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1. 

This case NaS heard before the Island Court Tan~a'on the 
3rd of September 1981t, when the Court concluded that ~h considering 
the QusLom sf;ory that had been related before it, the right on 
which ttlO Volcano 'L'anna stands goes to the four brothers NASSI 
KUAHAlOH1:, SAM !(/\I!U, JACK NEVEN and PJlILEHON. 'l'he Court declares 
that tIlIJ,Y' l\rEl Ule renl customary O\'mers of the land on which the 
VolcaHo it; lilitunted. 

Ffdlli bile Atjdv~ dedit:lion the Appellants appeal to this Court. 
Ir1 ei 13bd t.f! f ... 

Wb, bhe uHdftrBlgHDd represent the land owners who own the land 
;-/hiflli j~~nHlh(Hl til tJ y',WUl' Volcano on Tnnna. 

~o wioh to appeal against the judgment of the Tannn Island 
Court: concerning the-lund which the Volcano sito on. ~Je are 
appealing bdcause we do not agree to the boundary of the land 
on which the Volcano .sits Oll, and in addition the Olinership of~ 
the four craters, of the Volcano. 
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'f a t7 are 

We would like the Supreme Court to hear this land case 
o£;[lill. 

Signed Napit I ti 
Johnny Kamutu 
Kaures Jack 
I~ukolpi Nakou 
Misuwnren Charlie 

Under section 22 (1) of the Island Courts Act No. 10 of 1983 
any person aggrieved by the order or decision of the Island Court 
may within thirty days from the date of such order or decision 
appeal lh ere from to:-

1. The Supreme Court, in, all matter::; concerning disputes as to 
the ownership of land. 

2. The Court hearing an appeal against a decision of an Island 
Court shall appoint two or three assessors knolvledeeable in 
custom to si t Id til til e court. 

2. 

3. The Court hearing the appeal shall consider the records (if any) 
relevant to the decision and receive'- such evidence (if any) 
and milke, Collch inquiries (if nny) as it think fit. 

ij ec Lion.~5 on evidenc e s ta t es:-

In {lilY proceeliingo before it, all I sland Court shall not apply 
technical ruleo of evidence but shall admi t and consider such 
informnLion as is available. 

Such being the case I hold that as this is an appeal from the 
Island Court where hearsay evidence is admissible, the same creteria 
applies in an appeal to the Supreme Court. 

I Ulll fortified that such is the case by judgmentd in the Tongan 
Lewd Court where it Was held by Harwood J, on the 19th August 1985, 
that heoTsay evidence that land belonged to the ancestors of the 
pll1intiff is Ildrnisoible in 11 (lisputc ovcr title betwcen tho alleged 
owner und the crown:- lIaven Tu'cha'atecho -v- Deputy Hinister of 
Landa a t Nukualofa. 

Alao Hoble Kalalliuvalu -v- Minister of Lands 2 Tongan L.~.40, 
and Viliami Mnnntau -v- Motu'apuako, ~ Tongnn L.R.86. 

III vt~w tJf tli!? itnportance of this Case to the people of Tanna 
ami bhe'lncit (jf evidence ndduced before the Island Court, I allowed 
In@ Appt!Uallts Hilt.! ncopondents to call such evidence as they wished. 

il1h~ HllIJl?ai Watl hoard in Tnnna and Was fourteen days at hearing. 
:t hnlf41 !tut OUt tbo .Judgment ill ports in an attempt to simplify the 
matter. 
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'l'hp. History of the Volcano 

Tl'tin is incorporated in the Geology of Tannn \o/hich is taken 
froll1 a Geological Survey by J.ll. Carney, PL. D. and 1\. l1acfarlene, 
B. So. Hnd printed f01' the New lJebrid~G Joverllll1ent (now Vanuatu) 
in 19'19. 

The history GhOl-1B that the inland of Tannn is a result of 
Volcanic eruption "which took place [lOme ccuturier:; "ago. It is 
stated in the sUrvey that Ynsur Volcano, by comparison with 
radio--carbon estimates from r.;imilar· ash coneD in tl"le i~3land of 
Ambrym On Vnlluatu) eald"ern is perhaps 1\0 older Ulan 1+00-500 
ycar6. 

Tho Geology is as follows:-

'. 
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GEOLOGY OF TANNA PAR'l' I 

'l'ANNA 

Tannu is th 0 i·largest of th.e four sou th ern i olnnds described 
in thiu report and hoo a totnl land area of 550 lema.. It has a 
crescontic coastal outline and has been built up by successive 
phases of v6lcanic activity and reef Limestone growth. The 
oldest rocks belong to th e Green Hill Volcanics, a Late Pliocene 
series of subaerial bAsaltic lavaS in the north and associated 

'bDsaltic-ondesito pyroclasticG in the easl:. The 'ronno Reef 
Limestones, of,Plio-Pleistocene to Recent age, rest on the older 
volcanics and wer~ formed during three main phased of fringing 
reef development and contemporaneous upl i ft. Th e h/o oldest uni ta 
are overlain by tho Late Pleistocene Tukoomeru Vol~anics which . 
are mode up of a largo basaltic stiatovolcano in southern Tanna 
and an extensive series of andesitic pyroclastics in the central 
and northern ~egiollB. A succeeding episodo of basnltic-andesite 
to andeGi t e vol clwici ty belongs to th e uppermost Ln t e PI ei stoceno 
to Hocent Siwi Group of southeast 'l'nllna and includes the presently­
active Ya8ur Volcano. 

Holocene.deposits include a coastal platform of Recent raised 
reef along tile western margin of the iGlaud, alluvium and an 
active fringing reef. 

GREEN HILL VOLCANICS --_ ..• 
Distribution and Stratigraphic Relations 

Tho Green IIill Volcanics take their name from the village of 
GrHen lIill in north Torll1a Hhere the formation has its greatest 
Ii thologivnl and morphological expres,sion. In this area the 
volcanico give riso to a sharply-dissected terrain rising from 
sea level to about 400 m in the central part. Their morphology 
is in marked contrust to that of the overlying Tunna Reef 
Limestones which .form smooth and grass-topped rolling hills. 

South of the main outcrop the formation liea beneath a 
blankot of lavao and pyroclastics belonging to the Tukosmeru 
Volcanic,; l1nd Giwi Group. ·[i;xposures aro confined mainly to the 
more deepLy-incised rivers and to co'ostal cliff sections. 

Content and Subdivision 
, , _._--....;.;..-

illit! ftirnidtHJi1 is 'rlinde t.lp of subaerially-erupted basalt­
~1fil6idhti~ §dqtltiheUa ddrived from two former centres located 
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6-
respectively in the Green Hill and Waeaiai-Lowniel areao. 
Accordingly the formation has been oubdivided into two units, 
namely the Volcanic centres of Green Ilill and Waesisi-Lowniel 
and the Pyroclaotic deposita which lie between them. 

At the Green Uill centre the lavas are sparsely-phyric and 
have radially-disposed attitudes. The more porphyritic basalts 
of th!) Wae8isi-Lo~llliel centre" on the other hand, are consider­
ably fnulted and have an eusterly dip commensurate with that of 
the immediately-adjacent Pyroclastic deposi ts \"hich contain rare 
flown of baGal t and basul tic-andesi te,. 

'1'he relationship bet'rleen the PY1'oclastic deposits and the 
Green lIill c~ntre is not known as ncceGG to the critical outcrops 
Was cleni ed b,Y. th e local poople. 'l'h e pyroclllstics appear, however 
to grade Illterally ,soutllwnrdo into the Wacs} si-Lolo,'nicl cent.re; 
lavas of thiG centre nre petrographicHlly similar to those of 
the younger 'l'ukosmeru Volcanic.s and mny be intermediate in age 
between this formlltion und the Green Hill centre. 

(i) VOLCANIC CENTHES 

The Green Hill centre compriseG basalt l[lvas and subordinate, 
interbedded pyroclastics with an overall thickness of at least 
200 m. 'fhe succession dips radially outwnrds from a focal point 
near Lownimll~'pon, and to the east has been eroded into concentric 
and arcuate basalt ridges left by the, preferential removal of 
interbedded and Gofter pyroclastic deposi to. Similar arcuate 
ridgeo to the north have trends anomalous to those east of 
LownilllhapoIl' find nlHY delineate the oi tes of former parasi tic centres. 
In the weot the lithology is dominated by scoria and tuff. 

'l'h 0 most con tinuous exposureo th rough th e easterly-dipping 
port of the Green lIil1 centre aro found in the Loalcita River. 
Mussive well-jointed and 1.5 m thick basalt flows with acoria­
ceous top and bottom surfaces outcrop in the lower reaches of 
this river; thicker units of red, crystal-rich lithic tuffs inter­
bedded 'rIith yellow pumice lapilli tuff occur between the basalt 
flows. Occasional well-jointed lava bodies petrographically 
similar to the floWG are probable feeder dykes. 

S t l' a t i g r u ph i c Hll y lower 1 a v a un its, up to 3 m t h i c Ie, in the 
rnidulo LOllkita Hiver pnoG dO'rll1-oectiol1 into massive basalt lavas 
Iii til l'ubbly interflow uni ts which form a series of rapids in a 
gorge cutting through the western-Illoot of the arcuate ridges. 'l'he 
same lovn-pyroclaGtic alternations are found in the river sections 
fill tli 01' to th e I\orth aud in th e LOvlcai Hi ver til ere is an accom­
pHClyjllr; IlHing in dip slope in this direction. Compound or multiple 
biiBcd H (\ If:lvIlG outcrop in tho Loanbul3 rliver as 1.5 m thick flows 
U~PH~dt~d by 0., m thick rubbly zones of 6coriAceou6 breccia. 

tJ;It't; 01/11'.1 ti C 1. i th 01 ogi e C3 domina t e th e G re en II ill c en t ro west 
of tmw~l·tlrl. On footpath exposures north of I tonga th ey nre 
Wt!RGt!l'ly u dl.ppinL\, pnle-p;rey and fine grained tuffs wi th clay and 
pisolitic intercalations, nncl occaoionnlly contuin more indurated 
lJOndD "i th ejec,tcd bloclw of basal t.ie lnvn. COllrl3e ogp;lomerntic 
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units in nearby river sections contain breadcr~st·and cowdung 
bornbn, up to 1~0 crn across, and have steep north erly di'ps south 
of I tonf,a at variance wi th the regionn1 trend; they may have 
been derived from parDsitic cinder cones. The appnrent high 
stratigraphic pooi tion of the pyrocllwtics 8uggcnts thnt they 
largely post-date the basalt lava-pyroclastic successions 
expotlcd e1 Gewh ere around Green .. Hill. 

'1'lIe Wucoisi-Lovmiel centre is exposed in coastal cliff 
sections around IJowniel and Hnesisi Vll\ere i t compri6~~G tViO 
exteIloive outcrops separuted by nn infilling of.. younger Siwi . ,~ .~ 

Group pyrocluot1cs. . 

North of ~oVlniel a 70 m thick sequence of massive to 
lenticular units of conroe scoria and tuffaceous breccia, 
interbedded wit~ lensoid masses of compound or multiple basaltic 
lava flowo, iG exposed in verticnl· .sectioll; th e bat~al ts nrc more 
porphyritic and richer in olivine thnn those of the Green lIill 
centre. The scoria content decreaGes towards Waeaisi where the 
lava-dominated succession i:.:.; intruded by numerous small feeder 
dykes. r~ust of LOViniel the succession is displaced to the south­
eaRl; b'y normal faults, and ansocinted fault-drag probably accounts 
II ere for the local eaGterly dip. Lenses or wedge-like uni ts of 
scoria llud tuffaceous pyroclastic breccia with intercalated 
compound lava flows are ugain fround ill the cliffs west of Waesisij 
lhe variable'dips of the lavas may indicate derivation from 
severnl local sourceD. Numerous feeder dykes cut the section; 
they nre 2-5 m wide, folloVi sinuous courses nnd send out branch­
like offshoots which become gradually trnnsgressive before passing 
into overlyin,!; compound flo\"{ units. Hnny of them have mnssive 
lava G'~ntrea ~/hich become more scoriaceous outwards and merge 
gradually int~ surrounding coaroe pyroclastics. 

IlIland of the coastal sections scoria and yellow pumice tuffs, 
wi th massive porphyri tic basal t intercalati.ons and ~vi th a gentle 
weGtwnrdn dip, can be neen in the road-cutting on Lowanialu hill; 
they probably occupy the flunlcs of the Waca.isi-Lowniel centre. 
Flow units observed in landslide scars on the encarpment to the 
south of Lownnialu hill indicate that here the lavas are thiclcer 
and more lI1aGsi vo than th OGe nt til e coast. 'I'h ey can be traced 
laterally for two kilometres and appear to pass beneath the 
northern flank of the Main Cone unit of the Tukosmeru Volcanics. 

(ii) PYHOCLflS'I'lC J)~POSl'l'S 

Pyroclastic deposits outcrop ill eastwards-draining rivers 
between Oroen Hill and Waesisi and, as they [11:30 occupy a small 
inlier nljrbl1 of' Ill0Wlllov hill, are considered to extend Vleetwards 
\)~tiebth i-.ba '11atll1a Heef Limestones. They are composed of coarse 
tb rind rUMico tuff" ~nd pyroclastic brecciao with occasional 
iilri8tjivt~ at' bteccial.e Invn illl:ercalations and are overlain Vlith 
11 H~o'l ()I~i(!til con forrni ty by similar, but generally finer grained 
~ytdGludticQ of the Tukosmeru Volcanics. 
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Regional dips (15-20°) are to the cast, commensurate with an 
overnll increase in grain size downstreAm suggesting a tran­
aition in this direction in both a lateral and avertical sense. 
Numerous w8st-north-\-/Bl3t to north trending falll ts, wi th predo­
minanDtly westerly downthrow, displace the deposits. 

'l'ype sections of the Pyroclastic deposi ts arc exposed in 
the Loo.no.tonga o.nd Lenuni rivers. '1'he upper reaches of the 
Loanatonga ~iver contain mQssively-bedde~, yellow-brown pumice 
lapilli tuffs with some finer well-bedded horizons and occasional 
intercalatiolls of welded flow-banded tuff. Downstream these 
paos up into coarser, more massive tllffnceous pyroclastic breccias 
with cowdung -bombs, ca. 20 cm in size, and smaller ahgular blocks 
of blo.ck glass·; composi tionnlly th e glass is probably andesi tic 
o.s it is identical in appearance to an analysed block from the 
Lokunowla River to the south. The breccias o.re followed by a 
2-3 In thick, coarse black agglomer-ate which passes up into the 
flow-banded glaosy Bole of a 30-40 m thick unit of feldsparphyric 
baGal tic-andesi teo '1'hil3 uni t has an unusual pseudo-pilloidal 
internui. structure where the lava is separated into oval masses 
infilled by basaltic breccia. A coarse breccia conto.ining 
abundant Oil gular bloclco of blacle gloBB, nct in 0. red, fine grained 
nnd \~(!lded matrix, is exposed at the ri,:,er mouth. 

A Invu~8gglomerate succession, identical to that in the 
Loanatongn River, is olso founel in the upper reaches of the Lenuai 
Hiver. Downstream thio f3uccessioll cori\;inues for 0.5 !em and ia 
then ov(!rlllin by 01 ternationG of pumice lapilli tuff Dnd tuff­
aceous pyroG~uotic breccia. 

PUllliceouu tuffs fjimilnr to those of the type scctions are 
a1f.;o founel ill th e Lowkopki and Lelluingno rivera to th e north. 
A massive and ullbreccio.ted olivine-baualt unit is intercalated 
within the tuffs at both river mouths. West of the type sectiona 
finely-bedded o.nd southwest-warda-dipping pumice tuff, alternating 
with coarse agglomerates, outcrops in the river immediately north 
of '1'o'<llllov hill. 

South of LenamthBhin Point the deposits are coarse tuffa­
ceous pyroclastic breccias with abundant blocks of block 
cindery lava. The breccias appear to grade southwards into the 
J.ithologically oirni1ar scoria-lavo. Duccession of the Wacsisi­
Lawnir?l centre although the pussage is obscured, in cliff sections 
to tho south of the Nunnlunn River, ,by infilling tuff and agglo­
merate deposito of the Shli Group • 

.!If!, c. all d Cor nH II t i 0 II 

ttl lithology nnd degree of dissection the Green Hill Volcanics 
H1SfHhlll (:1 til (! Plo.tuBu Formation of Erromungo a6 described by Colley 
dMi Aoil ('197 il). l!cH.liomctric measurernentn on an aphyric basalt 
fi't)il\ hiin dt'ijt~li liill centre gave an age of 2./+5 m.y. which dates 
th!:! coicHtil~8 iit Lu\;e Pliocence and is in excellent agreement 
wi\:Ii'n rcocont dotormination of 2.ltO m.y. on a baGo.lt lavn from 
the Plo.tcuu Formntioll of ErromHllgo. Colley and Ash quote an 
average age of 5.7,i -=1= 0.59 m.y. for this formation obtained 
from n hornblende-bearing bUBo.ltic-andesite boulder from a basal 
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conglomerate. This Late Hiocene date more probabl:1 reflects 
the 3ge of the derived mHteriol, source ar; yet unknown. 

Dinc1l6sion 

The Green Hill VOIC(lllic6 compri:3c the remnants of three 
volcl'ltlic nggregations whose exact inter-relntionr;hLps are not 
fully understood because of opposition oy the Tannase to 
fieldwork in critical orCas. '1'he eroded ,roots of lJ Late Pliocene 
stratovolcano made up of sparsely-pltyric ·basal to and oli venc-
basal ts nrc exposed in the Green Ilill ~:lrea, nnd a :;ubHerlal 
depositiollHl environment: is indicated by the frequ\~nt multiple 
or cOml)(Jlllld flow-form of th e l[lvas a:ln by the reddnned nature 
of the intercalated pyroclll;stic hori~,oIl.s. II second volcr.wic 
centre in the Ylacsisi-Lowniel area fcatures an abundance of 
feeder <I,vleet> intruding a subaerial sequence of multiple basalt 
fLows ,.lId thick Gcorin ullit:,. tloticcahly the lavau here are 
porphyritic, petrographically comp~rablc to those of the Pleistocene 
'l'ukosmeru Volcanics, and hence possibly younger in D[";~ than those 
of th{~ Urcen lIill centre. 

