
. IN THE SUPREME COURT CRIMINAL CASE NO.31 of 1993 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

. \ 
HEARD AT LUGANVILLE, SANTO 
(NqRTHERN DISTRICT ) 

CORAM: 

CRIMINAL JURISDICTION 

PUBLIC PROSECUTOR -V- JIMMY LELE 

BEAUMONT, Actipg Judge 
Hiliary TOA For public Prosecutor 
Heather LINI For Accused 

REMARKS ON SENTENCE 

{(' i ,". 

Thg Accusgd has plgadgdGuilty to a Chargg of ARSON~'(PENAL 
QODE,~ SECTION 134(1». It is propgr that thg p]ga;-'lbe 
accE!ptgd. Thg ACCUS9\1 is convictgd accordingly. . ·Xii·· , ~~I.' 'L'hg Accusgd has always admittgd thg offgncg. Hg says that 
hg burnt down thg Traditional Homg of his ngphgw, and soing 
of its contents, becausg hg wished to show his disapproval 
of thg Complainant's conduct in forming a relationship with 
a woman whiCh, in thg opinion of thg Accused, was cqntra!:,y 
to cus tom. . .... -';,< 

;;,'; ';~t'i~" 
Arson is a sgrious offgncg and thg prgscribgd pgn",}ty 2,s 
Imprisonmgnt for 10 years ." ~lk 

~1tJ,;i _ _~~]\/', 
Howgvgr, thgrg arg somg mitigating circumstances. Th'fsds:ifa 
first Offgncg. As has bggn said, thg Accused hasit(alwa}ls 
admitted his guilt. It is common ground that it waskhoWn 
that thgre was nobody in thg house at thg time. ,,",,! 
Significantly, the Accused has bggun thg grection of a 
to rgpiacg thg ong that was dgstroygd. 

, 



• 
., ./2.JLELE 

In these circumstances. it is appropriate that the Accused 
be fined, but also that. the!' Complainant be compensated in an 
appropriate way for th8 jl,1'55· of his house and for the 1055 
of the contents. 

The Accused is fined tLire sum of VT2D.DDD payable by 1st 
september 1993. 

I further Order that the 
crime, solo peter. the s~m 
1055 of the contents. 1tlhat 
1994. 

Ae·cused pay the victim 
of· VT7. DOD to compJ;msate 
amount to be paid by 1st 

of his 
for the 
January 

I further Order that tIl;!' ACCU5{£lIl be placed on Probation for 
a period of six months;' and U'hat it be a condition of the 
probation that the Accused erec-I wi thin that period a house 
to replace the destroyed h~u5e to the satisfaction of Chief 
Kelep. 
I Order that the Accused Pdl'l' tht'! costs of the Prosecution in 
the sum of VT2.DOD by 1st 5:@ptember '1993. 

Dated this 3rd day of June 1993 

/7. Q~' 
'\ r:A~.~ 
B:A:~AUMONT 
Acting Judge 


