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NEU HEBRIDES CONDOTJIINIUN' 

JOINT REGULATION No. 30 of 1972 

TO PROVIDE for the election of the members of 
the Representative Assembly. 

MADE by the Resident Commissioners under the -. 
provisions of Articles 2~2 and 7 of the 

Anglo-French Protocol of 1914 and of the 
Exchange of Notes between the Governments of 
the United Kingdom ill'1d the French Republic 
made at Paris the tuenty-ninth day of August 
1975 establishing the Representative Assembly 
of the New Hebrides. 

PART I - ELECTION OF BEPRESENTATIV8S OF THE 
PEOPLE 

1. (1) The election of the representatives 
of the people to the Representative Assembly 
shall be by secret ballot based on electoral 
rolls prepared in accordance v'ri th the Joint 
Electoral COBmittees Regulation No.8 of 1975 
as amended (hereinafter referred to as lithe 
Regulation!1 ) • 

(2) In this Regulation, unless the 

context othervrise requires -

Itconstituency" means the electoral 

area for the election of one or more 
representatives of the people to the 

Representative Assembly as defined in 
accord&"'lce ,-;ri th Article 2 of and the 
Schodule to the Exchange of Notes 
between the Governments of the United 
Kingdom and tho French Republic made 
at Paris the 29th day of August 1975 
establishing the Representative 
Assembly of the New Hebrides; 
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"registration arean Ir.eans an area vii thin a 

constituency for thepurpc3es of the 
registratL;il of elocters under the provisions 

of the Regulation ancl·Jf voting in elections 

for the Representative Assembly as defined in 

maps approved by the E.<.sident Commissioners 

deposited for public ins~ection at the 

offices of the District Agents and such 

other places as they may think fit. 

2. (1) The follo1rling persons shall not 

be entitle~ to vote -

(a) persons vlho have been sentenced by any 

court in the New· Hebrides to a term of 0 
imprisonLlent, w'"hether suspended or not, 

of mere than tw·elve months for any 

offence and have not been granted a 

total remission Jf the sentence: 

Provided that if at the date of 

the closing of the electoral roll 
three years or Dore have elepsed since 

the end of the term of imprisollilent or 

the end of the period of suspended 

sentence, the DerGOn concerned shall 

not be so disqua~ified; 

(b) pers0no ~·lho are lawfully detained in 
a mental hospital under the provisions 

of the Joint Nental Hospital Regulation 

No. 2 of 1 965 ; 

(c) persons who are undischarged bankrupts; 

(d) persons who have at any time vli thin 

four years iomediately preceding the 

election beon convicted of an electoral 

offence. 

(2) For tl:e purposes of paragraph (a) 

of subsection (1), t·-o or more terms of 

imprisonnent vrhich u...ce required to be served 

.. ) 
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consecutively shall be regarded as a single 

term of imprisonQent for the aggregate period 

of those terns. 

3. (1) The electoral roll for each 

registration area vii thin every constituency 

shall be closed on a date to be prescribed 

by the Resident COL~issioners by joint 

decision, being a date not earlier than one 

calendar month before the date fixed for 

the cocrmenceDent of polling. 

(2) The electoral rolls shall be 

prepared by the appropriate Electoral 

COlillJittee established under the provisions 

of section 1 of the Regulation show·ing the 

names of all persons registered as qualified 
to vote at the elections and shall be revised 

before closure in accordance -"Ii th the 

provisions of subsection (3). 

(3) Copies of the electoral rolls 

shall be made available for inspection by tL2 

public at the District Agents' offices during 

norDal business hours for a pe.riod of one· 

month prior to the date fixed in accordance 

with subsection (1) for the closure of the 

rolls. The District Agents Day also make 

such further arrangeDents as they way consider 

necessary for the publication of the rolls 

to interested persons. During such period 

any person nay, after examining the rolls, 

make representations regarding the inclusion 

or ooission of ffily nruJ8. Such represent­

ations nay be l:J.ade to any District l.1.gent, 

who shall if necess2.TY put theD in. writing 

and forw·ard theD to the Co-Superintendents 

of the Electoral Office established by the 

Resident COLIDissioners at Vila or Santo, 
or Day be Dade in writing by the person 

Daking the repreuentations direct to the 

said Co-Superintendents. The Co-Super­

intendents of the Electoral Office shall 
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investigate every such representation and. 

their decision th-ereon respecting the 

addition or reuoval of any nane 1 which shall 

be deternined not later than tvlenty-four 
hours before the tine fixed for the coonence­

nent of polling, shall be final. 