'rhe PyroclaBtic deposits of east '1'ol1l1a, spntinlly situated 
between the Gr.een lIill and WaeSitli-Lowniel ccntr!!IJ, r.ontain 
subaerially-derived agglomeratic units with nhundant scoria and 
breadcruGt bombs. '1'he 'pseudo-pilloidal" brecciate appearance 
of thc intercalated basaltic--andesite flow in the Loanatonga 
River docs, however, argue for a part-submarine depositional 
environment. Southwards the pyroclastics appear to grade into 
scoria 1IId ts Ii thologically similar to those of the Waesiai­
Lowniel centr~. '1'heir coarse Eirained nature further to the 
north, <'J.nd the presence in them of Clndc6itic blockl.1 and II bosaltic­
on<ienite lova ,flow, 6uep;esto derivation from II separote centre 
characterised by an explooiv(J and 1I10re acid type of volcanism. 
'rhe whercnbouts of this third centre hnve not been recognised 
BIltl its location depends upon one of two possible interpretations, 
namely: 

1. The Pyroclastic deposits riprescnt the eastern 
flank of a form cr vol callo and th ei r r!~gi onal eos t­
wards dip if:; thus primary. 'fhere is no morpho­
logical cvidencc to support a centre in the west 
nlthOl.I[jh it: could have been peneplancd, by rapid 
erouion of sofl pyroclustic mnterial, prior to 
d (~ po nit i () n 0 f j; h c ,Y 0 lin gel' 1'1111 n a He c f Lim e G ton e 6 • 

2. The Pyroclrwtic deposi to represent the Hcntorn 
flulIle of n former volcullo now GI.lbmpr(;ed beneath 
13'.' 0 1. pvc 1 (I f l' 'J.' Il n n a 'oS e!\ s t ern c 0 ::w t 1 i 11 C • 'I'h i G 

n13UUln!?G thut tile incrp.8se in grClin size eastwards 
of l;h(~ pyruclasticB in n laterol tranl3iti.on to 
cOllrser deposits, i.e. closer to tho forlner centre. 
III thirJ caGe tile original regionf11 dip must have 
bocn HcstvJardG and rotation into the oPJJosi te 
direction, by D. procp.ss such ;)'s dowll-flexuring, 
muot have occurred. Tectonism of this type muy 
h a v e bee n n s soc i n ted wit" tlH? 1 D t ere [\ s hi a r d s 
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dOHnfaulting of post-Older rnised lime8tones age 
which cauGed subsidence of Tanno's eastern margin 
in the Plio-Ploistocene to Enrly Pleietocene. 

The second interpretation is the one preferred although 
confirrnntion, that coarsening of the pyroclastic deposits east­
wards in n lateral facies chunge and not just n vertical change 
up til f! Eluccossion, il3 still required. 

At some stage, following cessatiqn of volcanism, earth 
movemellts brought nbout subsidence of· the Green Hill centre 
beneath Gea level. Growth of a reefal complex on the submerged 
lnndmnss follpHed, the reef being subsequently elevated as the 
Older raised limeotones. 'rhese limestones Call be traced south­
\'/ards into the· Middle Bush aren where the,y are presumed to overlie 
the Pyroclastic'deposits. The interpretation of tl~e geomor­
phology of the early Green I1ill Volcanics landmoss is to some 
extent expressed by the distribution of these limestones and is 
discusned below. 

TANN~ REEF LIMESTONES 

Dir;tdbution, Subdivision and StrlJUgraphic Helntions 

'l'ht! 'l'anil~ Heef Limcntones have an extenfiive out crop along 
tho we.'3t.ern and 1l01'thern mllrgins of TanllB but are largely absent 
in the eaGt of the island. The,Y hElve been subdivided into three 
ul1its which frol1l ,youngest to oldest are: 

Recent raised reef -

a low-lying coastal plntform well developed in the 
west, but only of sporadic outcrop in the east and 
[lOU th eaG t • 

Younger raised limestones -
a broad and gently sloping-plateau along the western 
and northern lJWrgin8 of the island. 

Oldor raised limestones _ 

occupy the steep northern and western flanks of the 
island and extend southwards as a narrow and dis­
continuous ridge west of the Middle Bush area. 

Tho Oldor raised limestones res~ unconformably on the Green 
Hill Volcllnic6 in north Tanlla but further south their base is. not 
exposed. A t~ctonic episode of some magnitude preceded the 
ctevelopl1lont of tho Younger reef limestones as is evidenced in the 
ndt-tlif:)uHt I'IIU~:t'~! til E!y rest unconformably on ~he faul ted Older 
ri;d. 8~ii t tiilds \;(Jilc G nlld ovorlnp direc tly on to th e Green II ill 
iit:;l.e[1.i"dt:a ilt>lil; L!:lotliliiIia. 

q 

':lih~' bH) rjlilel' uuits arc widely capped with unconformity by 
p,yt\t3qldtltlh d('IlOt)i ts of th e Tukosmeru Volcanics, 01 though back-
t'I!'~l' cU' bench deposi ts of the Youne;er raised limestones occasionally 
grade iutu tuffs, und nugr;est developlll(~nt in part cnntemporaneou6 
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'/ith volcanic llctivity. 'fhe llecent relised reef, however, 
entiroly post-dator:.; the 'rukosm(!ru VolcAnics. 

Content 

~ , 

'l'h e 'I' an llll He e f Lim est 0 n esc on t n i 1\ t h (! Va rio u Bel (! rn e n t 6 

[1T1([ fl1Gion of a ror.;rel;si vo reef nl though, in til 0 case of til e 
lif(;nllt rlliGed limoGlonos, forc-r(!()f ~cpolJitG nre not exposed. 

, 
'l'YllicaJ. noqucncco comprioe fore-reC!f calcllreni tes 

1~l'nclinR into, or overlain by coral-nlgal nlllin-rc(!f lirnentones 
Hi. til occllGioll}ll lenocu of Ingoonnl back-roef t,ype. 

(i) OLDER RAI~~D LIMESTONES 

'rhooa limcstono8 outcrop exl:en[Jiv(~ly in the north and give 
r:i.so to rounded arId flflt-topped hilln \-lil.l1 steep c;enword olopea, 
n[l typified by tit. EnumHan. '1'0 t.he \-Icst of Urnell JIill the 
.lj,lrJoDtonen pro,1cct abovo tho gClleral level of 1.111) Green 1Iil1 
VolcnnicB but to tho uuot on the fll.lllJ;n of L(J\veYllltau ridge, wlJere 
the volc[lllicfJ have n greater eroGiOll-I'fH>istnnt l·avo content, 
they arc some '-f0 III 10;/01'. There iu also n erndunl decrease in 
limcutone elevatioll cBotwardn, from 547 m on Nt. Enumwnn. to ca. 
3UO In on Hapiiua hill. To tbe south of Green Hill the limestones 
extend no n line of discontinuous ridges with steep seaward 
ulopes and eastern scorpG. Betlteen thes'e ride;eo the river valloys 
hove cut through the younger pyroclastic deposits of the 
'.l'ulwsllIeru Vol'canicl1, in oome CtHleO to 30 m depth, \"i thout 
ull(;overing the limeotone bedrock. 

Tile most widely distd,buted roc]{ typos are main-ree-fa.cieo 
cOJ'nl-nlgnllimeatoneo. These are hard, creums coloured and 
n1E\tJo:i.vcly-beddod 'tith large coral hend (lither in their original 
[',J'uvlth pOlJi tiono or sligh tly displaced. '}'ho limestone matrix 
iu entirely recryotnllioed and contninq'poorly-sorted clasts of 
cural-algnl fragmento, 011011 ·debris and occasionul basalt pebbles. 
13/1111\1 depor:dto of thie fncies, expofled aD debris on the Green 
!/jll-I'lt. Enumwan footpath at tho contact \lith Green Hill Volcunico, 
Ill'O \VeIl-sorted basalt-pebble con~lomernton with I.l hard and 
mUlIeallifel'OU6 cement. 

nodded unito, oach about 10 m thick, of calcarenites and 
.U./illltltono urocciao ura eXJlosed in tll'o lowor and middle outor 
":1 "PMI of Ht. gnumHon. 'l'hey dip ocrntnrds nt 10.-'15° and arc 
1:11'11/(11 1; t.o be fore-reef fuei es deposi tn. Th e only buck-reef 
fod,(HJ outCl'OPIJ rccoguiaed by interdigi tntion of the two uni ts 
Iii>!!!' Vol/qt. Hloclw of alH.loaitic glass within the pyroclastic 
iq;;,iill;tHj tiC t;11r1 ilill lHvor 6uggeot, hOvlever, that periods of 
\lJf',(Ji~IIUt~. F,jj()llooi.vn 11Ct1vity, perhnpo related to chang'es in magma 
(if.lil i \.3bIlJ Hah l'i'tJIIl btl/Hll t to andeni te, \-Iere a dominnnat featUre of 
11111I.I!t:Jlilfl!"·U 1j'jtll/lniom at certain timeo during tha eruptive hiatory. 

I\I~cllrnl\lnti()n of ohelly, rcvorked tuffs at the base of the 
PyroclllGtiG l\pro,n toole place in pocJcetn along the unconformuble, 
junction with the emerging Younger raised limestones. Following 
upU.ft of tho limeotoneo above sea level, hOHever, Gontinued aah 
und breccia fimiusiono gave riso to airfall deposits of primary 
pyroclastic breccia and pumice lnpilli tuff which locally \-Iero 
rC\'.lor!'cd and rc-depooi ted by fluviatile action no tUffnceous 
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[ii 1. LI;tOIJf!U llnd conl}lomcratcr;. 

\'lith cessation of 'rulcesmeru volcanism GPvernl north\'/est­
tn!nililJ[,; :.;tcp-faults displacc(l the Hain Conc [IS u series of 
IJi()cl:s IICl'OGG ito cuotern nnd centrol ~;p.(;torG. POGsibly theGc 
eli ;'pJaccmelltG were t\ rejuvenation of the eastwardG dO\'ll1fnul ting 
G!ld dO'rIIl-flexuring of the Green, Hill VolcAnics to the north. 
1,\ addition, contcmporuncous eaGtlwrds tilting of l;he lInin Cone 
mil:~lL explain tho asymmetry of the edifiCe (JIld 'rIould 0180 equate 
\Ii Lh the regional cuut\,ardl3 til ting of 'l'nnllfl oosociateci 'rli th the 
upl ift of the Older ond Younger rals(!ci Iimcstolle ul1i ts. 

SH/I GnOUr 

The Shli Group is confined to southeastern Tonnn and is 
mnde up of pyroclolJtic deposits and subordinate lovas, mainly 
ollticaitc or baooltic-nndesite, erupted from n serieG of volcanoes 
l"rlllging ill ngo from uppermost Late 1'1eiGtocenc to the present. 
The 'lolcnnic centres lio on the Yenlwhe lIorot, n prominent ridge 
bounded hy Sulphur Bay nnd Port Hesolution. Uplift of the horat 
and development of the Silli Rine Frncture huve effectively 
ct.'pllrated the volcanic centres from tlte ourrounding and more 
ellte'naivc pYl'oclastic hinterlnnd. 

Three main episodes of volcal1iGm can be differentiated in 
the Siwi Group. 'rhese are, youngest i'ix:st: 

'lasul' Volcanics - contain the presently-ncti ve ash cone 
of Yasur. 

, OrnbuG VoJ_canicG - l\ recently-extinct cinder cone possibly 
con temporuncollG in nge with th c l'lain 
Cono Culdera lavllo of tho Ycnkahe 
Volcanics. 

Yenlwho Volcanics - the most exte{lOively developed of the 
three volcHllic episodes.· Hest \,/i th 
unconformity 011 both the Green Hill 
Volcanics llnd the 'l"uk,bpmeru Volcanics. 

Yonknho Volcnnics 

I. 

'1'he YenlHlho Volconics have beeri 6ubdi'ville1r. ],nto the Main 
etollO, [\ volconic edifico on the Yenlwhe Iiorst ,ond the Pyroclastic 
!\I't"'t1 o.·!llr.h formo n diooectod p:tnin Gllrroundinr, the [lhli ning 
!<'J'I1Gl.:Ir'U nnti o)ctendill{~ in plnceo for up to 10 lcm beyond it. Later 
VIii '!ltlW~t-.twtoflio {nt.lturoo on the horat l1(lvO obBcured What "/aB once 
p.I',dilll,J.,y /1 d(Jlji~L~ur.'llt.ion of aLigned cellt.res on the "lain Cone 
lillt ['\.(~I:. IJlhlHirj lllcJ.ucl() n small cnldera structure, now containing 
Ulq }d1 uI1{)Jlb:l.,Y"'tltd:lvo Yaour osh COile, developed ncrOGO the western-

·1' 
iIH);i/j finl"~f't\ t\l1t1 1.1 ot1CJt-nol'th-eost trending chi'otal graben which 
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hrw ohli ternted other centres to the eant. 'l'he extrusion of 
lntc-otnge CRldora lE'l.~oB iB aGGOCillted vrith these volcano­
tcctonic evellto. 

(i) I1i\IN CONE 

'['he "[cstern flunJts of th 0 Nain Cono nrc pnrtly covered by 
UP! younf,cr Ynour aoh cone and "conBist of subaerially-derived',. 
C().'\t'fJC grey Gcorin and cinder dCPOL>itS. ~Nassivc big-feldspar 
hn:;nl tic-nlldeoi te lava outcrops on tJl(~ northern flanks at 
lloflllpi.pi hill and mny alGo be present 'on' the southern flanks 
1\1 though thin hUB not; heen confirmed in the field. The massive 
lfl'fn is equnt9d wi U?, ~r:i.milar flows found in tit e PyroClllGlic 
I\P)'OI1 on the C?Bst het,~ecn LOHtololda Point nnd Ififa Point. 

Coaotal exposures o,f tho eastern flanks beh/cen Port 
flcG01ution and Sulphur Bay are Imterlain depOGi to.' Along tho 
northOI'Il ohore of .Port Hcsolution there 10 ri homogeneous sequence 
of fine, grey-green tuffo \lith oedimentar:r otructures which 
tnclude·croGG-lllminntion, load and prod caots and animal tracks; 
no foraminiferal testo were observed, however. Similar tuffs 
uri) HI GO found to til 0 north woa.t in Yauss Buy wh ere th eJ havo a 
rcgionul northeonterly dip und nre cut by a five'metrc-thick 
plng-like lntruoive, ox tending from \;hich are two thin and 
GOlleordr.lIlt oillo or flQ?tp of glaony 1111d brecciated basal t. Tho 
tuffo betwco~~tho flows ~ro contorted and contain thin lenticlea 
of poorly-sorted brecciaa \'lith lovu cl,aGto. Westwards along the 
:..lulphur Day ohore theso breccillG thicJtcn' and become extremely 
CO:I1'GO with bouldero, mnny in cy.ceOG of tvlO metres in size, of 
nnr;u1.1r feldspnrphyric banal t lovn BUrl 1e813 frequcntly, quartz 
gabbro and diorite. '1'he mutrix is tuffaceouG and Hlao containa 
11 illl';h mud component; Lhin, together with n completo aboenr.o of 
[)ul'L:i.ng, ollggcots <icpoo.ttion by rnar>El-flOlmgo dOHn the oteep 
fm\.'IllHI'lne flunlw of the volcano. 

Continuinc; "/eot along the Sulphur Day ohare the breccias 
are underlain by finely-laminated tufIo,of Port Hesolution-type 
l.llld the contact io dioplnced .by numerou'::;, closely-spaced normal 
fnlll to wi th un average c/;\oterly dilJplncement of about two metreso 
Overlying the breccias and laminated tuffs with probable uncon­
fOl'lnity, and forming the planed-off oastern surfaco of Yellknhc, 
oro pille-yellow tuffaceous brccc~a8 of an entirely different and 
/;uIJaorilll chnrnetor. Thene contnin lava bloclw and muy, further 
illlrHlrl, on{~loBe a massive lava flow continuoun with that exposed 
on llo!lnpipi hill. In tho {lxtremo oa'ot thin vonoorlJ of Recent . 
1'111 (le(1 reof cap th~ plllnq,d-off Yenkahe surface above Port Reaolution .. 

(;l~.) PYHOCLAOT1C APRON 
,~W\, .. + ..... " ....... _ 

'Ph (j tt,yi;'ooll\otic Apron i6 an ox tenoi vo oHotwardo-dippinS 
tHji\1IUiI(](J of !Jdmnl'y und rO\'lOdtcd tuffs, broccioo and agglomerates 
\/t1It olt)lnrlllfl ~,n coaatnl cliff sectiolls both to tho north and 
~l(l\'Ll} rJ! the YClnltnho Horst. To tho north of the horst, bot\"een 
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f3l11phur BIlY and Nunriluan Hiver, the succession rests with 
ll11GOllformi t,Y ngainot in fossil topo(r,rnl'hy of Green Ilill Volcanic6 
(see Figure 3). Although there is considerable facies variation 
<Ilong this section II very generalised otrntip;raphic order is 
Ilppnrent all followo: 

'fop -

Bottom 

Pumice tuffs und tuffaceous pyrocluotic breccias 
unconformity 

Breccio-conglomerates 
Bi~ feldspur basal tic-un'de's! to 
Hed ana black ngglomerates \-lith intercnlatcd 

broccio-conglomerateD and pumice tuff0 

Laminatod turfs 

.. 

GHEEN HILL VOLCANICS 

West of Waenisi (A-C), Figure 3) the lamin~ted tuffs occupy 
brondly outiclinal structures. 'I'1l!'!y nre I'Iuterlllin deposits, 
W'c,y-grC'iIl in colour" \Ii th croGG-l)()dding I convolute laminne and 
r;lump stl'uctli·res. 'fo the \'Ieot of 'C' the tuffn contain cr086-
b~dded intercalations of thill, coarse, breccio-conglomerate units 
"i th pronounced reverse grading ut the contnct Hi th overlying 
(l/;glomerl.1te. l~aot of LO\Hliel the tuffs nre gently flexured, 
cJ:oGI3-bedded' and display course horizono with occaGional angular 
lilvu blocles, they are here mnrkedly uncorforrnable upon 13coria 
dnfJQ6i ts of th 0 Green IIill Volcanics. 

Red and black agglomerates huve an intermittent but wide­
spread outorop along the Sulphur flay - Nunaluan Hiv(:r section, 
ore found in the rivers between LOl-Il'\nialu hill and Lako Siwi 
nne! ore 0100 exposed in coaatol cliffs .to the 1J0uth of the 
Y(~llJcllhe 1I0rB!; bet\~ecn Ififn Point and'ImwllkL Between 'A' and 
'e' (FiBuro 3) th 0 bllonl black agglomern toa thin out aCrOB.B tho 
111rninated tuff anticlinoo and have themselves been affected by 
[.1. exuring. Dotween 'G-H' and at 'D' and 'J' intermixed red and 
blnck agglomerateD are intercal~ted wit~ pumice tuffs and with 
unito of brcccio-collBlomerate of posGible torrential or 'cold 
11l11l.l1" ori gin. 

Tho agglomornteQ are agglutinated Bpatter and cinder deposito 
c'!iripooeri of shnpeleoo scoria fragments, fll}(\ r.ibbon and cowdung 
bumbo (Plate IV) of Hndesi tic composition. 'rhe deposi ts are recl­
vll.'llhh6I"'dd ill oortain horizons and locally contain abundant 
Ii j fJokt1 tJf lJnM,l tic-nndooi to, gabbro and quartz diod te, blocles 
II;' (jlJtu1b\ d:l.cH'i ttl n1'0 purti culnrly common south. of I fi fa Point. 
}'l;,!lh ut lJOWlli()l at 'G I rod, \folded ogglolllera'tco over 20 m in 
"I! \(thil~tW I,lOntl1in tHO metro thiclc ribs of red-\-Icothered, glasoy 
11H'ltlnl Hu ttWH wi tit n porcellanous texture und rhyoli toid 
lwn,f:t.ng. Thllt thi~J may reflect remeltiuf, and pre-con:;olidation 
fJowoge io derno~otrnted in coustol outcrop between Ififa Point 
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lInti the Ynlcwannrip Hivf!r where lcsn-intense r;(~lding and 
vertical compreBoioll have in plnces irnpnrted n discoid and 
otrealcy fabric to the agglomerates. 

