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NEW HEBRIDES 
REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY 

ACTS OF PAHLIAMENT REGULATION 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

HA3/D/15-P 
20th f1ay, 1980. 
Original: English 

rho Constitution is silont about tho form of tho laws, the procedure for 
II r'f'\aining the President I s assent, and othor mattors connected with thoir 

. otldctment. 

Tho Acts of Parliament Rogulation covars thesa matters. 

'Soction 2 providos for a method of naming laws which combinos tho French and 
English practice. The English givo a nama and the year of enactment. Tho 
French give the number and yoar. Tho latter practice makes proper indexing 
of laws impossible. 

Section 10 is important as it providos the manner in which Acts will come 
into force. 

Soction 12 providos for spacial roprints of laws thot have had many amendments. 
These would probably be laws liko the one on customs dutios. 

Soction 13 provide~ for the Speaker to issue a certificate of complianco whon 
a law roquiros a spacial quorums spacial voto or rofarendum. 

"J 
API1IL 1980 

Dl1ftFTSMANS NOTE 

W.H. LINI 
CHIEF MINISTER 

Tho Residant Commissionors Joint Rngulation bringing this Rasolution into 
forca 8S a law will provide that this r090lution will bo cited as Acts of 
Parliament Regulation and that it will como into forca on the Day of 
T"dopandonco. 
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ACTS OF PARLIAMENT REGULATION 

1980 -
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

PART 1 - FORM OF ACTS AND BILLS 

1. Acts and Bills. 

2. Titlo. 

3. Words of onactmont. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11 • 

12. 

13. 

PART 2 - PROCEDURE FOLLOWING PASSING OF BILLS 

Preparation. 

ThQ assent. 

Numbering. 

Original copios. 

Publication. 

Publishod copies to bo evidenco. 

PART 3 - COMMENCEMENT 

CommGncement. 

PART 4 - MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY 

Amendmont and Ropoal. 

Reprints and revised oditions. 

Certification of Special Votos and Reforendums. 

S C H E D U L E 1 

WORDS OF ENACTMENT 

S C H E D U L E 2 

AUTHENTICATION BY CLERK 

S C H E D U L E 3 

STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT'S ASSENT 
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The assent. 5. 

Numbering. 6. 
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(1) The Presidont shall show that he assents to a Bill 
by signing on oach copy preparod in accordance with 
section 4 a statomont to that effect in the form 
sot out in Schedule 3. 

(2) A Bl11 shall bocome an Act of Parliament on tho 
signing by the Presidont of the assent on tho 
first of tho copiss. 

(1) Acts shall be numbered consecutively in tro order 
in which thoy become Acts and the numbering sholl 
begin afrosh at the beginning of each calendar 
yoar. 

(2) As soon as tho President has signod tho ossent on 
o copy of an Act undor the provisions of section 
5 tho Clork of Parliament sholl causo the numbor 
of the Act to be entered on that copy. 

Original copies. 7. (1) Whonover tho foregoing procedure purports to have 
boon followod in relation to an Act, the assented 
copies sholl be tho original copies of the Act, 
and shall bo conclusive evidence of tho torms of 
the hct, its numbor and the dato of aesont. 

Publication. 

Published 
capias to be 
ovidonco. 

Commoncoment. 

8. 

9. 

(2) One of the original copies shall bo retainod by 
tho Spoakor who shall cause one 80ch of the 
remaindor to be deposited with tho Prime Minister, 
tho Chief Justico and the Attorney Genoral. 

Evary ~ct sholl be published as soon as practicable 
after tho Prosident's assent with -

(n) the omission of the statements contained in 
tho original copies by virtue of the 
~rovisions of sQctions 4 and 5 of this 
Regulatiun; 

(b) a statoment of the date on which the 
Prosident's assont was signifiudj and the 
dote of commencement contained in the margin 
t.horoof. 

(1) Evary {Ict sholl be a public Act. 

(2) A c~py of any Act other than an original purportod 
to havo boon printod on behalf of or published by 
or undor the authority of the Govornment shall be 
prima facio ovidence of the torms of tho Act , its 
number and the date of assent. 

PART 3 - COMMENCEMENT 

10. (1) Subjuct to tho prov~s~ons of this section, 
commencomont of an Act shall bo such date as is 
providod in or undor tho Act, or whoro no dato is 
so providod~ tho dote of its publication as 
notifiod in tho Vanuatu Gazette. 

(2) Every ~ct of parliamont shall come into force 
immediately on tho expiration of the date next 
proceoding its commencoment. 

. .. /3. 
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(3) A provision in an Act regulating tho coming into 
forco of on Act or any part thereof shall have 
effoct notwithstanding that the port of the Act 
containing the provision has not come into 
op~ration. 

(4) Whero on Act is mode with retrospectivo effect 
the commencemont of the Act sholl bo the dato 
from which it is givon or considored to be given 
such affoct. 

(5) Tho provisions of subsection (4) shall not apply 
to an Act until there is a notification in the 
Vanuatu Gazette as to the dato of its publication 
and until such date is specified the Act shall 

r \ be without effect. 

--'. Amendmont 
I 

and Repeal. 

Reprints and 
revised 
editions. 

PART 4 - MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY 

11. An Act passed in any session of Parliament may be 
amonded or rGPoaled at any time including the 
samu sossion. 

12. (1) An Act which has boon amendod may, with the 
authority of the Ministor for tho time being 
responsible for Justice be reprinted with all tho 
nocossary ommissions, amendments and substitu­
tions offoctod by tho amonding Act. 

(2) Evory Act roprinted undor the provisions of 
subsoction (1) of this section shall bo published 
by notification in the Gazette and whon so 
publishod shell bo judicially noticed as an 
authentic copy of the Act as amendod. 

Certification of 13. 
Special Votes 

(1) Whero tho Constitution roquiros that a Bill is 
passed by Parliament after being sup~orted by a 
special majurity with a special quorum prosont and Referendums. 

::1$. a.; L £..2Li ML.t .. c ;; - ; .d £L S 

or with such requiremonts and supportod by a 
notional referendum the Speaker, or the Doputy 
Speaker if the Speaker is absent or othorwise 
unablo to act sholl~ bofore the Bill is presented 
to tho President for his assent, cortify in 
whatovor form he considers approprioto that the 
Bill was passod after having been so supported 
and with such spacial quorum or with those 
roquiremonts and tho support of a national 
refurondum. 

(2) A copy of tho cert~ficato givon undor SUbsection 
(1) signod by tho Speaker or tho Deputy Speaker, 
as the cOSs may bn, sholl bo prima facie ovidence 
of tho facts stated thorein. 

. •. /4. 
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S C H E 0 U L E_1. 

WORDS OF ENACTMENT 

(Soction 3 (1» 

80 it enacted by tho Prosidont and Parliament as follows. 

ll,HEDULE 2 (Section 4 (2» 

AUTHENTICATION BY CLERK 

This copy has been comparod by mo with the Bill which has passod 
Parliament and found by mo to bo c true copy of the Oill. 

Sign ad •• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Clark to Parliamont 

Date of Authentication: 

S C H E 0 U L E 3 (Soction 5 (1» 

STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT'S ASSENT 

I hereby Elssont 

Signod ••••••• 11.0 ••• 0 ••• 0 •••• 0 ••••• 

Prosidont 

DElte of Assent 
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