4. The date of the elections shall be 

fixed by the Resider..t COLlIlissioners by joint 

decision, vThich shall be published not less 
than t'wo nor..ths before the polling is due to 
connenoe. The places at which and the tiDe 

during vlhich polliL'1g shall take place shall 
be prescribed by the tvlO District ,Agents of 

the relevant District. Nothing in this 

section shall be construed so as to prevent 
the apPointDent of different dates for the 

vOtL~g in an election in different constit­
uencies ruld different registration areas 
vlithin the NevI Hebrides or the establishm.ent 

of Dore than one polling station at the sane 

place. 

5. Every polling station shall be pres-

ided over by 2 person appointed as presiding 

officer jointly by the District Agents. 

6. (1) The presiding officer of each 

polling station shall ensure that voters 

conduct thenselves in an orderly uanner. 

The voters s~all not concern themselves with 

any matter other than the electoral proc­

edure and. in particular shall not hold aYlY 

discussion or deliberations v'li thin fifty 
metres in all directions of the polling 

station. 

(2) No person other than a candidate 
shall within any polling station where voting 
is in progress or on any public way "Ti thin a 

o 
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distance of fifty metres of any such polling 

st8.tion wear or"display any card, symbol, 

favour or bther emblem indicating support 

for a particular cs.ndidate or political party. 

7. The District J~ents shall appoint two 

persons to be polling clerks for each polling 

station in the constituency concerned. They 

may also appoint alternate polling clerks. 

In any circumstances, notvli thstanding periods 

of absence of anyone person appointed by the 

District Agents under section 5 or this 

section, the polling station shall be manned 

by t\w of the persons so appointed by the 

District Agents during the v!hole of the 

period of polling. 

8. (1) lilly can.didate or political" party 

may nominate in w.ci ti..l'lg to the District 

Agents concerned, not less than seven clear 

days before polling, a representative or 

his alternate for each polling station who 

may attend the electoral pro~eedings and 

if necessary require any comment, protest 

or dispute concerning the proceedings to be 

included in the report of the returning 

officer under section 36. The District 

Agents shall issue to such representa-i:;ive 

a form of receipt for the nomi~ation: 

Provided that ru~y such representative 

who must be an elector in that consti tU81~cy 

may be so authorised for more thru~ one 

polling station. 

(2) Every such representative 

shall satisfy the presiding o~ficer that 
he is authorised as a represel'.tati ve of a 

candidato or poJ_itical pal"ty ly producing 

the receipt issued to him by tl~"e District 

ligen ts at tho time of the I olli;~g • 
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(3) - A list 'containing the names of 

such representatives of the ::candidates shall 

be displayed- 2,t all polling stations in the 
relevant constituency. 

9. The presiding officer shall resolve 
any difficulties IJhichmay arise during 
voting and sllall give reasons for any 
decisions which he-may make. 

10. A written statement of all represent-
ations and objections and the decisions 
thereon together with all relevant documents 
initialled by the presiding officer and 

, 

pollingcle:cks shall be included in the .. 
report of the rotm."rdng officer under section 
36. 

- -11 • Throughout the period of voting a 

copy of -bhe definitive electoral roll shall __ -
remain on the table at I-Thich the polling 
clerks are seatej" 

12~ No perso~ shall be permitted to vote 

unless his nama is on the roll of electors 
and he produces to the presiding officc:!: ___ a 
valid electoral c2rd issued to him under the 
provisions of section 8 of the Regulation. 

13. (1) In the case of an urban con-
stituoncy comprising French 1 British and 
New' Hebridean representation, the n2.mes of 
candidate a shall be shown on ·three separate 

- , 

ballot papers of different colours according 
to such l~epresen tation? in such manner as 
shall be prescribed ~y joint decision of 
the Resident COIilll1issioners~ 

Provided that, unless the context 

otherwise requires, references in this 

as: R<t4tLA,.4h.-, LJ2£ .. a_a&l", jZ&MM;:WkQ$B;2£jM';~ 
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shall include references to sets of few'er 

than Urree ballot PQpers in ony case where 

by reason of the application of subsection 

(1) of section 16 Q poll is taken in fewer 

than three electoral categories. 