( . 

Dig-feldspar bnBnltic-anJeGitc lavas rest on tIle agglo­
merates at 'II', and at Hhiteonnds nrc the IOHermost rocks 
exposed. TIley are identical ·in composition and appearance to 
.tho masoivo lavnn on the Hnill Conp. nort.,IIp-rn flalllw Ilncl are also 
found in cOllotal oeetion beillep.n Port Heooillt.i.oll llnd Ififn 
Point. Ilt HhitoBands the lavon hllve' t~meocent nt top-surfaces 
nnd are overlain hy COarse brBccio~cong-top-Burfaccs nnd are 
overlain b:{ coaroe breccia-coIlGlomerato. Epiclnstic baoal tic­
nndeui te bloclw in th 0(;0 breccio-conGlomera t es arc j,n termixod 
,"Ii tit pri mary ·pum;ice tuff containing well-preoerv~d, glassy 
J.'i bbon bombo. , 

Breccio-con{)lomeratcs occupy. a ma(wive lOllS in the cliffs 
at '13' (Figure 3) v/here they reot on the upper part of a 
laminated tuff anticline and grade laterally into agglomerates. 
Ilt the' contact with the aggl.olTlernteo they are pole-yellow, coaroe 
tuffs with abundant angular blocks of lava, and bombs either in 
" completo atate of preoervation or partly fragmonted. Reworlced 
tuf[ with conglomcrntic lenticlcfJ is the dominant facieo at tho 
contuct ",i th the laminated tuffs. 

From rlhi teeando beach westHards to 'I' th e breccio­
cong-lomerlltes thin out complotoly frl)m ·a maximum thickneoB of 
1'1 v c motreo. 'I'h oy oro mnBoi vely-bedded lind poorly-sort ed, ,"Ii th 
n friablc,~~oar/Je and tuffncBou5 matrix. Ilbundant bloclcs, up 
to, uno metre acrosD, of both porphyrit.ic nnd l1phyric lava, to­
e;'Jther wi t.1l .o()orJ.a frogmcnto Ilnd complete or frl..lgmen ted gla66Y 
1'1 bbl)n bornbo I 01'0 tho mojor conHti tuen tn. 'l'h e bombo nre oimilar 
to those fouJld oloewherc in tuffn and pyrocltlstic breccia6 of 
t!IC Hiwi Group but have variable angle9 of rest and were probably 
ollbJected to 80mO deBroo of trnllsport during or ufter depoaitioll. 

Pumic tuffs and tuffaceous pyrocl~Btic breccias overlie 
til 0 I.lig-feldapar basal ti c-andesi t e wi th erosional unconformi ty 
nt Whitesnnda and rfifa Point, alld overlap onto red agglomerateD 
j.B tho more distal parto of the Pyroclaotic Ilpron. At tho eroded 
contnct \-lith underlying agglomerate oouth of Ififa Point the 
Gnonl horizon conoiots of bedded, tuffaceoun volcanic aandatoneo, 
gri to anti thin, crocw-bedded pebble conGlomerates i theso aro 
ouccaoded by finely-lnminated, and,posoibly waterlain, reworlced 
tuffn wi th thin int(Jrbedded cOll{)lomerate ienticlcs. Upl-lardo 
thcGO sediments pass into conroer, more priml.1ry tuffacoous 
P;;A'o'.!lnlJtic bl'occiao 11ith 5-20it lava blocks aTi11 Glaosy ribbon 
bC'InbIJ, tho lattor attenua.ted up to one metre in length but seldom 
mOi'!'! blUlII '10 em in th1.clmesB. Hibbon bombo of identical appear­
Wltlti J,I\ hd'flj at Hili tonont\o ,bench ul'C andesi tic in compo6i tion. 

~1I1,1::jl\fl 1:hl1 Pl'OOUlllod atraHgraph ic equi val on ts of th oae 
I.!UIIUliUl i;ui'fn and brocduo 01'0 tho coaroo, grey and stratified 
oJ.ulhir do!)oe:ltn which U.e at the edge of the YaBur ash plain on 
the north nide of Lalce Siwi. 'l'heoe deposits hove a General 
l30lltherly dip, ,probably induced by flexul'ing associated with the 
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Ghri lUng Fracture, and nrc the ciiotnl extellsion of the grey 
Gcor:ln llnd cindors of the Yenknhe I'lain Cone weotern flank. A 
lhiclc tuff Gequence extends to the north of Lulee Siwi and at 

( ,") 

the uase of Lowanialu hill is conrr,e r~railled, ~rith lenticular 
llorizono of red and blacle agglomerate. In river 2.7 km to the 
[;outhcnot, however, the tuffn l:ln~ extremely fine grained \'rith 
croGG-bedding and slump structnres similar to these of the 
waterlain laminated tuffs found weHt of Hacsioi; further down­
GtrclllII the tuffs root on a lava unit \'Iit7 a basal breccia/aggfo­
m(!ro.l e. 

'fho prominent hill immedilltoly to the southuest of IJake 
[;iwi .from aerial photographic evidence, has the form of a small 
cinder cone Hith [\ summit crater nnd prohabl'y cOlltributed to 
Lite Yenlwhe tuffs 1n this orca. 'fhe eastern flanl~ of the cono. 
hOG been trannected by the Shri Hing Fracture. 

<. 

(iii) CALDERA LAVAS 

Exiruoion of basaltic-anliesito lavao was associated with a 
/;lIInll lato-stage caldera, about 1.5 lOll in diwneter and no\'" 
cOI\\;ninillg tho preoently-actiV'c Iwh conf) of YIH3Ur, which developed 
ncrO[l1l the \-Icoternmost centre of the Yenkahe Hain COlle following 
the eruptiolJl3 rrhich gave ri6e to the Pyroclastic Apron. Lava 
outflow \'1/13 j:hrough abl:ench in the southern cnldcra wall and 
occurred in two stages; the final upwelling was from a source now 
vioiule to tho llouth of Yal3ur a6 a 6mo·1L hillock of steeply­
dipping, red-crusted and tumescent andcuite. Doth of these 
outflo\'16 wero. ponded against the Shd Ring Fracture and now form 
Oil .extensive plntenu around the southern flanlcs of the Yenkahe 
I'lain Cone. 

OmburJ Volcanics 

These volcanic/3 comprise cinciers, scoria and blocks of 
feldsparphric basal tic-andesi te which malte up th e small and 
extinct cone of OmbuB with a summit crater breached to the east. 
'1'0 the northweot the cone is bnnlced ngainst the flnnks of the 
Ycnlwhe l1ain Cone and to the south straddleo the Slvd Ring Fracture. 

Yllsur VolcanicB 

(j, ) ~lOHPIIOLOG Y 

'1'110 Yaour Volcanics comprise the pyroclastic cone and ash 
plrdn of tho presontly-active Yasur Volcano (Plate V) whose summit 
HIIII (It ;1()'1 In t~bo'lc soa level. The cone io largely contained 
\d. Ud." tho Yolllt~ho ca.ldora and hao an asymmotric /3hape. '1'0 the 
Hflt1 t.1i, ~ill(H'o 1t io banked against the inner caldera wallo, the 
1'(lIJld' il1 no moro than 110 m but this increoseo to about 150 m 
11\llltll\UH'dn \dth tho olope of tho caldera floor in this direction. 
'J.lht! 1I01·th~/o/Ji: flanko extend beyond the caldera and drop stoeply 
Gome 300 m to the Lake Si\d shore. 'rhe summit crate io appro­
xilllately 700 m in diameter and about 200 m deep; when visited in 
1lJ?~j it contained three pi to aligned NIH·/-SSE of \-Ihich the northern 
0110, with at_laant olx vents, \-fao the moot nctive. ~ 
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The volcanic pile is predominantly composP(i of stratified 
neh und agglomerate deposi ts, ol. t.hough 'vlarden ('1965) has recorded 
thin intercalated lovn flows cut by narrO\~ red dykes wi thin the 
crater wallo. The outer flanks are covered by ~rey, unconsoli­
dated ash and scorin and are Ii ttereri wi t.1l filflmented CO\'ldung, 
and smooth breadcrust bombs. The breudcrust bombs have a 
characteristic striated and knotted surf~ce texture caused by 
flowage of cooling lava around 'large feldspar phenocrysts. 
Individual bombo may rench up to 1.5 m il"\ length, and on impact 
eiLh er remain in tact or di sin tegrnte expl'oGi vcly causing small 
avalanch es of 10000 material. Composi'ti\1nally th e ej ectamen ta 
are andesite, ranging botween 55-58%. 

A notable feature of the volcano in the] arge debris flo\ol 
on tho northwe~t flank which took place on 6th Hny.,1975 after 
a period of hlgh rninfall and intense volcunic nctivity. The 
avu1anche left a bo\ll-sh?ped Gcor (Plnte V) about 100 m wide an'd 

'1' . 
dep08ito~ aomo 50,000 ~ of debris as n lobabe-fronted apron for 
about 200 m beyond the volcano bose. Similnr runGS movements 
occurred on the western flanka in 1919 (Hev. 1\ Cnlvert, pers. 
comm. 1975) and their lobate flo\.,-fronts nre still visible at 
th c edge of Lalco Siui. 

At least three smnll fumarolic arens cnn be seen along the 
tree line nt the foot of the northern flanks. ~lese areas when 
nctive are extremely hot to tho touch, give off white wispy 
vapour and are surrounded by a thin powdery predpitate of aulphur 
and gypsum. ' 

The pre~ailing 60uth~ost windri ensure that pyroclastic 
fallout from YaBur io distributed over the entire island 00 

greY,ash ond dust, particularly during the more violent Vulcanian 
oruplione. 'rhey hnve alBo helped create the bare ond desolate 
/loh plnin \1hioh, with a radiuo of 2-3 km, io a diotal continu­
ation of the volcano to tho weat and northweot. Ash accumu­
lations here have formed a natural barrier, across a smnll valley 
Hhich onco ran do~m to Sulphur flay beb/cen Yaour and the Siwi 
lUng l<~racturo, and have impou.nded the bi'aclcish-\Illl:er Lake Shli 
in n shallow depression behind it. 

(11) HISTORIC AND RECENT VOLCANISM 

Captoin Cook in 1774 was the first European to observe 
Yaaur in eruption. From his anchorage in Port Resolution he 
notod hoavy ash falls but \JUS prohibi.ted from approaching the 
voloano bj tho local inhabitants. Later nccounto, by Mnw~on 
(1~05) and Aubert do la Rue (1937) amongst others, suggest that 
thu vol?UhO hUD beon continuously activo sinco Captain Cook's 
V,itlh wHIJ IHH'ht11HJ only minor modi fi cations to th e configuration 
rf f t Ii fl {) till t ti I' • 

.. Atlnor~ihG to Mawson, who relied on tho obsorvations of 
l!O'}. W. Ol'lJy, l~artiolllarly violont eruptions in '1B7B were 
;It'ld()11IP~n;l()d by ~ovoro oarthquakcs ~Ihich raised the Port Resolution: 
orca hrot by 20 ft and then later by another '12 ft. Similar 
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volcano-tectonic evento in 18~B apparently raised the area by 
a further 30 ft. In consequence the formerly safe harbour of 
Port ReBolution io now only suitable for small vessels with 
Ghallow draught. 

Eruptions of Ynsur are intermediate in type between 
'Strombolian' ond 'Vulcollina' nctivity. The normal cycle begins 
I.;i til mild exploGionn I'Ihich throH glls clouds mixed wi til ash Hnd 
lava tattcl'o abovo the crater rim. 'J'hLs activity builds up, 
gJ'[Hlunlly and culminntes in loud. gas detonations and c;round tremoro 
llccornpnllied by periodo of thick black aGh clouds alternating,\-lith 
pcrio'.io of lava bomb ejection high abovo, and sometimes onto, 
the crater ri"m. Hinor cUlminatioIls of a similar type, but of 
shorter <lurati"on" may aloo occur follovling slumps' of crater-wall 
dcbrifi into tho' VOlltl3 or after periods of heavy rainfall. Tile, 
number and confil)uration of. the vonts within the crater are often 
1l1tercd'durine tho culminations and at times tho crater may 
contain u small lnva lake. As far llS is knolin, however, no major 
lllV[\ ()xtruGion haD evor been recorded from the volcnno. 

1-10re intensive culminations! which are associated with 
Vulcaninn activity and mny la~t for several weeks or evon montho, 
havo becn recorded in 19GU, 19'12, 1971f - 75 and 197'1. In these 
yeuro thore was an almost constant pall of thick black aoh abovo 
the volcano tlhd frequent loud cietol10.tiono, follm/od by ojection 
of lar~c red-hot lnvn bombs nlld cold ~I.\V(l l>loclw onto the outer 
fJ.Hlllw of tile volcano. 

00000000000000 
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PART II ond PART III 

In this appeol I think it only proper to set out the claims of 
tile 1I'1O pm'tics. 

For the appellnnts there were ten \'JitlleGf3CG \~hope evidence 
briefly \'Jus as fo1lows:-

Sf 

pr'~'l'EH '.l'i\FLO t a mall of eigh ty ye,l1'G of age who come from Namipamw. 
Illtikl.l and who said the laud over \-Ihleh 'hi3 family has control encom. 
pn1iLiN; the Volcano. 'flint NnmiprIltrlnk Intika in a fnrn:lly name and 
LlIat lIia Nnlwmal is Lnutapas of which he i3 Chief. 'l'hat his own~r-· 
Ghip includeo ·the sides of the Volcano but he diu.not know \-Iho QHne 
tile cruteI' inGi,de~ lie oereed that the orca Yenalwhi joins the 
bounrinric,; of the Volcllno. .. 

He furthor agreed that:-

(0) HiLl fatherto Ilomo Was NM-1ATAU 
(b) WAKO WaO his grandfathor 
(c) lIiG language nome is KASAf/UI-1ENE 
(d) His IllllGuaee is IcllOl"IU as NAHAK 
(e) !.HNI I<IANIIA \"1lHl the llame of on!) of hiG nncestors 
(r) 'l'llIIt [,AO'l'APAS linG control over area 5 on the plan exhibit ono 

lIttnched 
(6) TI111t there were four nukallluln (:If .YENi\l\AJlI which are:-

1. ..IABOJ<IKAU 
2. '·J~MPI/l'OKA 
3. ENSEFA 
J.. K\>IONHA'l'UWOK 

~Ihcn Ni\PA'f 1'1'1 \"Ilia aluo cume from Loatllpao Nal{amal and l-/as also 
n Chief of tho said Nnl{(Hnnl. . lIe was b116ther to Peter Tafla. He 
()ollfimed lLio fl101ily had. cont'rol over uren No.5 On the plan exhibit 
1 nnu that it goes from coast line into the crater. He stated that 
tho Lt\l1d Committee in August 1981 decided that Area NO.5 Loatapaa 
Llllld rJlioultl come to him and Peter 'rafla and that th e Gaid committee 
CUllO:l.otEH{ of:-

NaGGe Kuaragkiri 
Jonan Nalau 
Johnny Kami ti 
Jack Niau 
Chief Nemaka 
Cldef Henglau 
Joo JOCloph 

Wilt lilHit t4 oopy Or tit 0 findings of the Commi ttee Wns shown to the 
~lIl:jHUtHi Ilt' thl) It111.Hld Court. 

lIu hl/lfl tltntnu thoro WnO a custom meeting in 1983 and that he 
llHt1n/lod the lIIoetlng rlith Peter ~?(lfla but that the meeting found 

\ 



that the HeGpolldents \-Jere the true OHllers of the; Volcano and 
land. lIe Gnid that the lund of Yell(ll~(lhi is[.rca If on the plan 
I~xhil)it I nnd that it GoeG up Lo the Volcano and inside. 

lie ended by admitting that he ~/(\G living at I[lnamakel because 
he waG ch;\L>ed out of IliG Nnlwn1<d Lontll}>uG by people of Yenokahi 
becl.I1lGe of a figh t. 

Then t!AI<AU IAUKOLPI otherwiGo Imown ,FJIJ I/lUKI\PI or N/lKI\U 
YAWKALEPIU said he "InS the chief of the Naknmal Yenamnkel and 
control.'; area 6011 plnn Exhibit I. .~. 
lie Gc.dd that accordinG to his D.llceGtors before the Volcano started 
the Inllci Ylherc" the volcano in siLuated belollgcd to his family line. 

That hiG nalcomal \'/hich is [l meeting place iG cloGer to the 
vo16ano than the nulcamals of N~sse the flespondent which are 
Empi to I co. and Enoefn. and Kwonimlltu\-loic. 

That his nnkamal Yenamakel controls tho nakumals in KaGuremene 
area No.6 Exhibit 1. 

That Nakamal JonalculllHli is in Kasarumene \-JhOlje chiefs are 
Doida and loa Nak~ut und finally, 

, -. 
'l'lJat tho nalcamal Lontopas h08 great~r control over the urea 
of the two stones Narulc unci Nave at ·Sulphur Day. 

,Then QUAnES JACK whose nnkumnl is LapenowinG or Lapaenuig said 
he Hun the chief of that IIl1knmnl IIli(l that the NalUlrnul controls 
llr,lpnimene \-Ih1ch i.s areH 1 on pInn Exhibit I rtnd that the area goee 
up to the hill nnd into the volcano. 

'l'lIat t.here nre many I1ukamuls in the area but hil3 nalcamal controll 
them all. 

'l'hat he knows \-/here Nasse the reGpondents land is but it does no1 
join the volcano. 

\ 

'J.'!Jat there urc four holes in the volcnno, one belongs to Yenalcahj 
0110 be1onC6 to KUGarulllene (nrea G Exhibit I), Olle belongs to 
Nnl.paimene (area 1 Exhibit I), and one beloneD to Nasepmene 
(ArC'Ll 2 Exhibit I) and, 

~lnt tho four custOlll lands join in the middle of tho volcano. 

;tii f,ttll.1V/lJl' to l:\ quoc;tion by one of my customs advisers TOM NUMAKI, 
t111~ ~Il tlHWI.l onid that the volcano started at North Tunna (Lanukol) 
'Llll!lI Ntlllt to South Aniwa, then Jenapukin and the11 to White Sando. , 

He onid that the volcano \las a man who came one day and stopped 
ond met two women and Dsked the~ if he could m~ke laplap to which 

-. 



Liley agreed. 'rho loplnp (a truditiollal Ni-Vununtu meal) Was 
co v C! red .Ii til co I' til. 'I'h e two Horn en HI! onc nameG were Sapia and 
HOlllIgn mllde a hole for him wherc hC! could [;tay alld "'Ilion he Was 
LhirGty they Vlould fetch GOrIlC Hnter for him in f1 bamboo pole. 
l\t night the man started to build up (l hill "'Ihich is the volcano 
to-(\[1Y, 

, 
Then aOmHlY lWMECI!I also knoHIl us' KOilE'l'I [;tuted::--

Ilia I1IlICIlJllol wcw IlantGngu and that he HIlG N° 1 Chief 

That biG "nnkamal controlD Naueprnene, that is area N° 2 on 
E::1i ibi t I . 

