i!b -~~ , -
pee"ple afNemelwa11. 'tll.ey-w())_rS'h-ip.t~ir !!9cl' tcig~t~~' ~1'~l:waill ~i\!<t la,y:~,~ 
difi'er@1Iit b0uniiku:ies~)f.e we~t 0.tt. te,.~le'tilr~;ii¥:a;nnyai~':$l\W!il1i plan~~n0' '_. 
eoeon\H trees. -- , - -- - ': -. , -':, ,-:.-. --
Twfi)wi~se$c,'weill!l~1a:ei~~;~_s,~'lij\f,i:d~~¢i#j!~:~s,.~~.:'Willbtll~s-$';hQit~.~;. 
his statemetlt was n0i,pf. ~eiti as.&~~';it'$if;~l\1*~i~,~j'l1i'l1ati~to~!,ii, .• 
stittemell.! 'oiNi'tnil:twl),dci1<)~tlile'oi;rC~.i~,pi~l.¥J\iI!tfC'in,W4!iim~,'i!; K~*,,~i~~'Qi~: .. ' '_ . 
statem~,11t n'etes .~n~rilii'ly tlfuli,t Nicl1~)s~~'aWJi:!i.ihlil3:\'lit,i~'e0~ImUt.. V$.if!\¢;;ti~iIl., .. ' 
th~ eOGQiiut 'Pl~)1tat:iQ,n\.nft'~,;'l'~ ri'gib.t,tJf"~~iQ,NdiA~\;Mtc!r Ni:miffcl(lll!i)it:$ •• ' 

. oame:i1<t lGoontr.n.ue Wl1llikili,gi·· -, .~,,':: . ':;,. . . -, ," " . ' 
~\lltgl;$. ~&-a:Mnll-tio~:,it·,is .1l1i1,t-ed·_tlia'f 'w{tn~ss2;,r~fuseJit9:taycll)is'\lg~"iWJ;b~!~,jg~A if 
h~;11.1l!d $,e~ l~ild~~ii't~' "Y/lS". _ ~--':' ,:" .', .... ',: ,:\,; ,,-.';. {);.:-

C\$tiJl1I!l',. .'. ' • ,-", ,',; I': .:-: ~,:: :':t;',";,::::;':, ,} 
['he custom of this Island I'ertaini.nlj;ownershlj? of a prOllel'tyis thfQU~f~rilii~!l~' 

. system. The~natrilit-leaL system would .only triiqiiph s:uf',P9:S¢G-_ there is ~l.Q_ $l:irv~'\<I$1-i 
lA'Iale'lil:Hb.e b100dnne Adwti'olll. j,n-oll,(;o<l'se-is'Mr' ~eoeD,$,;a~-tl1dh,,~p!~I~I.t"_'. ' . . 
g\uip4i~Sh.iW~i?a;(i~~¢i ~~ .. tlY;,t.'h.~~reR~il~~,~~t.~.~¢;i~~',~~.;r.~.~: •. )~¥~\\:".· ' 
litt~~~. A-d~tIQ;la '1l!,1;I~UJi:J.W"p,alofu:r~i'-:$;t~J!aft'II;'\iIll.~'lJ_m_~C\t_';~illmi 
wi.t~Ketk.... . " . " . ." ."; ... ~~ .. ; ',' .. , "':'.'. .. ~.~ .". ", "', _ .' ." , 
iI\.,f%)\I!1i:e,rillSici.§l tl}!tt'-.t'llii$el\~i.¢j;;til;iJi1;;iiJ~h~\If.~liit~'_"_~'i",~,Ii~f>I~;Kll.:'··' 
Il~~~ i$'~1$j111jrtQ 'hl~;P~Q.p~t:~i¢s,i'i:fh~:;~¢a., Y~J,.'w.1\'e\ii'~l.)*r~Il'$'_~~t\lii!~.~·. . 
1JiJMI; ~tia"a ;60nfltlon-pi)ra~ti# tl!:at..aiI~~,i,b!lt.ti~b\llfd.'\'l.t;l. 4~,a:lfA~;~4~Y"!t!iW,¢l~!il1!~~1!>~ 
0J1'c01~$.lltr1be ~l~QJi,ld -CQJille_f.qrth· tQ:1ff6i:;fQrmllt;&i~m.oi.;!r.,tQ;i_.gliia~:I§.~i(~~i ... 
fh:$.·~$,t.j')tbeJi'a'l'et-!lk&r; O~.,'t$.·'. ~'w!h~t~j!~~rH;ls,(~~l~\~~~.""i~'·. 
(fllr-*ke;ta~a Vllymeu;t.fi;j;l;.ti!lJ~,,~()j(;j' w'~li:$;.bW~:wdl.a:l$,;Oiiiiil!ta:~:ffilfu4'[\}'\· ...., < ... '. . 