(2) In the case of all rural con­

stituencies ther~ shall be a separate ballot 

paper for each candidate; bearing only the 

name, photograph D.nc1 syrll"nol of that candidate. 

The voting p2..pers sha:J.l be of a colour chosen 
by the candidate or 11:Ls party in order of 

their declaration of candidature, subj ect 

to the approval of the Resident Commissioners. 

If no sui tabie colours rerJ.ain to be chosen 

the ballot papers s~lall be IV:b.i te. 

14. (1) Every condiclL"3.te· for election 

declare himself or herself in l"Tri ting in 

form prescribed in the Schedule not less 
one month before the date fixed for the 

elections~ His or he::.' cand:' dature shall 

shall 
the 

than 

be endorsed by five persons registered as 

electors in tha J regis-cration.area who are 

not related to him. or her. ~he form. shall 

be presented in turn to botll District Agents 

concerned, the second of Wll0ill shall issue a 

receipt for tho papers 3nd shall forward 

them to the Electoral Office at Vila. 

(2) The ~ist of c8ndidates shall be 

published at the District lJ.gen-cs ' Offices 
and (save in the case of fiTst elections) 

the Representative ~ssembly Office at least 

two weeks before the dates fixed for 

elections. 

(3) In any case lThere a candidature 

sponsored by a political party shall be 

declared by the Resident Commissioners to 

be invalid for reasons not involving fraud 
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or bad fai th1 or vrhere a candidate sponsored 

by a political party"dies after the declar­

ation of his candidature and more than fourtoen 

days before the date fixed for elections, 

another candidate sponsored by the same party 

may declarc himself or herself in the pres­

cribed manner in replacement thereof vri thin 

48 hours of such declaration of invalidity or 

notification of such death, notwithstanding 

that the period of limitation prescribed ll1 

subsection (1) hQS expircd. 

(4) Every candidate shall lodge with 

the District Agen t,g a deposit liThich shall be 

rcpaid to him only in the event that he is 

successful ll1 his candidacy or obtains such 

proportion or minimum number of the votes 

validly cast in his constituency or electoral 

category as shall bc presc::::'ibed by the 

Resident Commissioners by joint decision. 

A receipt shall oe issued for the deposit. 
The Resident Commissioners shall prescribc 

further details of the procedure to be 
adoptcd for tho lodging and reimbursomcnt 

of tho deposit as may be necessary. 

(5) Every candidate shall be required 

to adopt 1 ·vri th thc approval of the Residont 

Commissionero 9 a simple, easily recognisable 

electoral s%lbol liThich shall be printed next 

to his or her n3ID.C on the ballot paper for 

identification by voters~ 

Provided that in the case that any 

political party shall sponsor morc than one 

candidate for election, such political 

party may obtain approval of a symbol which 

may be used uith respect to each and every 

candidate for election sponsored by such 

political party. 

, 
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(6) Every c~~didate for election 

shall y if so required, supply a clearly 

defined and recent photo of himself or 

herself in full face y or allow· any person 

nominated by the ReSident Commissioners or 

the District 1~ents1 to take a suitable 
photograph of him or her. 

15. The follo':fing persons, shall not be 

eligible as candid.ates '·lhile they exercise 

their functions -

(a) the Resident Commissioners 1 the deputies 

to the Resident Commissioners, the 

District Agents and Assistant District 
Agents; 

(b) heads of departments of the Joint and 

national Administrations and their 

deputies; 

(c) Magistrates ·mLd Judges; 

(d) members of th~ Police Force; 

(e) public accounti:ng-officers of the 

Joint and national AdmL~istration; 