That the Clrea Dtnrts nt. Ihnlag.11 nnd 60CB up to' the volcano 
iIJL6 thc crntcr, 

'l'hat there are four holes in the volcano nanted:-

1. CriGun - be1ongo to Nnlpnemene 
2. Vlehiwehi - belongs to N[HJepmene 
3. KasmnCll - belonglJ to Nulwltlcne (Yenakahi) 
II. ICallllnun - belorygs to KUGurulIleno 

, -, 

That Quare/] Jack has control over NnpenU\"rin Nakamal for 
Nulpaimene, 

'l'hat Yenakahi is not 'close to the volcano but not too far away 

't'hnt the other chief of the nulwmnl is Knrnicwk und, 

'l'hat nrcu N° 3 on the plan ExhilJi t I Nnrnrnene pOSGesses a 
chief called MiOl.II,crcn and his nnlwmnl is Yemenwepen. 

'l'hcn Jl\CK KJi.HISl\K stated:-

'l'ltllt his nalwmn1 is Ilamangu and he it> the chief 

'l'hnt his nephcH JOHNNY KOI1E'I'I and he nre the chiefs of the 
1111 kamaJ. 

'Hlttt tho nnltomal controls Nasiprnene 

'l'IIrAL !tiLl nakamnl control all the other naltamul in Nasiprnene 

Ij/lillt hit} ff1thOl"tj Iluknmal lias Janpakul (Ianlnlnnpaker) 

1...., 

'I'll/It hllJ tllt:hol' \1no in control of Ilamangu but living at Janpakal 

1j'llnb 11ft 1t1'IOHO DAVID NJ\UI<J\ but he hus no righto over the people: 
td' :0 IU!ll'lnl}n. 



'l'h ell Gil A IlLI I~ In SHIP-In NG G tnt cd: ~ 

That hiD nalcnmul iG 11enwnpcn or YnnJ,llll'lapCn [lnd that he is 
the only chief. 

'l'hat he controls orca Narnmene, area' N° 3 on plan Exhibit I 
out his area does not go up to the volcano, or do hi6 
1111cestorG claim olvnerohip of the volcano. 

1bat Ki~ri is not chief. 

'l'hat there' are five llalwmnls in Ilrca N° 3 onu he is chief of 
three of .them and make decision" for them. 

'l'hen 'fIlOHfl.S NfI.\1OL statod:- '. 

lie Gnid hit; Ilalwmal is ISDmon and Ill! il3 the chief. 

That the red lille 011 plan Exhibit I represcntB the boundary 
line of lhe Presbyterian HiG[).loll and shoulu,really be known 
no the miGsion line. 

'l'hat it ~1ilS drnlm'in 1B70 to prevent the natives from stealing 
any lnnd. 

'l'hat inside the blue line 011 plan Exhibit II are the follo\1ing 
nreo.G:-

,-... 
K n8uremen,c 
'Nasipmene 
Nnramene 
Nauwaneng (Nuhamene) 
Nalpucmene 

lIe expressed a view that it would be quite improper for tho 
Hcopondents to claim ownership on bcllulf'of their nakamals a6 there 
o)'e many chiefs in that area.. 

, 
In hin view 8Ml Kfl.IIU and ~T1\GK NIVEN have rie;hts over the land 

:llld thLlt flfl.GSE nnd PIIILI~HON, hlo of the Rcspondents have no right 
()VO.l' tlltlt lund. 

'J'but thooe t\10 perDolls came froni \-Illite' GraGG. 

'i'hHt in custom tho chief of the big naJcnmo.l controls the area • 

. ,' 'I'Hut h" WfJ.ll adoptod by the chief of Isamon who toolt me there. 

t' 11'1111[; 1.1/'1 lin w(JrklJ for Government, Narua replaced me a6 chief but 
thllt h,! I~lill nlrlkeo all the decisions. 

u 'J.'lIl.1t hio unclo 11011<1\ told him about the PreGbytarian Mission 
line, finally, 

'fllut the mission line is the s~lIne line aG Nasoe (Respondent) 
wrote on plan Exhibit II. 
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'l'he lust I'titnes:3 for the J\ppellilntG HaS Si\H !,!i\UKi\UIRi\ who 
utotecl: -

That he HUS olected Chairman of the 'fnnnu Island Council by 
u11 the chiefs of 'l'annn. 

That from his kno\iled~e the chiefs of Nalpaimcne, Nasipmene, 
1<':lGurumene llnd Nuvllrmelle hL;ve control over the volcano. 

That according to custom the people of thef3e four· areas have 
[j right of o\wership of the lund ~n ,'hich the volcano sits. 

Pi\RT III , 

The ReBpondents and witnesseG then [jave eviuencr~. Briefly 
their evidcllce was:-

Ni\!JSE 1\\lI\Hi\NGI<IHI Hhosc nnl!ulIlaln were Inn J3i to\(O and )·:II;:io1'a. 

'l'hat five nalwmalu COlltrols the grounds of Yeneko.hi ,'hich starts 
nt Nave - Narale c].ot,e to the sea I1.t Sulphur 13I1Y, then to Lake 
luiwi nlbilg thc blue line on plnn l~xhilJit II to the Gea at 
Hnpungascn. 

lIe said for five generations h~s family controlled Ianbitoko 
[llld the"'land Yenakahi has been the land this nalcamal controlled. 

Ilu aaid Philemon is hin elder brother L\nd Sam Kahu and Jack 
lliven are his brother- in la\'IG by marriage. 

He Gaid Nalpaimene does not extend to the volcano also that 
Nasiprnene docs not GO North to the volcano. 

, 
lIe,Gaid that hin no.ko.mol :Ionnrnen bJ:ocks lhe way for nnyono else 
to the volcano hut it does not exist today. 

ne Gaid he kne\1 Nnraemcne and the boundaries of the land are 
l.ioulh of 1;~ and 13 on the blue line of plan Exhibit II Ylhich 
of-course means that land doe::; not border the volcano. 

lie ouid that Petor 'I'ana the first wi tness for the J\ppellants 
1u not chief of 1,ontopas and thnt Loatapns land does not extend 
{;rl thu volcnno. Later he said that the "land extends to the 
bottom of tho volcano but docs not go up to the volcano • 

• , ittl /11\111 YHI~tllmhi io (-1.11 the land within the blue" line of plan 
JilHhiMt U. 

'" Ii~ O~tl~t!lj 110 io tho custom o\'mer - there are four of them 
t. u. til () llcGponden tn. 
I 

lie soid he acquired the information about the land from his 
father Naunsen and grandfather Poytnlowawa ·about the year 1936. 
Further that hia father shoHed him the land many times. 



· . 
lie dellietJ that a great portioll of the Vo1l:ano belongs to Peter 
'l'a fIll. 

lIe Gllid he did not hear that Jack QUarel3 is a chief, Le. 
fourth wi tncss for th e Appell an tn. 

/le lJaid that the four Respondents are Cll:3tom o~mers of the 
land controlling by Nakamal Yaunanirn Hllich is N° 9 on the. blue 
line on JJlan Exhibit II or areu 2 on plnn li;xhibit I. 

lie IJId.d he did attend a meeting ~f ·the Lund Committee in 1981', 
vlhon it IJaG Gugecsted to him that the Commi ttee decided Peter 
Taflu'a lIokamal LoutupuG controlled the nren of Loatapas. 

This vii tllcuS .evaded the HnGWer Hnd ::laid he cannot talk .about 
Lon LaPl.lG. 'fhe'answers given by thiG witneG::l to the two custom 
ntivilJera indicated that he. War> not Gure of l.lllythiric; other thHn he 
vlnutn every-thinG for the Respondenta. 

Then JACK NIVEN otated:-

That he WaG chief of nakalllal Yalu-I[Ulmatwok Hhich controls the 
land of Yellakahi., 'l'he other nalcamals are:-

". 

Empi tol{a - Ch i e fo wh 0 arc. Ph il clnor and N aGGe 
lCllsefll - Chief is Jimmy Namtegnuu' 
Iabokikou - Chief is Kllrellb\\i Nnwao 
Yuwale '. ,- Chief is Sam Kahu . 

'l'hnt the 'volcano is Yenakahi lund. 

'!'Iwt tlnlptlimenn docs not go to the volcano. 

That Nascpmcne reo.ches the bottom of the volcano _ he then 
correcto himself and says that it r,eachea the bottom of II hill 
1l'1Xt to tho volcano. 

~IDt Naralllene is for away from the Volcano. 

First 110 says Kasurcmene docs not come to the volcano then 
CllrtllP;rJS hiG statement und ol1YG he docs not lenoVi land of Kasurmene. 

Iff] enid ho Imowo tho story of the volcano. 'fhat a person was 
called volcano because of supernatural powers. This story. is 
rolnted under paragraph, 'Stories'. 

II'ld,N l'litnoC30 under cross examination said that the land of 
fliW;J,J'"lt1ll0 J'rjr.WhOD tho bottom of the volcallo. 'rltio witness woo 
l~iJi,,-d.VI} utlrl I :JUtlt could not accept hio evidence DO tho truth. 

fl'll an SAM I(AHU stated:-

'flint his nnk'nmal woo Iurnalou nnd he is the chief. 

'7' 'l'hot he -inheri ted it from his ancestors. lIis father was chief 
'l'IV/\ nlld his grandfather chief IHSAP. His nalcalllal is in Yenaltahi 
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and he IcnOWB the boundaries becauGe his fathor told him. 

That the !)eoplc of Natamal Loatapns havo no right in Yenakahi 

Th n t th c pooplo of Laponov/inG, Ilnmangn, Hanupon, Kasurumeno, 
floGipmc!)o, Nalpnimene nlld Ncraelllenc have no rightn in Yonalwhi, 
his fatlter told hirn 60. 

lie 6IJid he put Jncit Naven in charge of the volcano, then he 
oaid hi~ fother did it. 

Thllt the CUGtomury rieh to are tranGmi ttcd through the cene -
l'ations [Iud pUGGed to Jacit Nllven. 

LiJLcr he ::wid -tlwt he could not in accordance "dLh custOIT! speak 
about the various nniw.mals. He actually aflGWerori m:IDY questions 
<t1)()ut naknmalo and then \"ilicll questiolls 1-1 err; I1s\l:oc1 (ind he seemingly 
did not 10l0\~ tho anrJl-ler he ment.ionc"d he had °no riGht to speak about 
them. lIe WllG not a convincing witncGs. 

Then JONAH NALAIJ I3tated:-

'I'hat hiB,~l1kl3.rnal is Yenamaha of which he is chief. 

That the people of NaSl1rUmelle belong to the nalcumal. 

lIe said Yalofi Nakamal conLrols tile land on which the volcano 
f;tnndG 0:11°(\ extends to Yenalcahi who have custom mmership of the 

. Inllci on Vlhich the volcano BtGndG~ 

lIe said tho lenders of Yenalcahi u1'e:-

Boi do. LnW[Hla 
'I'ubi te 
lJumpangao 
'.10'011111 (futher of Jacle Nfven) 
J (lelt N ouvul 
111111nUlII (Naooe's father) 

rIo Wao unable in cross examination to say which of the Nakamal 
tn J:uoururnolle io the largest. He denied that at u Land Committee 
Ill'Jdi.1l6 of tho 3rd Auguot 1981 the decision was that the land of 
ti\(! lJole/lno belongod to Potor 'l'n.fli.' He stated that lund referred 
to ~1I10 1:1 picco of land Hoar r.autapao~ 

'J'lllill IlflH N A~/ 1\1</\ ntn tad:-

11(1 lJl1 tJ(\U(lod II tnl.lP repreoenting the land of Yenakuhi, Exhibit VII. 

,.. 'Pilot thrl volcano 1s inaide Yennkahi land. He was not ouro whethel 
nome of tho land of Kaoarumcnc extended to the volcano or not. 

This witneo~ was a young mun of 17 years when he drew the map 
for his father Nosse. lIe wao not sure of area of the various plac.ps. 

,r i";' . 
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10. 
1'1. 
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'l.'hen PHILEMON N/\K/\L/\ stated:-

'l'hot he WaG the brother of NasGe and his nakamal is Empitoka .. 

'l'hut N/\SSE nnd he oro the Chief[J. 

That HASSE controls one f~~ction and he the other. He i8 
number one chief. 

He Gaid JIMHY KIAIIO Hhosc name ap,pears in the deed of 1883 
HOG one of hio anceutors. Jimmy hail a Bon Yarewoli, who had 
(1 non Gcmake, who had H 0011 I<urio, who had a son KisUEl, who 
had a SOT) Boidn. Lo.IH\Ha who did Jlot have n child GO he ndopte? 
him shorqy after l,lirth in 1939. 

lIe said the boundaries of Yenakahi a1'e:-
.. 

Nafe nnd Narak - stonco At Ynl~fi - Iponkcl Village. 
In.kunllpilu 
Nikiaumoti - Qabnngo tree there. 
Inn~ncng Tchiloutanilccn ..; IlltlJHli[;G tree there. 
Numurui trcA at Ememesu 
N amllru i in L aIce I 6i md 
Gnpai - a small hill ill the \-later 
Naunga - u small hill in the water 
To hill 'i~kweakwi 
To hill Laupotu Iaronan 
To hill Nukwetarnake~ 
'1'0 hill Tapuetafra 
To the "t:Dl:lst where there is n [,tone culled Nugungepoan. 

,~l'hat the 'volcuno is inGide the line bounded by this line. 

'l'hat in cuc;tO/ll tho Rospondents Ovlll the volcano. 

That in the language of the people of KOBururneno the volcano 
i (j coll cd Yah uwoi. 

I. 

'fhnt tho lond of LoutHpaB{(~e..lnot go near the volcano .. 

That Quarca Jock io wrong when he says the lands of Naupamene . 
oxtonds up to and into the volcano. 

Thnt. Johnny 1C0mechi is also wrong in sayins the lunda of 
Nnoipmone go up and into the volcano •. 

110 auid hl0 futhor Neunen told him about tho boundaries of 
Y I)l1ulwh i. 

t, tJill~di JMI\ tHv(Jtl LInd Nnoso looked ufter him when his father and , 
/r,lilllld.l'r!1:lIutl d~.l)d of tho plngue. 

d 'J.'II/'It lit} oln:lmo Ol-/Uol"Elhip of the volcnno through his natural. 
;{,'.II,Il"l' tHlll Boida who adopted him. 

-:-. 

, 
I. 

, ~ .: .. ).i; L~~'·~: 
",.,1\.1:',. 



'l'ltut h 0 VIDa nbou t four ycnrG ...,1 1 (~n Boida di ad. 

'l'hat Roir:ln married Bapui ...,ho Waf) II sister in custom to old 
Nasse Kunragkiri. 

~~en DAVID NAUKA ststed:- .' 

Ilis nD.kamnl wns IJ.nmnnga nnd he is the chief. 

'l'ltllt hia ancestors were nIl chiafo. 

lIio fnLher Han Torn Knmoie, grandf8ther is Kalluake, grcat­
Grandfather- Yav/ski " Brent-Brent-Grandfather Nnrimetn, g~~nt­
great-grcnt"'grnndfatherNupuLoho. 

'. 
110 ciaid Johnny Komechi wao lying v/hol1 he said ho '1'1808 Chief of 
IlllmClngo. 

'l'hat hoth Bro only members of the nakamlll of Ilamanga. 

'l'hnt the poople of Ilnmanga are \-Ii thin Nusipmenc. 

That tho boundariqo of Nusipmene stnrts at the bottom of the 
volcano t:100e to Loke Ishii tit en follo\-lo th e tvlO hills, Sapai 
und HD.unga. 

'l'hnt tho Inndo of ND.oipmelle go to the bottom of the volcano .. 
':' .. to 

'rhat tho volcano in relntion to Yenakahi is to the weut. 

'l'lla t til e Responden ts have ownel'sli ip of th (! vol eano. 

'l'hat he 130t hin knowledge about Yenakahi land in 1929 when he 
otayed with old 'persons at Yenllknhi. They Here Tapita, 'fira, 
tlnmtenl3i:1s, Sam Nohal, Boid LUVlaV/(l rlI}d Namun. 

110 stated thut Johnny Kamut had 110 right to speak as chief of 
IIlJmanga. 

'flint QllnrCG Jack hao no righ t to the volcano uS his land only 
(!xtcndo to tho hot tom of the volcnno. 

').'lln\; No!<uu lokolp10 land only e~tcndo to the bottom of the 
volcano, GO again he cannot cluim to be custom ovmer of the 
volcano. 

110 obtou thnt although Quurcl3 Jnclc and Nnkau Iaukolpi wore 
Ijtl(J1.1 fl'icnun of hie they lied to the Court \-Ihen they said their 
,I ;\Iltl (f~t{Jlitlo into the volcano. 

'l'hon '1'011 USUS otated:-

Ilis Halcomal 'is Ialcuepen at p'ort Hesolution: lIe is Chief. 

'flint Yerralw.hi il3 completely inside the volcnno. 

-

1III,IIIIIS •. IIZ_111113 _.III .• JII .. IISIIJIU", .IJllIIIItJlIIIIli •••• CIII!!.III!UII!lII!.IiIIIX.C •. __ .• _. ___________ ....... __ • .. -.. ··'.·· .. •• .. ··iioi'· 'iiii'-iOO'-_";;;""iioi"-=:::-:;:-::::~=-'------



That his ancestors told hil'l about the boundary of Yenakahi. 

Three othol' N:ltneuGcs Dan Naknut, IG~ac Nal<1l and ,. 
Gideon Nampno gave nvic\ence which Was not helpful aUd'-naturall'y 
tlJ c [Jaml~ as th e othel~ \'Ii tllCSGOS for the Respondents. 

PAR'f IV 

The stories relating the ori~il1 of the Volcano~ 

Nnlwu Ioulw:u:! ... titncoo ilumber If for appellonts stated page 10 of 
record. 

"According to my nneestors, nnd I have h ourd it myself, 
before the volcallo started til eland Hhere the volcano is, 
belonged to my ,family line. 'rhe volcnno, I-Ihen it came 
up, Imine of th 0 null cs reach cd [>orne of Illy family alld killed 
one Ialljllgn. Hhcn I "'nG horn I lived at Yenaknhi. It 
WnG too c1angerous 1:;0 I llIoved to J.nnernaJcel". 

nl!.:.,r(~n lTl\c)( \'Ji tness number 5 for Appellfllli6 stated at paec 11 of ~L," ...... _,_, ___ _ 

):pcord. 

