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IN:THE SUPREME GOURT OF ' Civil Case.No. 6Q of 1987
THE REPUBLIC OF VANUATU '

. BETWEEN : WAPINA TAMASUT

(Applieant)
AND t THOMAS GYLA
(Respondent )
JUDGMENT

The parties appeared before me on the 23rd June, 1987. The
s applicant wes represented by Mr Rissen, the Public Seliecitor,
the Respondent appeared in person.

_«The parties commenced living together in 1982 and Kylie the
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daughter was born on the 10th February, 1983. The arrangement
between them was suitable until querrelling started in 1985 and

the Respondent took Kylie ;to.Ambae with the consent of the Applicant
but left her there and refused to’ return her to Vila. '

The applicent is a teacher at Ecole Publigue earning 15, 906 VT
per month and now lives with & “Paxi driver in a two bedroomed

house, near the airport. They hope to get marrled after the birth
of the child she is now carrylng._

The R95pondent opposes custody of the child Kylié to its mother.
He states he wants the child and the mother can have access to
the child when it grows up. I had the advantage of being advised
in custom by two advisers, one named ILaruwoi Russel from Futuna

and John Morris Tari from Ambae, the parties coming from those
two areas.

I am advised that if a man and girl live together but are not
‘married, a child of the union, upon separation, belongs to the
mother with access to the father should he so wish. |

"As it is clear to me that the child would be better cared for by

its own mother and the care of the child being of paramount
importance.

I Order that custody of the child be granted to the mother but °
the father to have reasonable access to the child.
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o Further I. Order that the chlld be returned to Vila from(Ambae

-9 - before the end of this month by the father and’ given tothe
. mother and lastly that the father pay costs in-the sum o

S 21,000 VP. 7,000 VT to be.paid at end of June, Py 000 VT at

end of July and 7,000 VT- at end, of August, 198?
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