(f) any person holding such other office 

incompatible I'd thmembership of the 

Jillsembly as may be prescribed by 

Joint Regulation ... -

16. (1) If at the close of the period 

for nomination of candidates or upon the 

Ifi thdrmval of a candidature at any subsequent 

date, the number of caniidates standing 

nominated is equal to aM· does not exceed 

the number of members required to be 

elected in any constituency or in the 

case of an urban cons ti tuency, in any 

electoral category L~ the constituency, the 
Dist~ict .Agen ts shall forth"lvi th publicly 
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declare each of '~L:JSG pozsons to be elected 

and shall also d,:';;clar8 the result in accord­

ance with the provisions of subsection (2) 

of section 31', 

(2) I:f "tho number of candidates 

referred to in subsection (1) exceeds the 

number of I!lembe:cs '~o o'J elected a poll shall 

be JGaken in accordal1.ce 'Hi th the provisions of 

this Part ane. the public notice of declar­

ations of c8:~c1.i.dature gi von in accordance with 

section 14 shall inclu'Je a notice of a poll, 

I'Thich shall stn te the d<--:y tin which and the 

hOUYG C.U~·i2:1g \';hLcn tJ:.u poll "i'Till be taken 

togeJuhol' 1'l~.-,,'h ':1.8 si tuo;c:i en 01 each polling 

station, the d88crlp~~on of voters entitled 

to vote aJc each poJ.l:i,r.!.6 sic:.tion and all 

necessary ~L.l.fo:::'mat':'on cO:ilcerning the electoral 

proce(~U~'9 " 

by sccra c L~',llot 9 the ,':,esul'~s shall be 

ascert[L~i:.e~ cy CG1J.r~t~~~:-G th~ 70tes given to 

oa,;h c8nc1ido.·:3 8.:11 8V.:Jj ecJG to the provisions 

of subsection (~) of section 3!~· the candidates 

. corresponJi..!lg i.~ number to the number of 

meIilborc rec::.uireJ. 'co be oJ,ccted. vTho receive 

the £;reato,~t nUTil"L,,:r' of ~jotes shall be 

declared. to be eJe(~tedo 

18. Subject to section 7 of the Regulation, 

every e:C(;'~Jr sh::.:ll be re{;istered in the 

regist-ratio:: area in Ivhic'J, he or she is 

normally resident at the 'late of the closure 

of the electoral roll. 

19. Every elector (i'.1clucling an elector 

voting by proxy) shall vc to at any prescribed 

polling stc,-'oion vTithirl. ';~be registration area 

in vThich he or she is ree:; ~stered as an 

elector: 

, 
'&. 

o 
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Provided that III any rural constituency 

such elector m~y vote at liLy other polling 
station in tha.t rur:ll constituency not"vi th­
standing that it is not in the same regis­

tration area. 

20. (1) During the poll each polling 
station shall be in the charge of the pres­

iding officer assisted by two or more polling 

clerks. 

(2) A presiding officer may delegate 

to any poll:ing clerk all the pm-vers conferred 

on him by this Part. 

(3) Any presidlllg officer or polling 

clerk may be paid such reasonable remuneration 
and expenses for his services. as the Resident 
Commissioner may prescribe by joint rules. 

21 • (1) Fhere the electoral proceedings 
at any polling station are interrupted or 
obstructed by any disorder or other circum­

stances· I'lhich jn the opinion of the presiding 
officex.and at least one polling clerk makes 
it temporarily inpossible to continue the 
taklllg.of the poll, the presiding officer 
may suspend theproceedillgs until the re­

establishment of normal conditions. He shall 
then. re-open the pr~~eedlllgs until the tine 

of the closing of the poll. The reasons for 
such' suspension of the proceedings shall be 

recorded in the·report of the returning 

officer under section 36'. 

(2) , ,1Ihare the electoral proceedings 

in any registration; area are interrupted or 

obstructed bY,any circumstrulces beyond the 

control of the presiding officer of the 

nature of public disaster or emergency, which 

in his opinion make it impossible to hold the 
tal~ of the poll, he nay adjourn the 
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proceedings and inform the District J~ents 

thereof. The District .:\.gents shall report 

such adjournment to the Resident Commissioners. 

(3) ~Jhere the electoral proceedings 

are adjourned under the proviSions of sub­

section (2), the taking of the poll shall be 

deemed to be 2l1llulled 1vi th respect to each 

polling station concen1ecl. New polling shall. 

be held on a day and during the hours to be 

fixed by joint decision of the Resident 

Cor:missioners. 