"'I'he volcano started in North rl'anna-Lenakel , then to the 
South then AnhTu, then to IllJlapuJcin llnd then Hhite Sands. 
The volcano waO a llIail \'/I!O callle ore day and stopped and 
met 1:\10 I-Iomon and asked if !J c could muke n laplap (local 
dish). rrhey agreed to it. Then tho laplap HaS covered 
with earth. The two women mode a holo for him where he 
could otay - "'Ihen he wan thirsty they would /jet a bnmboo 
polo .. Ii til "lUtor in it for him. At nigh t this mon started 
to build up tho hill which i6 the volcano today. Tho 
JlOUJeB of the Homen nrc Sopai anti Maungu". 

nix for Appellant states at page 

"~l.'h(j l~Lol"Y (J0Yo thorelVero tl-lO Homen making laplap at the 
tl:tLH of tho VtllCallO. 'l'hc,Y flore Supin and HaunGa. 'ro 
lIwlw :lap1.op t.hny hnd to mnke a holo in the ground and a 
r:L)'(} to coole the laplflp. Then they covered the laplap 
with cnrth, \!lent fHUJ.y for a \~hile RJld whon they Came back 
to the laplnP1 the fire h,ad destroyed the laplap and had 
erected rl Volcano". 

... . , 

.. 1;'"1 : 
r ".~... \.' 



JilCI< Kamlnnk HitnenG number Gaven of AppellnntG \1itnesses page 15 
~7"U;-~cord ntateG. 

"The volcano \-Illo is n man came [lnd found thelJe two 'domen 
\'/ho ~I(~r.e malcinS luplap. The two"/Omen started to eat the 
laplap, shared half ~lith the man Hhose nome is Volcanq. 
'I'll OJ ute un til nigh t time. 1'h en til c wornr.n GElid to th e . 
mUll, "Let ur; GO and Glcop". Hhen! the two women \.,rent to 
sleep in the small house the mlln stayed out::;ide. 1'he 
Illan covered the laplnp \'Ii th earth'. 'rhe man proceeded to 
dig n holt} in the sand at the plnce for the fire for 
the lupll1p (lnd no he Illude tlle holo he carne through various 
lands Hhich today bear the names nround the volcano. _ . 
Sapni and Hatlnga arc .the names of the two ~iomen. The two 
women [11:0 Gtill in the fire Hhich io the vo~cnno today 
Iilccort.iing to custom"'. ' .. 

J"cl< Niven \1itncslJ for the Rc'spondellt at page 31 of the record 
GL ... , Lcr;: 

"The originol volcano \-I11S a man - sturted in Futuna Island, 
Hellt t.o /'\.l1ci tyum, then came to Lennkp.l. After that, he 
went 't~ tHddle Bush, t1lcn went to Erromango, then to Aniwa. 
Then CUlIl'.:) to 'l'anna because t11C?]<'e ~1[\13 nOvlhere to Dtay in 
Anivln, then he came across to Sulphur Bay. 'rhe volcano 
vIaS a lIlan lI[1ll1od Volcano - the cu;,tom name is f.\etikilci. 
He \'/03 called Volcano bccalH3c of Supernatural powers. 
1'he m!ln trilvcllcd llbout GalliC twenty to forty generations 
np;o. lie carne to NulwOInl Imarla. The chief of tho nal<amal 
did not W/.lnt him to stay. 'l.'hcn the people of Yennkahi got 
hold of Il whi to fO\ll nnd Iwvu und chased him out und then 
he Hellt to a,place 'rIhere tho volcllno is now." 

. '". 



Jli\HT 1/ 

PtJHClIfI.sE DEED Februnry 1883 

From the natives of the Volcnno 'l'agove Peruuha and the 
righ t of passa6c from tlli c vol cnno b.v th e Gompa 6 ni e 
Galedonienne deG NouvelleG Hebrides. 

J\bonrd the "Caledonien" blenty seventh of February one 

tll au Band eigh t' hundred nnd oi~h ty tit rce, n t UrIclt 01' in Port 

nesolut~on, Tunnn. 

\'Ie, Jeremy Keako, Chief of Sulphur lJa,Y ill the island of 

'l'nnnn, Ne\~ lIebrideo, acknowledge Itnvillg Gold to HI' Ghurlel3 

1-'etorGon Stunrt, rcpreol!ntutive of t.he Societe (I(!s Nouvelles 

Hebrides, the volcano.'I'ur;ove Perauha 1J1l<l the ri(,;ht of passage 

from thiu volcnno to Sulphur nay; the',above Gale 'r/as made fori 

olle Scltneidel' rifle \-lith two hundred cnrtrilir,es, one Roifl 

jOin.e, eight box('o pO\-lcler, five boxeo caps, ono torniuhlHlk, one 
, 

1.II1'go knife, three pieceo of prin!:, tllre!) d07.e!l pipeo, three 

IdloG tobacco and three dozen bOJCes matches, the Hhole amounting 

to the oum of five hundred and seventy francs. 

This Bule signed by us Jeremy Kiako and natives of Tanna, 

us witnesses, the day, month and yeur hereinbefore written. 

Liot: Jeremy Kiako hio murk 
Hllrlty his mark 
Junno his marIe 
Snrauke hiG mark 
Nufaho hil3 murk 
Knrnupuy hin mark 
SorBu\-IayuIl (Chiof) Ynllnkakc hiD mBrk and 
(D1gnod) eh. P. Stuart. 

Ollon nbonrd th a "Brunt" th 0 ~~l. th May 1883. 

'['h,· lli'Jutolll111tof tho boot, Coptain of the "Brunt" 
I 

(Signed) 

(Signed) 

Benior 

E. Drum, Captain of tho S.S."Caledonien" 
~ 



3igncd: Marean, Becond Captain 

Certified corrCGt and 6i[~ncll by Ill' r'lorgan and annexed to 

til c rninll te of u deed of lodgmen t llrnwll up by 111' Chauvalou, 

Ilol.':II'J nt Noumea, the tl1enty f'lixth of June one thousand eight. 

h 11 llrlrcd und eigh ty t.h ree: 

(Signed) Morgan. 

Hegi.sterc.d nt Noumen, the 28th June 18tl3, folio 32, recto, . 

caGe 7. Heeeiv'ed 1 franc 50 eentimE!C; (Signed) Vinard. 

Thore il3 alBo annexed to the minute of a deed verifying 

the lodgement, the original of thcsl1id deed of 6ale, drntln 

tip by I1r Chnuvnlou, Notnny at Noumea, the 26th June 1883, 

bearing til e following. men tion: 

Hegiotered at Noumea, the twenty.eighth Juno eighteen 

hundred and eighty threo, folio 32, vel'~;.), cane It. 
' .. 

Hcceived 0110 franc fifty centirilco. (Signed) Vinllrd 

Tho 2nd Novembor '1907, the presents have been copied, 

collnted [lnd delivered by the undcrGigllcd 111' Fnlve, Notnrry at 

NOUWCH, from the minute of the enid dc~d in hil; pOGGcssion aB 

:i.n:rnctliate succossor of t-Ir Chauvnlou. 

fltumpo of 1/ anri Fal ve 

Notufiy at Noumaa 
N cw Caledonia 

True Copy: 

(Signed): Henri Falve 



Heport 

or decl.urntion of the Illltiveo concerning the sale of the 
1'allna Volcano 

'rhia thirty five duy of August eighteen hundred and 

eighty Geven.- I \-lout to tho Yuhllo volcano, accompanied by 

Hessro Garpuud,.Givaud and Hobert Peteroon, with the object'of 

finding 'Gulphur deposits. '-

Arriviul) at our destination we found oursolves comfronted 

by nhou tone h un(ired nu ti ves belonging to th 0 tri bes of 

Sulphur Dny and around this volcano. 

'rhe chiefo ahowed Us the letter, a copy of ~/hich is' 

nllllexed heroto. Consoquently they moriif.estcd the intention of 

not allowi ng .uo to talco fJ.\~ay any portion of sulphur and it was 

only, after a long time that they consented to nllow us to proceed 

to t.he sulphur deponits, they nccompanying UG. 

HI' Gaf:Jpaud reminded the Chiof of the tribcl) of Sulphur Bay 

thnt he had however sold UG the twontY'~eventh February 1883 

to [·1r Petoroon nIl this volcano Yhoe wi thout any reservos. The 

eldor· aclmol</ledged having sold this volcano but not DO he stated 

tho Glllphur which Hno·found there. 'l'hio claim cannot po 

11O()optod. 

~.lho present report hOB been drUltn up for the purpose of 

VIJH.t',ytn~ tititJ docJ.nl'ntioll of the chiof~which confirms tho 

lH ~d. tlltHHt Hhereof we have aigned aboard tho "Caledonian" 

at DIlchor in Port nesolution. 

(Signed) E. Guhnuo, B. Goopard, B. Giraud and Robort Stuart. 



- :2' .. 

\-litTlf;!s::Je13 who attended the cllfluiry on the land at the 

time of the enid declaration. 

(.iigllccl) FUI11l1voli You fl.. de Villicurs aud P. Clainj 

Tho following note io made: He~iBt~~red at Noumeo the 

1\ I, II S e pte III b e r 18 [\ 7, r 0 li 0 '13, vcr fj ll, e a lJ c 1. 

Received two ironeo. Signed: U. Ulagn. 



Extract 

of a lodgment deed in the list of minutes of Hr Chuuvalo 

Defore the undersigned Hr Chnuvololl, Notnn-y nt Noumea, 

IJ '. >./ Gill cdonia, lHwloted by the h erenO;cr men tioned wi tnesses I 

n 1 1JO ulltierslf,ned, 

has nppeared: 

111' Vnlbenl Dubllioscur, r(~preBellt[ltivo of commerce .and land 

ownor living at Noumen, acting 00 he states in the name of, and 

as Director of th 0 Limi ted Liabile Company wi th a capi tal of 

five hundred thousand frnncLJ,.estnbliGhed at Noumen under tho 

nume of "Compagnie Culedonienne dOG Nouvelles Hebrides" whose 

r,tntutes dra'w~l up by the undersigned Natali)" on the twenty third 

of September eigh toen hundrod Hnd eigh ty biO, havo been followed 

by n subscription and payment oleo made before him on the twenty 

BOVCllth Octob£Jr following, und which hUB boo II dofini tely 

COllrJtitutccl by a 5enornl mooting of llhareholdero on 8th November 

1:1132, a copy of which hal] been lodged tho aamo doy with HI' Chauvalau. 

The said Mr Valbaut Dub~iBBnu hao hereby lodged with 
~ 

Hr Chnuvnlau, the underoigned Notaruy, tho documento hereafter 

[IlIwt:ioned ot-to-days date and placed them in tho list of his 

mlllutos. 

'filit! HI'at dU()urtlont ill a. report drawn up by Mr Edward PUChllUD, 

fjlj~!nb ill' tltP. dUllilJagnitl Calodonionncs dea Nouvolles Hebrides, in 

I;lliJ [If'lj[jtmlJ tlf ~litnol:'l(!oO doted aboard the "Caledonian" at anchor 
• 

in Port ROGolution tho 310t August 1887, rogistered at Noumea 

on 13th Septembo; of the Game yen'r, folio 73, verso, it case. 

":' 
Mr Ulagi who haa received two franco, stating the difficultieo 

experi~nced llmong tho agonts of the Compagnie Caledonienno des 
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Nouvelles Hebrides nnd the native beloncing to the tribes of 

Sulphur Day and othorfJ living around the volcnno of 'rannn, 

recordlnl', tho oulphur coming from thin VOlCLlIlO, purchaoed by 

Utl! Compnny nccendinr, to n deed dn led til e tlH.!f) Ly G('venth Februl.lry 

10K}, registered at Noumen on the 2Ut~ June following, folio 32 

t" 
Vel'IlO, COGO 1, by tIl' G. Venard, Hho reveived the Bum of one 

franc fifty ce~lI;imffi und tile removal of \-/hich the natives wished 

Lo oppose. The' chief of the tribes of Sulphur Bay aclmowledging 

hnvillg l;y the nbove mentioned deed "dabJd 27th february 18t13, 

Gold to" tho Cnmpugine Caledonienne cles Nouvelles Hebrides \;he 

Tnllno volcano but not the sulphur which in there, \-/hich 

declnration iu judgod inndmisGl.lble by the ngen\; of tile Company 

t/liO IlllS drawh""up the report in question in ardour to verify this 

declaration of the chief of the tribes o'f Sulphur Bn;y, confirming 

the Gale mudo by him of tho Tllnun volcano to tho Cumpngine 

Colenoniellne dos Nouvelles IIebridefJ. 

'1'he sccolld document io a deed duled the firot September 1887 

mrlde in triplicato aboard the "Caledonie" nt anchor in Port 

nnnolutio!l, rcr,istered nt Noulllea the eighth ~)eptember 1887, 

('01.1.0 73, ver.GO, caBe I. by Mr Ulego who haG received two !r~HlcB 

VI"'rif:dllg t11e sale mode to the Compngnie Cnledonienne deo Nouvelles 

1l,!bl'iOOO by tho chiefa hereafter named of the Gund;ty tribes of ,-

til a ;l.olutld of Tannn (N ew II ebrideo) namely: J cromy Knoui and 

HIIUl(ouvot, chiofa of Sulphur Boy, Hupou, also chiof of Sulphur 

Hill". tlltllW ellio! of Gnugavio, Knooague chief of Endeloea, 

Ynllllltlll ohh£ of Euoni, t1~ln, chiof of Ynmbotoyo, Kohnlah chief 

1l~1 JI\'IIIIUl~nt ICnculta chiof of Embelccl, Ulnma chief of Yakuhao, 
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l\unnnpi chief of l\unuHugui, .Jo'lou011i chiof of Selkcy, 

Yupotuu chief of Mevebalau, RAveil chief of Uevul Mubnou and 

¥1I\:i1t J\knku chicfn of Kovenn811ig, UCGl30uain chief of Epukcilend 

II, :)tlClI chiof of Knlpllu, YnkRou chi"r of Hancubabll, Jnouiwnu 

,:11 i.')f of 'rnlcoum~, ,In(ltcld chief of Elqen Bnd Koulwvc chicf of 

.(~ILlJ!IIur TIny, of H right conntJtlltillP; n. rnannpoly in favour of 

t:tL e Compnl1,Y of. rOllrin for th e llGO of th e [wid company, such 

ron.ds as it oJ1atL uecm ncceSGtll'Y for [wme cxploi t.ation,~/i thoui: 
. I 

illdic3tioll ns npeciJied hounclnrieu and \·dt.hout any reGerVCfHd th 

til f) power to UGe nll ;:lIlterinl~; for this purpose that it shall 

rind on tllo lunrl: for tiLe lI1al;illg I)f tho sold ronds fH~(l 

exploitations. 'l'he/3c rouds should connect all ~· .. portions in 

C'y.ploitotion' of tho VOlCllllO of 'l'nnlln !-/ith the five bUYB of 

[;,tlphur ]lI'Y and Port HCI.:lOlution. 'l'ltio u'nlc IlIJ.o baCH made for 

tlte mlln of (hie thouound Beven hundred and eighty five frnnceo 

lLi llety five cunUm 00, pIulJ n Dum of fifty franco paid to tho 

ilLlerpretcr. 

'fhe Burno deed contains tho acknowledgement by the chiefa 

nhovo mentioBod at the abovementioned sule of tile 'rnnnn volcano, 

!!lade to Compagnie Gnledonenne des Nouvcl1e~ Hebrides nc!::ording 

:," thn abovementioned deed dnLod 27th Febrlwry 1BH3. 

'l'h cue tHO documon t(3 refer to a dec(l elated UB haa been 

r:Lnl;od abovl), 27th ,F'ebruClry 'lu8:::; made abroad tho "Caledonien" 

II!; !llIcho!' In Port HOflolution, IHland of 'l'annn, then Hebrides 

;11~ii 1';)'lng til!! 01l1() rnndc by Jeremy Kiuko (called also Jeremy Knoui) 

1.,1 ttlt! Ot:!ofllIIHguio Ullledonie doo Nouvnllofl llobrido6 of tho 'l'anna. 

'·Dlt!i\~\tJ (o.iuo Immrn 013 Yncavo, Uovlluka, and Yahoo) lind the right 

ot' pn,tS~lge from t,hio volcano to Sulphur Day. '1'lIlo deed hall been 

lodged in the liot of mInutes of tho underoigned Natony according ":" 

to n deed dl'lHIIl up by him frolll thin lodgement dnted 26th JUIlO 1883. 
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'l'llt! pr'cscllt Gale ir; Ilifld(' anel l1!';recd UpOIl for ninctcen f.llliuera, 

r:,)vpnLy four'poundn of tob.'\cco, lhrc·f) pi~cOG of (;ul.:ico, one 

hundred lind cir;hty pipcG, fifty SCV(~II fHtcJt~trj cartridge!J, nine-

tt!l'tl pD.ckct:; rn;\!;cllC.'J, nevcllty [;ix plu!';:; Clf dynurnii:c, ninet'Jen. 

of f,cventecn hundred and eir~h ty G'.~V011 frnncf; Ilnd ninety five 

cllLjvcs, I,luD fifty fl'nllGfl to l.lie interpreter Joine, ~/hich the 

undersigned chicfu ncknol'/ledge having rcceived and for ... ,fdcll they 

give duo receipt. 

!·!eOGr6 GUhUlIB, G(u5pard, l?aterI.Jon nnrl Giraud and we the 

undcrsigned D.clmowledge hnvine; takell pOGneGsion of Lhe lruldo 

herehefore d~~cribed: 

'rhe undernigllod Chiefu £Inri Lheir interpretero solemnly 

undp.rtal<e, in their o~m names find their deocoud<lni" lind 011 the 

1ll<!1l or their l".lblCl1 lo guarant.Y tile COlnJlll1l.Y t.he Jleac;enble llnd 

P"l'PC lUlll ponnr!F.l[Jioll of tll (' purchnGe~ horoinbcforl! I3b.l ted Bold 

(H,d to gUOI'd these prolJorticH by everybody anu ",itJI the 

nGGistllnce of all mellIlO in their posGcciGion. 

!·lr.ldc in tdplicnln aboard the "Culcdoni.nn" nt HlIchor in 

1'();rt·· nesol u tion th e firat Sopt cmbfJr one thouoand oigh t hundred 

Mid flighty seven. 

1/ IJ 

0. 

'1.'110 Nomeo of the Chicfs:--,_.. -- _ ... _---
• .1 erelllY Kaolli and 11urkuuvet 
\1111-'9 Ij 
UrlJ.!t6 
Kt'flbd~U{/ 
Y clUlllnti 
Utlltl 
It ull L1 i nit 
J{Aould 

'l'ribe3 

Chiefo of Suphur Bay 

" 
Gaugnuia 
Eudehesn 
Eucni 
Yarnbctogn 
Lumauga 
Eubr.tl<ol 



1 

9. 
10. 
1'1. 
'I (: • 
1). 
'1 1t • 

1 'j , 
'/(; . 

'1'r' ' 
1 il. 

1°. 
;~U • 

U "fcr PH s# as '$$ 352 ct $ -Mtt x -. .. b 

.• ,.II 

t·I(lnn 'ini:ah(lo 
Kuauupi KuauHuglli 
.1nvouelli :;el keine 
YnpHtou IIcrl.;kabar 
Haveil (Jevo 
Unbaou alld Yutilcnkoku KoucfIJp.mmig 
lfCGSOllani l;:pukaileud 
(Jcoucu l~ol upou 
Y nl:ou NHlloukubcr 
.J uonni wnU Yllkauur 
,J aOtI tcki );;J,ebeu 
Koul~<lri ;;ulphur Bay 

'I'll e wi l; n (~G n e t'J : ( 3 i if, n (! d) 1\. de V:i 1 Li. l! t' G t P .. C • 

'1'he in tCl'prct('rs: 

'i'h c men (; ion i G In F.I de: 

fll(lin Ci. Hurtin; 

'l'uinc (lnd JUllllO and Agents of the 
CumpilllY: 

l'~~ GlIihous, Cll. P. Htuurt, 
H. Guopnrd, nud B. Giraud. 