miJdiO,gS!. '. '. . _ ". .',_ ."";":·';"'~';'i,;';~t~;;,jl:I\!;t;;i;, 

The lSS'l1e here is whe>ther Ni-inaHs the right person-in cust:om to be working tlW .' 
pi1~4\leT,t;y.? . . '. '. . . . _ 
Th<ilmas'r alakasta (eii-that basis. fot'_ hl;s' ~luiJ~ is:lhl'o'\lJg1\,,(i:~;\llti<iln,;Jj)'lJ~~1''~';j;~'i4~t 
~.\9!a~;1ib~r~ Wl!->.'l Jl,@; witJ1~s~, ~h>l .. evidellc_c.~ t\! su'P,pi(ll'f Hi1i:F;a~e_:.,;, '.'; \'. - '. ,-,,_,: ',H I,i, \";1\.' 
k,}' _lhHMt th<lq&i'kpa).rlFaiai;ly"·_s_~~ldellr.\ce: i :-:.:/i';_ , ... ~ '.'",.:-_.'1.' ,'f(, .... 
I',. -:~;. : that ;g,u~v.:\\IJr w~· WitJA]sik,.i'lfijt:llid·. t~,t'n~a;;;liltl~ii!lfii:(gli1i,'Il~rI,t~~li;tl~rllm,,!l\ol~ 
I .' ·.<~sbWr-ll1,f: _',r'_:... . ... :/ .'. .,.;: :'·-,,::,~;:,,:-,,';':>'irf,l,:.tii):jll{t ... 
~01)11!1l. e:V(i}tt'.tk~,tlri;tt:r~~iP'i:l:n&ibi:l.1[ty.'$tbY~n::t\'lii>k·e*o-e\!>:t fu.r a verie-Iose 'Pe'J.~tive til 
heil.rt;-(J1ll0~'.Qa_s~W1n\{i:ii"'t~:OC:i$~~· s,lt()):tiH W~~!lllil\1~\il'¢~''f.~~ r~~l&~ilii;i;1ii~J)t'J,~~Il.· 
I'hi!ili'Wi~l,i~'&;p·Wih~a?',;":his;answ.~f )M~~':'~(lp!g·~l~ta'n~Ilit·\:,QM' q.u~'s,~i:01l,,,,a~_~e 
. \iiI!a$,j,f,iih!1l.y·.hMFh!liq,ar'~o.d· IWi1ati1;a{$!u~i: ~JW~N~1'l~1 ~ti~~~\1!'~1l1:!iliiltin~,~\if~,~~~~, 
;i;:,~::'," . ',; ....... --.;.,.~; .. '" , .;",;><:'",,>:,,:~'~;"~~';,;:,:' .... . 
'1.::1. .j " 1 .;".:,';', <"c'':: l/u.!l,\I,' 
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TWl).witness~s 1!\iPea;r.ed Oil:Th~$iaheh41£,ThllyluHhi~~~'fi'rm thatIsil<:pii~i .: .. ' 
funa'lY' s ~dd~' ~,r[c~ an.a thalStev~ ~a;~'ili.ejOCtlrslin ~e-&iijf¢~t~tkd IIringhi;g. sJcltlil'ii$~ 
to (hiath ait.dhi~ .bl;ld~t . ". .:: . ',' .. 

Tlrecl:efendw; . 
had •... 

. :., 

fiI~$1\i!l!k . ., 
£a;itWn~ t~' Is~l~ Ul\liii~di~~!,,19it~t"Iil:l~ffi~@;~I!~~~~iW':wv.~:· . .a.~ 

ceremony: is'l'Il,lied .oJ:ilcr.oss ~ili~rl):ili'. ath1!ja;'~"hill1l'ili 
pli!.ilem kek1!>il .. as WI],1d1uk".h~aitBwei;~. "b.a~,%l.triess ., Witne>ss, 1, , .... 
answer that ~Il~d Ji.eitheI' witll.aSS 2;Wltii;;S.s 2'.' .' . . l\'b.Cll1it Ntchclliol'l~t ~.!M'IY •. MdStev.efl, .' ' ',' .. . .. " .. ' . ' . 

. • ilJll4l'lllJt; en Ct·~ssi::umhH~t!pl'lwhe/,l'~$~~i;I~~i tslkffiit:y;;~:~~~«e:;I:~~~\11\e.~em·· '. ' 
l'fr!t!!JJ; se. Stwen ~!quJi ,WoKio/flte'riJ .b'~k 1ii'l~~lilt>\i~w:'Ht~j~~m.·~.(I:i1fl!)~/l!i3\_*"~~ 
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