(L~) If in the opinion of the presiding 

officer and at least one polling clerk v\Ti thin 0 
one hour before the time fixed for the close 

of polling, there are more electors I'Tai ting at 

the polling station than can reasonably be 
expected to be able to vote before the said 

time, the presiding officer may in his 
discretion and with the consent of the District 

Agents 9 if tho same cen be practicably obtained 9 

extend the polling period by a period not 

exceeding one houre fmy such extension of 
the polling period shall be recorded in the 

report of the returning officer made under 

section 36. 

22. (1) Each presiding officer shall be 

provided with an erJpty ballot box locked 

wi th tw'o"" padlocks having dissimilar keys 

for locking the liu of the box together 

vli th such sufficient nUElber of ballot papers 

and envelopes as in the opinion of the 

District J~ents or their representatives may 

be necessary. 

(2) Every ballot box shall be so 

constructed that the ballot papers can be 

put therein but cannot be vli thdravm therefrom 
without the box being unlocked. 

t, 
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(3) Each polling station shall be 
provided vli th -

13. 

(0.) in the case of urban constituencies, 

such number of polling booths as nay 

be necessary in which voters nay Dark 
their votes on ballot papers screened 
fron observ2.tion; 

(b) in the case of rural constituencies, 

such nuober of polling booths as Day 
be necessary in 'I1hich voters Day 
place 8 ballot paper in an envelope 
free fron observation; 

(c) in the case of urban constituencies, 
indelible pencils or ball-point pens 
to enable voters to Dark their votes 
on the b3.110t papers; end 

(d) a copy of the electoral roll for the 
conoti tuonc:'T ."'..ncl of the electoral 
lawG. 

(4) .. .' .. notice giving directions in 

English~ French and Pi<lgin for the guide..nce 
of voters in voting shall be printed in 

clearly legible characters .. and exhibited in 
a conspicuous ple.ce outsid'e and inside every 

polling station and in every 'polling booth 

therein. 

(5). Before issuing any ballot paper 

or papers to an intencling voter, the pres­
iding officer shall draw the attention of 

such voter to the notice referred to in 
subsection (4) and shall ensure that he or ' 

she understands the saQe; if necessary or 
if requested by the voter, the presiding 

officer shall orally explain the contents 
of the notice in clear, simple terms. 
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23. The presiding officer shall not pernit 

the nunber of persons ~vho are in the polling 

station at the sane tiDe for the purpose of 

voting to exceed five persons preparing to 

vote, voting or having voted, and shall 

exclude all other persons except -

(a) the appointed polling clerks; 

(b) the Resident COBr.1issioners, the 
District .Agents and the .Assistant 

District .L1gents; 

(c) any police officer or constable on 

dUtY9 \Then requested to enter by the 

presiding officBr; 

(d) any candidate or representative of 

acanc1idate appointed in accordance 

with sGction 8; 

(e) the conpanion of a disabled voter; 

(f) press representatives duly authorised 

by the Resident CODlJ.issioners. 

ImLledi2tely before the coonencenent 

of the pol19 the presiding officer shall, 

in the presence of all persons who are 
lawfully in the polling place 9 unlock the 

ballot box and show the S3Lle to be enpty. 
He shall then lock the lid of the box and 
keep it so locked throughout the whole 

period of voting. He shall retain one 

key and hsnd the renainllLg key to a polling 

clerk. 

25. (1) In the urban constituencies 9 

each elector nay vote for a number of 

candidates equal to but not exceeding the 

nuober of seats to be filled in the con­

stituency concerned as prescribed by the 

provisions of the Schedule to the Exchange 

• 
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of Notes referred to in subsection (2) of 
section 1 • Each elector I:1ust vote for at 
least one candiGate on each ballot paper. 

(2) In the rurRI constituencies, each 

elector nay vote for one candidate only, 
'Vlhatever the TIunber of seats to be filled in 
the constituency concerned. 

26. (1) For the purpose of casting votes, 

in the case of urban constituencies, each set 

of three ballot papers, and in the case of 

rural constituencies, one ballot paper, shall 

be placed in ffi1 envelope • 

(2) The envelopes shall be of a 
uniforn type, opaque, unguoned and officially 
printed or narlmd in a nanner approved by the 
Resident Coonissioners. 