Reeir.tcred at Noumcu the eighth 

'~)CI) I;cmber one thousand cieh t hundred and eigh ty "even 1 folio 73, 

BeG to, CaGe -'If, Becei v ed blO franco: 

S:i.glled: U. Ulnge. 

------------------------------

t 3\ 23JJU. sa. XS4 £is£,.£ i Ztd. L mL 
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"FacolJi Laud" 

(situated at Port Hesolutioll, islnnd of 'l.'DIllHd 

I\. dOGUI1l0I1t Hhich iu a deed made in duplicate aboard the 
, 

IIC:\LerJoni.cn" ut [l.lIchor in Port He~;olutiO'll duted 1ut September 

'WIY?, folio ??, verso, caso 5, by tl](~ !JInge which received five 

frnncG, vcrif;ring· tho or-d.c made hoY <luno, chief of ·the tribe 9r' 

'l'utuvaba ill the inland of 'l'anna (Port Resolution, i~e'rl Hebrides) 

of;\ lalld lcnolHl no etcBD1, situutod at Port I/cr;olution, i131and 

of 'l'nnnn in tho Eaol; South Euoteru of the Petovenu property of 

WI aren of 72 nr.:ren [or the snm of ninety three fruncl3 paid in 

mel'cllantlioo. 

"Lando Hyemul'nll, l\.(lfJeIllUvi, Onen and UOpiVD3, Bituatcd at 

Po r't He colli ti on (J oJ. [lnd 0 f TanllD) Il tlocum en t 1111 1 cit i f3 a de cd 

[JInr.lc in duplicate aboard the "Culedonien." at allchor at Port 

l/r:>f3011ltioll dotod 2nd Soptember 'IBH?, reGistored at Noumcn 

BtiI September.' "18G7, folio 72, venD, C~s;c 9, by the 1J10/;c, ~Iho 

!l1\~:: recoived fivo frnflcl3, ~rerifJiJ1g the oale made by the chiefs 

/lnkuvnno of Lhe tl':loe of ReymuI'uh, Cassavah of the tribe of 

fIr.llJllfl]Uvi, ,Jllkllvoli of the Onen tribe find Veui of tlle Uepivfls 

tl'J\lO of alJ. h und!3 <lnd :i n teresto on 'th e proporties of Hyemurah, 

1\:;I;Olll\l'li, OllP./J (11 III Uepi 1f oo, situated at tho end of Port nesolution 

Jilt;l {'Jifillflrt (lotltnining all area of nix hectares, for the 
: 

(If l.ill'{1i} h1.H\(}z'(I(\ nnd thirty seven francs fifty centilneo, paid 

Jil Hlr.Jf'(]I'lhIHI:lllO. 

I 

All thenc documents nro CfllHHHluently lodged here~1i th after 

22.1 



c: 0 11 g n i UlII G e () f til e r,'j c t :L G t n It f! n • N ,1 den n d P ;Hi [j e d a I; 

l'lolllll('fl nt the offi.ce of l-lr Ch::\Uvnlr)il tlte 'l.·;itlt :3cptember HW7, 

llided by Ilasara LOlli. .. POiIlGtel:lU, :3ccrc,lury, lllId ']c)(';cph de 

L /I C ,1lI~; Dud Q, H 'n: 11) l: r:r C 1 c r Jc, 1J 0 t h 1 i vi n!; n t N 0 U m c 1J, wit n e 6 0 a r.; 

to tlI0130 pl'tHHlT) t. 

Anel after 'i-ending, tIl' DubuisGan lIas signed \Ii th the 

I..J i tuor;oeG Ilnd Mr Notany. 

The signiturea follow: 

Then mention io mude: Hee;istered. at Noumea, the 11lth 

September 1~B7, folio 37, verso, CDSO 1. 

Heceivedn"e frllllcs, Signed: I). lJlnge. 

0000000000000 
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JOIN'l' COun'l' OF '['liE Nl';W IlJo:Jlt(JJH'~S 
-_.-..--------------_ .. 

Beforo : 
,Jnmen P. 'l'w\.INOll, tlritis!J ,Judr.;e 
tioorgcs GUJ~SD(JN) i,'l'PllCh a u(l:_~l~ 

n:>fdfltcd. hy I';. lIUTEln, n.e~~i nf.rlll' 

in the yelLr HIO -1 

.JU Dm,Il::IJ'l' 

nil Lhe ltllh dny (If .J 1\l1l1nry r JU;I:1 til'. \'1 bor L I'i Jed in 
LIt" ll'('gi!ltry of Ull~ .• Jo:U1L Court UIlIl(!}" No. n:J Southern Islolllla, 
'l.1l Itl'plic!J.tion 011 hchnlf (If the ~;ur;JJo:'l'J~ FllAHCAISE Dl~S 
N(1)Vr!LI,I.';S-HElJltIrn;S (llereilluftnr chlled "the S.F.N~Il.II)for 
Lhl~ )'cr,i!ltrutiull of title to i,he properi,y called VOLCAN vg 

'1',\~lNA, Hi Lllu I.cII_ al Tann" 1 CUll t.nilli_pg (l1'1'l'oxirnntnly 100 
114' c L l\ r f! f\, II '.1 C h II H tl~! rJ C l' i bed j.11 (,It e ~)(\ i d H P P 1 i C Cl t i () II • 

AppllcuLioll }In. Ba SOl1thel"n J.nJ.ulldll WUB Iluly publiHhcll 
'(ll\lId llU 110 eavcnt \HIB filed ill ()ppor;iti()lltil~cto within 

j.~ . the lH'e.~IGrilHlll period Tlhieh (lxpired on 10th IIny, lU3s-' 'the 
// ;\Ppll en liob _ hllned 011 II conveyunee frolll llnti ven dated 27th 
~ !",dll'unry, IHU3, registered at Noumell Bth June, lufl3, uIld on 

o::capu lion _ lll\l!:d, he udmi ttert Il~J be lilt ,vnlid uwl nol.l-founded 
l1I1d(~r the proviHioll~1 of Artiel!' ~~(\ (::!) of tl\(! 1'1'otoco1 of 

l.i UI Au gil !l t, . J, \) 14 • 

11,'( Il lei,t,\~l' dntell t.he ?Ot,h lllll)f~, IIlIH, t.he S.V,N.!I. 
III ('rrert, wit.h 11 vielY to the I.nlHl hecollljllg /I Ngtive lleBervc, 
i

l
) y-;jLlllll'lIW itB elaim !1uhjcct 1.0 Lh{~I'eeOr;lIitioll, 'to the 

11I;II';fi.i, or t.he ~).F.N.lI., of U l'i:',ht 1.11 Il:JC a-parcel of () 
IH~cl.lIrof1 t,o he lteterm:1,llcu for the pOIJ:1i.ble f!fJ1.ahlinhIllPnt 
of !Ill nll'field, I,Ol~(lthlJr with l'iC;ht. of neeC8B thereto. 

'l'J\!~ NaU __ v~ Attvocatc ngreed -to thin pl'opoonl I\fJ l:~ ehawn 
hy IItS cllllor(J(lmcl\t of the ocd.(l lctt,e1' 011 nth ,Iuly, H)G4. 

There 1 n nothing to IH'cvent the S.F.n ,li. from [Jllrrel1l1ering 
1 .. 1.1(: tIlnjol' !JltR't of ito rightfl (!Bl.ublillhc(1 nrl hc.t'(!illhc!ore. 

ON 'l'llES!:; l;\(OUNll~ 

'rile Conrt c:t"eu-/;IHl, for the hcne.ri t of tho Illltivcll of 'l.'nIlllll, 

II, Jt·(:i'i"'P. rove (J·il---i.lloi'(i~{ tl--l)-rO[)tu~-1;Y-VO U:ANlm-·;_i:KHNii. -;---B'u clliiOO:OO::-
_ ii \, n'-f!i1--ijITil~l--·n-l.iTa--L;;i;·ij-.lrc-utr(Jii-~---8-uij Tc-c--i,----rl(-;-iy-i!,;-c-i,--Ti,--ilrT7ih t to 
:' "j;--·ji-liiIi:t\uTO~--i.r-h(lcT!:\ E~n---io t~e 11 c tc l'1lI1 II c(i 1. n J HVott r of t,h~ 
~:.I".l~.J1. J:()!' t,ll/) pOllniblc UILltnlL_"Lioutht:ll'COll oJ [\Jl ni.l'ficlu 
"'u\ Lilt! i~lIjtJyn\onl. of t.he nnill lnu.d [\11'\ uHltullntiolHJ Jlcec~J3[\ry 
\",' ,Lli' tl,t\ffle tl,)l~{!t.hcr. pilh II ri.l~ht of \fay /lCeI!D!H\l'y for 

,: , ' l' l! rl !l t ot-.ll '-' 0 Il i Il 1 n nil 

llcclnrcg entnhlinhed Hllli cOllfiJ'lll~1 t.he ownerllldp ur tho 
~:if)CiE'j'E i"ltANCAISB Dr.:S NOUV~a)Ll':S,-)[l~:UltlDES of the IJnitt right,g 

{I:' nflor lIud nerctllJ ; 

'~j.xCllldi~lg:, honover, 1111 puhlic rondn nml tracks, llnchorngen, 
j'qi'lt.n of cmhnrlud,ion lllltl diB~JIl1Jl\l'I\.llLioll Ull!! lJitcn for public 
\;:\.~dIO\l:J('n (if nuy) 011 the lJllill properLy; 

. .. /2 

I 
1 



B p b, f! en t: hell n d 0 nd ~ ned : -

The undel'sil~l\ed Chief~) of. the tribt)G of 'rOTHlr" hereafter 
---.-.~---.----~.------. -- ... -.-----~-.. -. ~.-.---.-----------... -- .. -..... --

;11 i~ : I i; i I) II () d I .i n Lite J. I J.I. [J !) d 0 f 'J'; 11II1;', i\ /.j G .i. c L () d h'y t I. e j r in t () r-

pre: tel's JUllno nnd THine, o:f til ~ 0110 part', Blld Hcr;13ro Guhaua I 

Un:3p:Jl'd, repl'.esen Ln ti vos of the Compilgn i e Caledon:i.f!nne des 

N(luV'f!ll~n Il!:1Jridci.";, Cl J.i.mited :U.·lbil.iI:;I' Compnn,Y wil:h [1 capitol 

of fiv(> hlllldred thOU:'3nIlI1 frnl1Cfi, whC':>e hei1u office is at 

NOllmen, of the other pnl't. 

In t11<! prcoence and llidet~ by !·leoGJ.'f; elnin, Adom de Villiero 

nnd t1nrtin, pnoscngcl'G nboard Ule !lCuledonien". 

It hos boen agreed upon os follo~o:-

GlII.,~df)niellne des fJoUYc>lJ.oo lIebridco ,<,110 [Jccept. 

fin ab1301utc right COllfititutinlT, n rlIHl\[\poly in fuyour of th a 

COl!'P(\ilY OYl!r r()lld~l for the convellit~nr:c ')1" the Company, Guch as it 

~;flnl.l deem llCCCOGHry for (1n exploilnt.ion of un,Y kind, with indicntion 

nu {.Ipc·cifi.eti boundorics /.llld HiU:out tiny l'CfJerVeS wi.th the rilr,ht 

cd' IWillf, [Ill m'lter.i.als for thiG purpC>!je which it uhnll find on this 

J fl tl d t () rn tI k t"l t h (') n ,I i (\ r' 0 (1 (11.1 a l' e~ X p 1. 0 i tnt ion.'~ • 

J.",dicntion of the rondo. --_ ... _-- .. _-----
'VlWltt'! t'oacin ohould connect Hll part-.n ml1rking the 'l'D.nna Volcano 

HII:1 (!It Ii/tIl nll'ondy been bough t from th 0 nn ti ve ch i e fo by th e' 
LO';".·_," • .,l~_:~ .. , ..... j~:t.:!.~,. .._. __ ._ ... wn. ... ft'"~III'lI_ ... _,~::.;...-:-_.:.:;;....-:=-:::.;:.."':=::... __ _ 

Ul1111PUllj f IIl100l'(lin!; to .':\ deed do ted twenty Goven th I"obrul1ry one 

tIIOl
l
l;"II(\ oigh t hundrod und oigh I;y throe I wi th Sulphur Bay and 

Port Hcsolut.lon,' t!~~;ldeft, hereb'y ecl:nowlcr.!r.;e in this deed the 

I3nj d flul c of th 0 volcilno mode prcvio\l,']ly. 
--.,..--.-.--~--------.--.-~ .. -.-------------------. ----
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, 3k .2iU. lit : hUh £I. £t. 
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AI1(1 1..10:(01'0 ordoring rcg1,nh'utioll of the nu.i(} property 
(\lId 1;he (wid ri[r,htf3 

JHroctll Lhe lJhiof Stu:1r~y():, 1'Ii. til t.he IlflllllltlUlC() of 
(JTrOl'1I mernl'CX'f! 0 f bin fJ tal: l' : 

1- to hurv(\'l nnt! l' ixUw honndllril)IJ or til!.' [wid 
Null vo Ueue ["TO i 

~~_ to Ih:lllV' n p lnn 1;1101'('.0 f [illlt P Inco hVlIJl(lory mnrkn 

1.11 e rcol1 

Ordero that thin rop"rL /llid 1'11\11 be lor\god in the 
Hegin try nnu bt'Oll(',ht to the no Lice of th() npplieantfJ 
for filly olworvqtioIlfJ they mny winl\ to malcc beforo tho 
Court proccodn to flunl juugillP.llt for reg:Ll3trlltion. 

l.iivcn the dny UIHl yenr firfJt hereinl..lnfore tv!'i ttcn. 

u\V\iV\"\ 
jt'·rcncb Judge 

\ 
Hog-in tral' 
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.rOIN'.r COUll'l' OF TIm Nl~\"/ lIEBHIDES ----(I 
'./ -----._._------_.-... _----_._-_ •. _. 

Dufore : /' 

JrullOO p. 'J.'HA.llltllt, 1Iri Huh .J lI l!ge 
l.rcorr:~eA tan;!:)/)ON, Frollch Judge 

u/JoifJted hy g. DU'1'EltI, Rl1(.r,i.'J 1;1'01' 

eloventh day of 001' LemhuI', ill the year IOU 1./ •. 

.JuDG~I~N'L' 

Un t.ho· 10th dllY of Jntlllll.ry, IIJ:J3 Mr. Vibert filed in 
thl! HO(7,illtry oJ the Joint Gl)ltl'"t ullll!!r No. 80 Sout.hern 
J:.dllll(ln, flU· ojlp11.cutioll0l1 hehulf of the SOCIE'l'E l"HflNCAISt: 

·r 

VJ:~S NOUVELLES-HRDHIDt,:S (hereiuufter cnllcd IItlw S.I~.N.II.It) 
fol' til0. rogiutrution of title to Lhe pl'operty culled nOU'l'gS 
lJU VOLCAN, ll.i.tllated nt 'l'alJna, eon:li'Jting of tuo purcelfJ 
with Q totul aren of approximutely ij hoctoreo, 37 urC6 
(1 hoc tare, :~O nreo for the parce.1 HOlJ'1'g DU VOI,CAN A SUL1'liLJR 
Bil.r HUU 1 hoe tUX'OIl l'l nreo for the parcol iWU'l'J'; DU VOIJGAN 
A POIl'1' .. lmSOLU1'.l.On) nueh arj descriher! ill the nrdd nplllication. 

Application No •. BO Sl1ut,hcl'l1 ls1uIlUH UI\8 duly published. 
nnll IHI no envot\t l1nn filed in ()l'po[Ji 0011 tlJOl'oto \1ithin 
1;ho ]ll'cBcl'i bod period whi cit oxpi ):cd Oil 10th I) llnunry, 11}3t) 
the nppliclltiou - lJl\n~d Oll It COIIYC'YflllC(! from Ilntiv!!f.1 duted 
l"t ~;l!p·tcl1JIHH· 1813'1 and on utl.1iortLi0l1 of tho naid "roans" _ 
must bo·.ad.mittod UB hoing vaLi.d nnll rrell-fouI1l1c!l under tho 
p)'()vinioIlB of A:e/;iclo ~O ~~~) (lJ' thp Protocol or oth .I\ul~ust, 
.l~H. 

No rcqu(!lJt \VHO mnde for the creation of l\ Nnti\'o Hoserve 
PD t~(! nnid property. 

UN TllESI': (iUOUNVS 

The \..!ourt dcclaroo catnhiiohe(l nud con:Cil'lIlH the ownership 
11j' tho SOGIJ~'J'J'; FllJUWAI!3g Vl~S NOUV!~r.LE::;-l1ElJU.IJ)J~S of the 
lWU'.i.'l~S DO VOIJCAN propertYr eOll8intiulT, of tyro pllrcel9, such 
nil tJoocl'ibed npprox:l.lilu\;ely in thc sllid nppliel\l;ioll 

Ol'u(!ra thnt \,hCf.lO two pU.l.'celu be the ouhJect of tlTO 

fJopurn(:.o lnurt t:l t109 hy rClUJOll of the crentioll of l\ Nativo 
)tUOOl'VO ()n tho V01,GAN DE 'L'AHNA property thu ouh,iect of 
"'l)PU(H.d.LOIl No. 03, l1hich prop~rty 110ulu huve formed t.ho 
l1Iatul'iul cOJlllection uetrrool.l. the 1;\10 [lniu pnrcolu hnu it uoen 
!l1H.,ltu'/.'u -t,o 00 tho property o.f the S.F.N.H. 

Aud bofor~ or~oring registrntion 

JHt'iHltu t.ho Cillo! Survoyor, l1ith the nonifJtunco of 
tl\'j(I!'1\ Hll!lUbol'1J of hio otnff : 

1. to uurvey uud fix tho boundul'lC9 of each of the aaid 
two. pnrcoln of laud ; 

:~. to dnITT plmw thoreof allo. p.Lneo houlllinry llWr\(8 theroon 

Ordorn thnt theno rCl'ortn n.nd pInllu 1.>0 lodged. in 1,110 
H(jI.~i!1il"y nurl b,'ought to the lIotice of. tho npplicl\ut for nny 
(d)1JI?'''' . ':i. t llWy ·,',ioh to HnJu~ before tho Court, procceu8 to 
:'.1))(11 .ilulgmcnt, f~,X' rcg.i.otrl.lt,ion

e 

i 



I"'" . ,. 