27. (1) Upon entering the polling station 
and after having established his identity 
and qualification to vote, each elector shall, 
in the following order 

(a) in the case of an urb:m constituency -

(i) take an envelope and one set of 
tr~ee ballot papers being one 
each of the colours prescribed 
by joint decision of the Resident 
COI1Dissioners in accordance vTi th 
the provisions of subsection (1) 

of section 13; 

(ii) without leaving the polling 

station go into a polling booth 

in order to record his vote; 

(iii) record his vote by placing a cross 
on the right-hand side opposite 
the nane and sytlbol of each 
candidate of his preference in 



16. 

each of the ~hree ballot papers, 

provided that he shall not vote 

for Dore candidates in each case 

than there are seats to be filled 

an.d shall nO\i fail to vote for 

at least one candidate on each 

ballot paper; 

(iv) place the ballc j papers inside 

the envelope; 

(v) present hiDself to the presiding 

officer of the polling station 

viho shall \tTi-c~':.out touching it 
verify th.t he tendprs only one 

envelope; 

(vi) plnce the envelope in the ballot 

box; 

(b) in the case of a. rc..::al constituency -

(i) t~{e one ~al~v~ paper for each 

candidate for election and one 

envelope; 

(ii) vIi thout leaving the polling 

station go into the polling 

'bo~uh in order to record his 

vote; 

(iii) record ~_is vote by placing the 
ballot paper bearing the nane 
8nd syobol of the one candidate 

of. his preference L~side the 

envelope; 

(iv) leave all other ballot papers 

vdthin the pollir.1..3 booth; 

{v) present hinself to the presiding 

officer of the polling station 

viho shall 1fi the .. t touching it 

verify that he tenders only 

one envelope; 

(vi) place the envelope in the ballot 

box. 

" 
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(2) After each elector has voted, a 

polling clerk shall place his signature or 

initials opposite the naDe of the elector in 
the nargin of the electoral roll and rule out 

his or her na:::'18 , Ivhich shall indicate that 

. such registered elector has voted in that 
election at that polling station, He shall 

also endorse on the electoral card of the 

elector the date of the election in the 

place provided thereon for such purpose. 

28. A voter who has ll~advertently dealt 

with any ballot paper in such nanner that it 

cannot be conveniently used as a ballot paper 

Day? on returning it to the presidll1g officer 

and proving to his satisfaction the fact 

of the Disadventure 9 obtain another ballot 

paper in place of the ballot paper so 

returned. 

29. (1) If at the tiDe Q person applies 

for a ballot paper for tho purpose of voting, 

or after he hQS applied for a ballot paper 

for that purpose and before he has left the 

pollLng station, a candidate? representative 
of a candidate, or polling clerk declares 

to the presiding officer that he has 
reasonable cause to believe that that person 

has couoitted an offence of personation and 

undertakes to substantiate the charge in a 

court of law, the presiding officer Day 

order a police officer or constable to 

arrest that person and the order of the 

presidb~g officer shall be sufficient 

authority for the police officer or 

constable so to do. 

(2) The person against whon a 

declaration is Dade under this section shall 

not be allovred to vote. 
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,as soon as practicable, h""l the case' of a non­
New Hebridean, before the District Agent of 

the,nationali ty of the person arrested, or, 
-in the case of a NelI Hebridean,before the 
District Agent of the Pow~r controlling the 

division of the Police rorce to which the 
police O.fficer belongs. The District 
Age:'lt will immediately set in train the 
official procedure prescribed by the Rules 
of Procedure for the Courts of First Instance 

made by the Joint Court on. 29th April 1927. 

30. Any person suffE.t.'ing from a physical 

disabili ty \lThich is obvious or is verified 

by·a medical certificate a..'Yld who is thereby 

incapable of· voting by his ovm means may 
request from the presiding o~f,i?erpermission 
to be accompanied into th8 polling booth by 
another person of his choice.. The granting 
of such permission shall be recorded in the 
report of the returning officer under section 

36. 

31 • (1) It shall be the duty of the 

presiding officer' to .keep order at his polling 

station. 

(2) If any person misconducts himself 
in a polling station or fails to obey the 

lavuul orders of the :presici~<lg officer, he 
may if necessary, by order of the presiding 

officer, be immediatBly removed from the 

polling "place by a police, -officer or 
constable and' the person so" :femoved shall not, 

without the permission of'thepresiCling 

officer, again enter the polling place 

during the polling day: 

Provided that'the-pDwers conferred 

by this rule shall not be exercised so as to 

, 
to 

• 

• 
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prevent any person who is otherwise entitled 

to vote at a polling station from having an 
opportunity of voting at that polling station. 