Gi Yon ilH! ':lay anli yenr firfJt lJeru:i.1l1JOforo \1'1'1 tteu ./. 
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1'J\fiT VIII 

Tiln\; tilr! ,JP}H~ill tIl il::; ellLird,y j:; b;'r;()d 011 :1 fnctll;d. diGputc 
1"'h~('I~n tHO G.i.dc:; each 11111'1~.i.!11~ ri ,';11 trill clI:;I,orn o',1nel'l:hip.· 

Tlwt the ovlnln'c;hip of the volc;Jllo. did not b('(~omc contt:ntious 
11.1Iti1 f,O:l1COlle rifLer 198 1f m-1d(~ :i.t clp';ll' to lll(~ rp:;i.dpnb; of 

'/';Illltrl that Lh') 'Ji:;itillg 01' tll(' vn.1.':nl1o could b(~ D viable 
comlilcl'r:.i..:l.l \~Il Lr.'1'priGe to th '} !"iC;ll tful OHl1er:j. 

7,1. L H,lr; ilhOll.t th,ll) time thl~ Ee'iJ'f)nrl(~n!; commcIIG(.d hig act.ion 
to prov'~ Ili:; f:1I1lil.v "'."\~, CU;;\.Or.1 C11'/llcr of the! Lind thtlt comprises 
I.II(! Y:l:iur Volc(ll1o. 

110 '['hnti!' :;llollld be under-Gtoor! f./tn!; thr, ilppellill1t::; conr.ider 
thcm:;el'Jc:; n.s :t·epre:·;Plltuti.v,··:; c,r ;1).1 Lh~! pron)!l'! of 'l'l.lfllliJ nnd 
'.'Iat I.I,(~ (1'''lIln':~Ii"i.p of till' vnlenllo proI"'rly v!~:jl:, ill all of 
1.1I1~m I.'lId !lot; nn II Glnnll gFOlIl' ~llio LI:;I; tlJ\dt, cl.:d.m OIl CllGtorn 
UIHII'J":;Ilip or 1.:111'1 ciJl.l(~rl Y':II:Il,nlli v/hich iJllpgedl:y clIgulfr; the 
'I f) 1 G .. !ll 0 • 

, . 
. ) . '('IIO!; Ute' A)Jpell.::lllb, allege Ul:d: llle "NnbllnnJ.';" of per:.;(HlG 

contro.ll.r:d by them ns chil:r:~ OJ'I: bill!. right.ful cUGtom owners of 
lIl'~ V01CilllO. 'l'lle area:> conl.roJl('d by Lhern nl"):-

. ) 
1. 

ii . .\ 
i. ; i) 
tv) 
v) 

1'1) 

rJ,'l,l p<lilllcne 
1i:1 c;"i. pmr>.n f! 
iJat'aernel1f: 
N~\;Jmpl1'~~ 

L (, '·.i L ;11)[1 G 1I11d 

K,,::,nrurIICl1c 

TlInt I.hp.:Jc IIrca.s Gun'ound till' ,rolc:\no and lh:lt the chiefs of 
Lhcm hr.\Vc cllatarn ovlllcn,hi'jl rich 1:8 ovcr the lUlJd upon which the 
vl)lcn11o ic; [;ll:uutcd, Exhibit I on the plan. 

That the J\ppcllanto did rccot~nine tll<1 t Yellnknlli land exists 
on the ef.lst Gide of the volcnno cxtending to Port Hcsolution 
hid. denied lhat tltir; al'cn clcGif,;nutcd 118 l\ J.jIlP of hi110 on 
I:;xhibi t I enGulf:, the volcnllo in accordance Vii til boundary 
Illllrk Ull Exhibit II. . 

',7. 'I'hat wilen a great deal of 111~ar::;<Jy evidcnce i::; removed, one is 
left with two :ii~os diametricAlly opposed in nll respcctu • 

.l ,llt.:{lfJ)!t; I11lbm,lor:iotlo 1 to 3. I v.JOuld nccept 15UbrnisGion I .• if 
jjl(lilt~ II:! bf>l:1t (!()Iltloel llfl I om of the opillion in tld.s GlHlC that both 
J'i\/I;lp~l tJilould l)(! the representative of the }lPople. 

, 

1 note GullllliG:.Jion 5 an the l\ppellant's Gubmi.sr·;ioll .but do not 
:ICC')lt it. I am, of lite opinion thnt: tile J\ppclanL's nubrnisGion 6 is 
C c: I' j"' , (; ~ ,111 II I !1 C C n. p l :; u C h • I i\ C c: (: p t: Co '.Ill r; (' 1 ' G [; t\ b rn i El G i 0 II 7 e., 



PAWl' IX 

lit HU;}iE:N, Counsel for the Hc,~)polldellt:;; Imhmitl.cd:-

'L'!\'lt I shtHllLl accept the findin?; of the L::lnnd Court but 
~'(~gl'('l J: GunnoL do /:0 n6 no l'~~nl,[ltLeIllJlt lV/I,,; mnde by the 

il':l:iec::' to ll[;eCl~Lr\in ~Iho IIICl'P t.h() .n-l'd, cUi,\:orn OH1H!l"I~. 

1n my o [l.i,I\,l c).ll , Lhe (;vidence Ci"!.'l1 l)(!fore thn lhllllllt Court. 
ll! 1111: 1'n 1'1. i '.':; tn'-I!.!" ,i t .Lllljlu:3Gi 11 I. (] for nll:r C01P,I, to rr![lch [\ 
c0",~};):,;i()n Ihr.!, U1P clI::Lon1 ')\-Hl(')";'; Ill' til': }.:Jll~1 on vlld.eh the 
','(il, "liD rf':'[.:; ()r tl18t the 'Vl11cL\ll() it:;clf lJe1ongl:d 1:0 pithcl' party. 

1 tfl:llll': ,.rOf~ ·J(J1':;'~Th, une of the \6 Lne:,;;C:3 at the Ir;lnnd Court 
rl~;t.l,l:i it Old til f.' COrrl.lC t <Jnf.l\H)1~ ~Jh en It'p ~;rd d in on:';1-Jcr to a 
rll:rl:lld~IIlL I (J 'plc.'Jtion;-

"Ar'l' ,you [l1-JHl'e thul: cvcl'.ybody hnG a ri[',ht to the volcanos'". 

J\JIGwer: "i';'/(,)'ybod,y'n rir;ht. fillishes ollly at the foot of the volcano". 

In my opinion, on the, evidence" that \-Ioult! have been a 
dl~C,~Dj()1I I-Ihi'cil the JUGLic{)o could huve rcnched. 

I cannot accept: Lhe Bubmim;:t.on of his. Again, he nsks the 
l.;uurL to accept otrict rulcLl of cviliellcc hut thiG i6 quito 
i:nl'osniblc [1(3 moot of Lho evidelice in henrGay and t.he legislative 
rn.'ILlGn.ri Glleh \'/ould be the situat.ion und illCludcll .' Section 
2) in the Iolund Court Act to provide for the type of evidence 
"dmiG!'n.blc. 

-- . 

l 
i 
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PAH'l' X 

DECI.,)ION OF 'l'MUlA COUnCIL OF CHIEF.':; 

Thf~ '1'a11I1:.\ Coullcil of GhieL-; it·; happy to If't. :'Oll know all 
Ilif~ i'>:'Iltl1 abo11'- tho knowledge \-1(' hflve or t.he 'I'nnllcsc Custom. 

The 'L'anna I:>lnl\!l Council of CII.jef .. ;; hil!"l t.hree mCf)lings about 
l.1,' V\lle,lllt) C"r;('. '!.'he firnt l'Ia:; nil '1'11.11' October 19(35, the second 
\-I'~': ~'71 '1):.11 of ,JlIllllc\t',Y 191'(j Qnd til!; thi I'd J:](!(~liI\g W:.lU on the 
,:)11, ,T(lrll..';,ry :I(l:;r;, \l/hich \In;; 11, .... '-:1 :It til(: LCllnkc'J. ClI.i.efn Centre. 

t'L !;Ill' l11l:t 1l1(~(~t.i.lIg held 011 LIJ(~ ;:Otlt ,January 19BG, tHO hunch~ed 

1!J"iil l ,(:T'!.; of [,11 e ;r:)I!lln l :,;land C>l1IIIcil o~· Ch iefr; Wf'l',UlrCG0I1t-:--W-;rc 
'-;.,; :'l';~ --;;(;u-i-'-i;c;T;IT;j---(r{sc-11G-~Mf~~- t:j;~;t--~1-(:-~LT~r.-:;-----·-.----

-I.. 
(:.. . 
, . 

'I .. 

Hho 
\'ji, 0 

1/110 
l'li) 0 

(b r: G til:} V 0 1. en 1I 0 11 e 1. (\ II g 1: 0 'i 
t'.; t.hf~ ('ur;/,om \l'WW of thc~ Gt'ollnd, the volcnllo Gtands on? 
i,:; till: c1.wtom owner of thn lnlld tile vol':ono Gtonds on? 
o ,lilt, till: Innd I-Ihich L, oJle-IJlile ,Iround thc volcano'! 

Tlte C:ol.lnc.i . .l of Chiern bel:i_(!\Tp l.IlI1t Ii,cell thr',)tlc;h cUGtom, the 
'[',,1111,1 V01C'lllCl HllC-:;i. tunt:ed in IJo)'l:h 'l'anna, I·Hdelle DUGIi ArCH, 
~.;'1\IIl\ 'l.'anlla f.Jl1d Lelln){0.1 h'.![oro h(~ final.l,Y :-;tnyccl ill the White 
,';,11,,1;, 'lI'r:a. 'UCCr1Ili.Hl 1.he volcal\o ~.;j;n:{ed 111; all those different 
jd.,q;'!:i be.ron~l Ito left cHat.om r;torieG behi.nd there and thnt will 
11"'i'liS to find the trlle o.mer of lhe volcnno. 

ll,ccnilij0 of thin hicl:or'y of the volcano that 1'10 find through 
'[''In/l('!;8 CUGtOIll, tho 'l'onnn Island Council of Chiefa can find the 
"t1;;'-/!'l' t.o tile [11'[;1; quention. \-Ie ugrC(l thnt b0cnusu of the 
c:\;,LoJ!\ tlln 'l'onnn Volcano that i,; caJ..llC'd'!HsuJ:, 

(n) 
(1)) 
( !; ) 

(d) 
(~ ) 
( ;') 

iG 
is 
io 
:i.n 
in 
IG 

not 
not 
not 
lIot 
!lut; 

ilO t 

0'rll1c(1 through one l;1'i he only, 
from the KaGarllrncI!(] tribe, 
from the Nulpaimenc tribe, 
fr'onl the Nar:i.rntene tr:i.lJe, 
frum til,) Nnln:LJlIUllt! trille, 
[r(JIII the NU/UJIIWlle tribe. 

'I.'IIU 1\{1I11':' of the laud where t.he VOICLlIIO is situated i8:-

((!) IG no1; KnsurutlIene land I 

(b) in nqt Nalpaimcne lund, 



\~ 1 

(I.:) iG !JOt. rr:.u~jpliWIlC 101ld, 
( (1 ) in" i) t N 01 '1 5 .. III ,~ n e 1. 11 II rl • 

The Connc.i..l IIgreed ttl;lt til'.] CIJr;\:OIrl Il(llne of' the 1 [lTl(l where 
til ~~ Vol cnJ1l' i I .. Gi t Un t; cd j i:;:-' 

" I EN K f\ III L r;r l{) " 

'~':Ie COilllCil ::;t.;, L0fi tll:lt. the! Vtllc,uio h,ilS f(JIll' nilllle:; coming 
(III: ;')1' !;lIt! l\'ul' 1~I:d.ll J.n.JlE~\lilCCI' or '1'/lIII1Il:-

I • ~j a f(: 
;'. Nllhj,:tlc. 

'.'.::u Ilame !~~ car.le out of ~:'Il! l.al1[,u~q:e t:o 'I (Nafc) I.hich is 
!':!'.~ LIllr,U'I(;C the peorle of the Icnik:lhi Land ;:.q.1cak, on \'Ihich the 
V " I. : .. III 0 .i. :., .':.i t: 1\ a t cd. 

Til e a 11::; IV C r 0 f I; h e t h i r d q 1I r: 13 t. ion i:Oj IJ:~ f 0 11 01-1[; : _ 

The land'i1here the volcano if; Gituated on 1.'3:-

(It) not from Iaulwlupi alld Higi':1U; 
(~) not from lautaka and KnuraG, 
(c:) not from David Nouka nnd ,Johnny Knmuti, 
(d) /lot frolll IlnGGc Euar;lgldri nnd Fhilemon. 

'1'!t() 'l'/ITlJ1fl I:51:111d CO\lllcil of Chiefs Q.ppoints S~H lUtllU and 
NI\Vj,:n .J1\CK al] ',;uatolll Ollller:; of the Innd the volcano is si tuated 
')11 • 

·(. 

. ! 

'L'I'0 Council D[irccn that N1\SE Kllf\HJ\GI'.:IHI comec from \;he nakamal "j 
1l,rl'J.'L'l'm:A and bCCUllfW of the ,CUGt.O!1l rig{lt he is the Chief of the 
T(';-:!\ '),\;l(;:;; and l~le cust.om sonG I-Ihich i(; Gulled IMlTI\HEI. 

1 • ".11 e E h;, Ai~:JHF,tll'~ T H1L~ Jo: , 
;'. '1'1)(~ ;!1\LPi\nmNI'; 'l'IUBE, 
)' 'ttl (~ N ASIl' m.Jli: TIll BB , 
'I. 1I'I\(, IIIlItJ\!!I<;NE ~Plnm;. 

'l'lt!! 'l'Il11La Iullllld Council of Chief:; want::> to ndd to this 
l'I!!JOl't that beG~\lt:~o ,/0 agreed that the Volcano Yusllr is from the 
I'lilc>l,! of 'ranno., , 



t \ 

thn t til e income made [;110111<1 /;0 to the Council of Chiefs, 
C'; i I: 0 L E.' 'J.' C II J 1: 0 U G cit r 0 r tile nee d G 0 II '1'<.111 11 a, 1 i I< e 
for p)(lIl1pl(~ La pay t.hl~ h(~;)dtax of tile poor people of 
'.l';\1l11:t 11110 hrlv(: 110 rnOlll':,' , or fot' irnpru"clllcn tr:: of roads, 
water suPV].y, eLc_ 

UlaL h;tLf a mile [ll'ciund the volcal1o crln br.!Gorne a 
vub1j,.; r·(}u(~rve, but no!:;.\ vlinle mile. 

lh .. d·. i.!IC Council belic'vc:, t;ha.!; lh,.! volcano YnGur is on 
UI(' Lwei of :Jam K/!ltu !llld ,J.~clc Ihven of tlte tluhumcne 
t r i I)(~ b II t til () [, c L~,:~..r?_ ~;15: :~ __ ~~t':J:q)L.()WI1_J:J1..Q __ Y-QJ,-I.J~!l..9_J2£.: c [Ill as 
1 !:._ 1."'1 ~)Jlg::;_ .I: <? __ Lh.~:. __ ~I"_() 1: (~.:l'i\ n 1 !(' i}I;. _tQLll LJ.iJj.5!.11-

Llwt· bc(;[ttlse Lim!;:3 :In! r:lianl':irl!~ people could complnin 
Ld)('ut th,:! d;lI'J;q.;I!C t)l(~ V(llCilIlO m;.dH!ri La their properties 
Illit 1 r LIp! volc:ll1o i.:, cH/nnri til !'CHiCh Ul,! vlhole TanneGc 
l'0l'uJIlLi_oll, t.hf'.Y Celll/IOt. (;1;11111 lilly In('!1l!Y ('rom one person 
in p .. iI'!:jl'IlJ.:lr. 

'J 'lIL3 )_:; the report the '1'nll11ll I:;1"nd Council of Chiefs, Nik Len 
'j'.,.!.;.,; givi.ng Oil bcltqlf of th(! V()lCallO Ycwur and the l[lnd a mile 
;\'··'I\nd ill; bnl1o. 

r;lli e f '1'0111 Numnke 
}Jrc:;ident rf.,J.C. of Chiefs, Nilco Le Te 

2 s£. .;. , hUb Sh. & §£ $I $ I. 
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Ff\ftl' XI 

'l'11(~ cvidellG(~ of tile nppelll1nl:n firntly by (] ~litncsa ouch a.5 
l'd,l?t' 'f .. l.flll \'thoDe cvir1t?llce I bl:lieved ;;tnLnd t.h:d; his ownership 
il!dllckd the GiclcG of Lhe V01CilllO but he did llot 10101'1 \"/ho o\'mcd 
I.llf~ crnl:el' .lllnidq. Il(~ further LJI:recd that lhe urea Yenlll<a.li 
;;_, ;d_med by Lhn HC~:jpol\llellLG ;joilled the bO\\nd'll'in:.; of the volcano. 

lie :;nid hi:, ~'Nal\urnal 1'11.1:'; Loaf,;lpa[; of I1hidl i1n L:; the Chief. 
Ill,' iI[,;r(!I!d LlI;)t hi[; lllllC;lwge ir; kllown ,H, Nnr;tlc :11111 ]\aGarurnene ia 
l,'l',! llwn r , of idn peopl!:. 

iii!; ul'oLhf:r fl;:ipnt lli Wll:'; :'Illothnl' Cll!Lll' uYJtlnpl"e and in Illy 

.. 

(',:illi,Ol1 ;\ tt'1!I.-h'[1l1 vdtner3f;. lie confirllled hin naknmal HaG Loatapas 
'" I t1,;d: hie; i"IHLLl.y had cOlltrol ov~r are:! N~ :" on rJ1an Exhibit I. 

)[,' ;;'';d Ihill: UII:LUld go":' frnm til(' Goa:.;!; linp illl.o the CI'nter. 
;', "";1 '.') ,)ii 1" ;'11 1';)',11 il;i l: \I rnert.,Jy ;iIIOHt: the land tOllching the [dues 

till.' \ool("\)\~), flf! nll'llC:inncri 1.11': r1(~ci:;jon of' I:llc Land GomrnittrJC 
h '1.tI :ill !,lIf:II~·t '1~1~)'1 I;iving tI"(~ Innd':in ilT'C?1I ~; 1:0 him ulld Petcr 
'j"! ['le, ;lIld Uldt i\ JI!'.;ll\iJcr of the. G!1id Comrni. It(:c \oJ;.\f; tlDSGO I{uarng\6ri 
('il : Ll r Ui 1~ jI(>~;rl()lIcl(!JllG. 

lie H..,[; 1;0ll\l') J fair. in hir; (~vidcllce rind r;aid that at n custom 
1', ('l'ir1i~ i_ll 1<)1\3 it ',Inri held tll:lt the HeOl'Onticllt::; \H~re the true 
')\!!I('Ct;' uf lhr' vo}c,lno and Inlld. YOflnknhi Innd J [-) Hrea If on vlon 
1';':ii_klL J Lltld .... hOHO Lile lunel tOllchil1g th'!} buon of Lh~ volcano. 

:\ found thnt: H/lkau Inul:olpi inDY ho.v~ cxngf~crHtcd Gomo\O/ho.t. 
Hi,n (!vidcn{;e I'ItlG that'Hccording 1;0 11in [;Incestorn before the volcano 
'i' 'Il't,ed tile Innd ~Iherc the V01CMlO is si tuated b(~longcd to hio 
;rllllily line. 'J'hnt iG [Ircn 6 on pl/ln Exhibit I iu cloDcr to the 
":'lc,,lIo tilnn tile nakamalEi of I~aGse the Hespollricnt Hhich [Ire Empetoko. 
F: ~ I ~-; () r n :m d ]( HOllma t U l'JoJ{. 

i':c.urCEJ Jnck '-Iaf; n forceful Hi tlieGs. lie replied wi thout any 
II'-':~i~nl;ioll and Geernpd to be mlI'l~ of w!i[lt he wan r;nyill~. His 
II "'t\II,'d H:W LllpelloHillg of \,;I,icll /10 H'-Jr; the chief "nd his naJcamol 
':');Il:l"~)11(;d IIci1lwi!1l':llC l.'1hich i;; al'ca1 on plan Exhibit I. He 
'::'lIi:r'[l(\:)d (but I rlid. \lot heU,evr! him. on thiG point) that his arca 
I:"":: lIP to a hiJl (llId Lnto th(~ volr.atlo. I realJ.,y think he meunt 
I,· !.I'f~ :;vieL> or UI'~ volenTlo. 

/\',',:d 1\ hI.' fw.Ld tllLIt IJI1fJOe (HI);;potJricnt' n) lanll does not ~ouch 
II" vr>i,/~,'tlllj bill. ng:tin:r dl{l not ncccpt thnt evidellce. Ile contended 
li,'!I"! 1/"1",' folll' ltololJ in the volcano arl(: Urich belonging to Yenuknhi 
,,!'iJ II, 1:!111111'UI1I 1lIlO tu'na G1 Nu1lJuiJllenc orca 1, Lllill Nasiprnene area 
,'i 'IH Uti pll1tl Exh.l.hlt 1. 

• IIlJkHl1lal - if; n J]]cctirq; place 
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.1o!tnll,'" }(olil(~ch.i. allollll.!r wi.l:nr::ni ~Ihor;() nal:.nmnl Wrw KDlnungo'"of 
\":j i I;it' ill,' \1Ijf; Chief :Jlld HhoGC n:Jlti,lllJ.-.l cOlltrol:; area tJ[wipmene 
Cll"'::1 ;'~ on 1)1/)n Exhibit; l)nGlual.ly nt"t;eti !tin IIrC:.l goes to the 
,.,:>1<:,1110 1111<1 iuto the crater. Vlherear.; hi[i lund may only border 
f!t0 Cl'.:1t.r!l' 0.0 OhO\-IIl on plnn Exhibit I. I did not 'believe him 
1-1111~n he sLlid it ~/ent into the Grater. His evidence IW,G helpful 
in tll,:it hl~ G[lVC the llQfIl(?[:i of the four hole::; in tho volcano and 
\J',I\lm Ito thoucht they belonged:- " 

1 • 
") 

'" .. 
J 
) . 

Gl'imllJ - belonging to Nulpaimenc 
~1t!hu\H!hi - belonginc; to NClGipmen!? 
1\:U1ll1l'(~lJ - bclongJ.ng to Nulllllne (Yenakahi) nnd, 
1::lllI1<1UII -' belonGing to I<ur;nrumnno 

l'hir; ev.i.d"llce Gonflietswith tile vie\w of 1:he council of' 
':11 i,d'L; 1Iint th,) luud 011 I,hich tile volcano is si LUatcd i[3 Ycnaknhi '. 

ell n r] i /~ N.i r;u\o/;;u'c 11 ano 1:11 or II 011 ('[) I; , Hi til el3~:; in m::r' opi ni on merely 
;.;l'l',,:d thaI: hiG nnknrllnl ito LlJ.llHIlPiJlI ;tnd he ir; tho chief Dna it.: 
(;('11 1.1'01 r; ,Jl'HD .3 Oil Jd.nn l!;x!1 i oi 1: 1 "')1 ich h P- say~; dOCG· not go up 
t': thc! '101c1'110 nlt.!I011/jh from p11J1l Exhibit I urna 3, it in shown 
1.\:; bordering, tile volcrJ'no. 

ThOnlClG Nn'f3l/il1 another' witnl)s:; for the appeU.ants aaidhis, 
lW]',nm;;l \'IIW Ir;iJrtlol.I of Hhi(:h he in chief. Ilis evidence was. that 
1.11 u red .1 i ne 011 plan c~xh ibi t I rapl'CGen led the bounuary line of 
1.11.) f'renbytcriflll mi.rwion and ulJol1.1d renlly be 1010\-111' no the mission 
'ji..~ln. lIe :s.:d.d it wao drnwn in 1U70 to prevent the natives from 
::\.·,!;!.L.illg Llllcl. 'fll.io .'Jf~t~lI1[j to he eonfirlllcd by pllllll~xhibit IV 
m,'I,)': f)'oln LillT\Tey Hnpo oi' ploto t1urJ'olluding YnGul' Volcuno und 
f'.)U!lJ] in the \'}hilc Snrl(lG Hission lIollGO. 

The composite rnup Hun made by Professor Lamont Lindstrom of . 
th(, liniversity of Tulo/), Oltlllhomn United states of America in 
'1')'/8. lie rwid the mi:wion line [lforcGuid is the sume line as 
Nil;;."" (Hcopondent) ~Il'ote on plnn E;xhihit II. 110 thought that' .' 
f)IHIl KlllIu llnd ,Jack IHvon hllve rir;htll ovo1' the lund but thnt. the 
nl;!;'~l' tuo l'IrlllG(J lind Philemon have no :1'igl1t over the' land • 

. 
By tlli/; I took it to moun the land::; of 'YentJkuhi, which 

L(, "t;l'ee wit.h the vip-w" of the Council of Chicf13. 

" 'l'h(~ lnnl HitnoolJ for the uppp.llarits was Sam ~lalwaira who was 
f'oi l·\.,:·.iChl in hie; vlcHs t.hat from hin knovrledge the chiefs of. 
H :11. r:Li l:JeHu hnvc control over the V'oleano undthat 'nccording.to , 
('Iull,orn t.he pc()pl(~ of these fOttl' UI'eud have a right of ownership 
oj' 1.I1~~ lOlld' 011 \'/Ilich the volcano utandG. 

! 
1 WaG unable to UCGCpt this e,,·idr;nce us he \108 not 

at 

, 
, I 

!, I 



. ·~l!lli;f;:!ll f..i.u\.e hiG bel i.cf l'I.i. th HllY GOllcrctr! evidence 'or even 
:1; 1'1~ilY I'vidence. I thel1 litil;enl,d ito the evidence of the.Respon-
d(~!> t[; I.IlId \·lilnc,sucsG. 

Tl!r.! nlilin \~.i.lllr)/)s N(ll.WC, cOl1\;cnur)<i that the blue line on plan 
)·;;'.!.i.h.it E rcprcnclIts YCl1aJ:ahi l/llltiwhich,ill e/'fect is thot the 
\'01':,1110 in on Yenaknhi land. lie disar,reed \~ith ~/itllcGscfJ for 
I.he l\[lpl)llnnt alld fJt.atcd their 'lnndr; do not border the. volcano,_ 

H,.: ,'ul'LltcJ' GOIlLondnu tll1.lt \dt.l1e~H';()S for tile uppcllnnts' were not 
<:'11 "1':; a:; lhey clu:imecl to be. 

i!in ini'o.t'uwtion that he in thecllGtom o\Olllcr of the land 
Cl!(;()IIIJl~H)nillg the volcano come from his rother Naununand grand­
f;d.lJer l'oytnloHHwa about 1936 llnd that hil3 father actually showed, . 
lI·i.rtI tll() 1:\IHI millly,t.imr.I:3... 

, ,. 
~r. filld t1lir; difficillt to ;1C()ep~':1I> thiG land il1:the pant· was 

!J )1;1 t..i v f.~ l":)Li'JrVe declnr0.d by til e Join t Cou rt 0 f' ih e' N.ew II ebri des • 
.1 :,,'i:JIIOt. po.'wibly bc~lieve tilat hiD 'father Naunull or~randfather 
l")./!.',\Gw;n/H e'/(!j' thouGht thllt u Con~;tj.tut.ion woultl contain an ' 

'!flll In!ld jlJ UI!! Hcpublic 'b':~lo11~~n to the indigenous cuatom 
OWIICrG und lheir dc) •• cendnnt::;II.i 

I 

I , 

;I'ltl h'.~caufi8 of Guc.:h fort1Gight :i.t \~aG tltr~il' duty to prepare Nasse 
I"..,\, ~,ll(:h un 0Vcn tu:\l~. ty by paGt;iJIC; him [juch .. inform;;ltion and 
:1.:l.ll"Illy c;howiIJ[; hiJ:! tlt,~ bOllnunl'Jeo! of' the lond Vlld.eh I3cemingly' 
h:: C')illCidcllGO in n1::;0 t.hn PrcGbyter.i!ln miGGion line.' 

, The general imprnm.Lion I got from lintnnine to this Hi tness 
"',".1:; ,LlJl.lt he wt\1J not I>r~)}larerl to accept {lny evidence other~'than ,> 

tllitl: which ututcd he Will; the trltu GIl/;tom o\omer and certuinlythat" 
all thl! witll01]Gel3 for the J\ppollontr; were telling lies. ' 

.Jacl{ J'levcn anothel' respondent did not impreC3G me wi th his 
evidenec. lie kept cho.nginr; h~G cvidellc'~. First he Buid Nasipmene 
n~r,(;hnd the volcano (llId then corrected himself anti. snid that it 
reached the bottom of the hill next' to the volcano. J\gain he 'said 
I~~':;llrumcne lfllld does not. come to the volcano alld then corrected, 
hill1:3elf IHld BOyD he doen Bot know the lunu of Kusurumene. 

'.!'h:i:3 witnef;m HIlD DO evulJive that I ~/U8 reluctnnt to (J.ccept hia 
eV.idnl1ce £IU lhe t,l'uth. 

":;nnl Kohu, allotber rCGpondcnt 13uici hin JI;)itarnul \iUS in Yenakahi 
(llld I,c' hllOIHl tho bOl.lndad.eG because 'his futher told him •. That 
1I.i:. J'nlllc!l' told him that people of I,apeno~Ting, .Ilawanga, Wnnupen 
f~,' • .'", ""jI.' 1'1(" Nald plIl!:rJ{!, N L\1.puimeno /.tilt! Nnrnrnqnehave' no 'righ ta in 
YI.'n~dl~\h.t. \/lIy hio futher had to tell him ull this io' difficult: 
1,0 11!111r,!l·oLI.\tlil I.lnu I junt did not uc ept hin evidence. '.When asked 
qu",I;iuiICl ~lhiGh he tlccmill(;ly could ot all/lWeI' he l~eplied that he 
"(ld I,,, .t":lgh t Lo npcnk l.lbou t such. 

" 

-. 

• 
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.Jonah NalnLl, "'lIotller Hitnc:';:3 sl:)tc(l lfltJt '{elofi Nakamal 
:~'.l\~ "')1r; Lht! lUlld 011 which the volcano I;;talltls lind extends to 
Y";·ri,'!wld. ",\to hnve cuotOI1l OWnCI'f;!ti.p of the lnnd on whic:il tho volcano 
nt~·t~id:;. 

:.ir.un NwnnJcn, a YOllng mnt! the Gon of fJn::wc produc.ed u rllup 
Exllj,h.iL VII repl'eGcnting the In.nd of Y'-!I1tlkahi <I~; Gllo\Olll to him ,by 
hi:; ftlther. 

l'hilemoJl Nnk<.lla, (.lOother re:sJ!(H\dl~l~tl1 r,ave '.!vidence that hiG 
n(d~:lI;j(ll WaG Ernpitoku nnd that ho [llld his brolh(~r tIIH>GE! arc chiflfs 
or th e II a 1<;-1 flHl ~ 

He .t'Cf(~JTCd to 1.110 dent! or I~!lll~' of 19(\; or Ull' VOlCMlO to 
Ch;)rlo.!~J iJtuurt 1'(?l)rOHClI f;illg the :::;oe.l\~tn rh.'1J NOlJv(!11'.:13 IIcbddl!G Hn'd 
l;lI-ld lllnl: the 1l1;n\1;' LTimrny I\il.\ho ap'pe~1rin(~ on thr~ dcr;d HaG one of' 
il.in rdIC!!stor':1 d(,:'~Gend.i.ng t.o Uoid:J h.'.HI.'.lW,::, Hho,(Ho{ J1otIH1Vr! a child 
:30 h': :luopLcd him :.;hol'tly uff:\)r birl;h in,19Y;1.·lIe' gave the boun­
tb"ie~; of Ycnak:lld. \-IlIicll in fi·J{::t i!:;i til!: blll!! lipo~ :inr-lnnExhibit 

I' '. .... . 

T1. II\~ dit;;1[rJ'·.~(:d 'dith 1.1\1.' \"i.tllO::E;::;t~~; for thc,"pp(:ll.:JlltG 1;IJ'attheir' 
1:)11-: l'ordcJ'[·'.1 the vn1r:nno. I!:i.:.~ cvi-J'.:r:cc \.,rnlJth:'~ .h-itl[uth-cl'·, .' 
Nnltl,!'11 told him ;Ii)(ll!t: tllo bouiHhr:i.e; ..-,f Ycnakuhj"'}(osuidhe' 
cln i.lnud O\-lric.1.'G!l.LjJ of thp. '\,"01.C3rtO Lhrour:,!l hj s'>r~~~Lui:\ul ,";fa~ther~ nn«, .", 

!.)O:l(!.'1 who ilrlo,pted him. I 
. I· '~ < .,'. • • - • 

/);wid Nnll!,/.l "litO gilvoev:idellce G()/d,enb~d llihl'Johl1lly'Komochi, ,'.' 
IIJ U'ollgh a fdend, "IOG lyin(j h~' c1a:lllling ,to-'IJecbi'ef,ofIlaml.1nga. 
l!e .'Jgreed thaI; tile InndIJ of Nadpnw\'IC go to thc.·bpltorn··ofthe 
''/01 C;I.JtO. Ile furthtH' fltdt!. thnt Kallrl~r. ,ltlck hfHl no 'ril~hf to the 

I '._ .' .,' . 
vol ':;nllO no hi's lund only extends to i tit e bot t.ofn of· th'e volcuno, 
DO Ult:I'el'on.' he call1lot claim to h(! ~IIGLorn owner'of tho'volcano. 

. . I ) ~ " 
~ . 

'l'hc evidencr:? of till:::; \'Ii\;nefJs cOI~.f1icl.:; Hith othcr"-Jitnctlses 
for lhe TIcGI'ondenlz ~/ho stated only il.Jllds belonr;ed to Yenukohi ..... . 
exb~nded 1.0 the volcano. I 

i 
Clflims Iwvc been madu by both pr\rtiqt; to thi!J appeal 

b\'Cf,U~l(! their lund exteudG to' Lhe boumiary of· the volcnno·;they·· 
h:\vn }'.Lgl1 to to the volcano \.herf)tW oth(!r wi t1l0cnca mainiytiios'c 
Qr tho roopondent claim that YOllnkahi land completely our:rounds 
till! vct/.C0110 ond 01'> the volcano is ~dthil\ thelrland it io tlleirG.: I . 

J :ull Ilot .:\lJllOlutf'l,Y I:mlisfic(l tho!: either of th(! purties are 
L(!l.l in!; tile t.,t'U til.. The general :impreu:,.lOIl I go!; having. listened .. 
,lith !.!T·jO[; care find attent.ion, wa~) Ulal: each r;.uty HaG'attempting' 
to) ;.:. • .'1 their pv.i,d(!nc(~ in 1111 uttempL: to pcrmwrle tLe Court that 
1.l1':Y 1·1 ',L1'r! tf!J.lillL~ the truth. All \-Ji Lnl:!3Gcs gnve evidence' \-/hich 
in (i.y opJn.i.on HnG nal tlte truth. 

1:il lilt, HUrl 1: \~'-I;'~ Ji!:t\; ~:ith une v:ieH Hnd t.h:lt WnU that'none of 
Ilil.! 1:;!f·LJ.!!I; h!lV'.l 1:;:'JllV.lllcnd nil) tlwl: they nrc tllr1 lruH custom oHncrs. 
u f U IIj 'I u1 etJlto, 

I,h -19GII ~ho dol.nt Court made tht~ \TolGnno nnd Land fiurrounding 
I.h '.l n"mf~ •. 1 Natjv~l IIN1Cl'\"(> \\i thout rwcmine;ly [IllY objection from the 
J:'.~npl'! of 'I'anna., 

'. "I)~:I i.n !'1'Orr. U/I" JlLlrGh;:~r;e deed (r:'ifO;(~ ;.~()) DI/II J';1)l8r'o folIOl.,rinp; it 
H (l \I I.J , .. I' n In I II" t· '\' 1 t \. ~. r f ", . . . " ";,'" . ..! .. j _oj(' C/\1('I" {I '",,:'H1"\ ',.J{'I'CcoI1Gcl"ncd 1n the nnle':". 
'1',:" trw 1'J'Clllf.:h Comp,I:I,Y of UI0 vulctlrlc1. 
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Only \V11(~tl it HaG diGt!ovcrr:d lhai r.lOHCY Gould be made from 
t1I IJ',rUJ.CilllO did tll::! diGputu clrine. , 

~ 

Til 1lIj' op.i.ni,on, the evidence iG GO conflicting rC/jurding the 
·t::wl on Hhich tht! v()lG~l1o fd;,'lllCIi:;, that I cannot nccept that either 
of tlie p~H'Li'.lG or their flnccsLorn o\·mcd the l"nd. According'ly, 
:in IWi Opildoll, it'/] Cuutolnary Q~mcrl3hip is with the Chiefs alld 
~'(~\.lT'l. e of 'rOlll!ln nnc1 I GO II old. 

T lhere.rorc 11110\-1 th(!~{\ppcal only,in so fur us I'qUDGh the 
,judr;IIl'.)nt of tile 1,,11111d Court. 

?Ilrtlll'r, ;in my ol'iJ1:l()n, Ute ID.nd bordering the volcano along. 
:11': !.JotllldnJ'Y ned; out on I;he )l1mt belongG to tho people of' those, 
;ll'IiI,". 1J11l1'y opillhm, tile Inlld of Ycnakahi dOCG n'ot, surround 
'il': 'l\·le:ll1o. J'L merely rnac/t(::3 the LJoundary of th9 volcuno set 
-ill Lito plt)ll 011 tho \~ent Girle. '. 

.l rr:conlmcm! that lhe volcl1no be declared by ',the Government ". 
ill COI1Clll'l'CnCe with CJhiefs and People of 'fannn, tobe,a'Nation111 
~;oIl\lm'~nL under ,Joint Hcgulation '11/65 and that>llny revenue obtained 
1'1'0111 the \·o.lcLino be lwed by the Council of.Chiafo for,Tannllfor . 
1.h r; hcnefi t of th (1 people of rl'nnllD.~ 

, I 
The plan nttnched nn~ edGed In!e reen 

j.llvolvcd. 

I: " 
~-C-L~ee_ . .-:;:z" ~0-

Fred~rick G COOKE, 
Chief JUli'tice '22" <t ''8~ 
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