32. (1) The public shall be admitted to 
the count of votes so long as the presiding 
officer considers that their admission will 
not hinder or obstruct the count. 

(2) The District ~1gents, shall appoint 
a suitably qualified person to be returning 
officer at each polling station. A presiding 
officer appointed Ul1der section 5 may be 
appointed returning officer and every District 
Agent and ~lssistant District .:\gent shall be 
ex officio a returning officer. 

(3) Whether polling in the territory 

takes place on the same day or on different 
days the ballot papers at each polling 
station shall be counted immediately polling 

has closed in the follo'wing manner under the 
supervision of the returning officer -

(a) the ballot box shall be unlocked and 
opened ~~d the number of envelopes 

counted by the presiding officer and 
pollL~g clerk in the manner prescribed 

e in paragraph (b). If the number 
is more or less than the number of 
marginnl signatures or initials 
recorded in accordance with subsection 
(2) of section 27, the discrepancy 
shall be stated in the report made 
under, section 36; 

(b) the presiding officer shall take the 
. ballot paper from each envelope, 
unfold it and read it aloud. The 
two polling clerks shall record the 

votes cast for each two candidates 
on individual tally sheets prepared 

for'this purpose. 

J U JUttCx: :ace 
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33· (1) The following shall be considered 

as void ballot papers -

(a) in the case of urb~~ constituencies, 

(i) any ballot paper which does not 
L~dicate clearly the names of the 

candidates in favour of whom the 

vote h~s been cast; 

(ii) any ballot paper revealing the 

name of the elector; 

(iii) any ballot paper vrithout an 

envelope or in a non-official 

envelope 9 

(iv) any ballot paper or envelope 

bearing marks enabling ident­

ification of the elector 9 

(v) any ballot paper or envelope 

bearing insulting or any remarks 

about a candidate or any other 

person; 

(vi) any ballot paper revealing that 
the elector has voted for more 

than the number of candidates 

required to be elected; 

(vii) any ballot paper on which no 

vote has been cast for any 

candidate; 

Any single ballot paper to which any of the 

foregoll~g causes of invalidity attaches 

shall render the Ivhole set of three ballot 

papers of which it forms part void: 

Provided that, where on a ballot 

paper the voter is re~uired to vote for two 

or more candidates, end by reason of his 

placing one of his crosses in such a position 

that it does not clearly indicate which of 

tvw candidates the vot~r intended to choose 

. , 
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but the othereross or crosses marked by 

him clearly indicate the candidate or 

candidates that the voter intended to choose" 
such ballot paper shall not be considered to 

be void. 

(b) in the case of rural constituencies, 

(i) any ballot paper revealing the 

name of the elector; 

(ii) any ballot paper \Vi thout an 

envelope or in a non-official 

envelope? 

(iii) any ballot paper bearing marks 

enabling identification of the 

elector; 

(iv) any b2.110t paper bearing insulting 

or any remarks about a candidate 

or any other person; 

(v) any ballot paper in envelopes 

eontainll'1g more than one ballot 

paper. 

(2)· All void ballot papers and 

envelopes shall be attached to the report 

and signed by the presiding officer~ the 

polling clerks and the returning officer. 

34. (j )ThG number of candidates in 

each rural constituency, and the number of 
candidates in each section of represent"ation 

in the urban constituencies, equal to the 

number of candidates required to be elected 

in such consti tuen,CY or electoral category, 

vTho have obtained the highest number of votes 

shall be dec12~ed to have been elected. If 

tvTO or more candidates. obtain an equal 

number of votes permitting them to be elected] 

the older or oldest shall be declared elected. 
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(2) \Vhe~Ll polling in the territory has 

taken place on different days, the results 

of the polline at each polling station shall 
not be published at the close of counting. 

The report of the returning officer under 

section 36, together vli th the ballot papers, 
envelopes 2nd other docuQonts required under 

the provisions of this P2rt to be attached 
thereto, S1l9.11 be enclosed in a sealed 
envelope or package and conveyed by safe 
means by the returning officer to the Co­
Chairmen of the appropriate Electoral 
Committee as soon as may be practicable. 

(3) The Co-Chairmen shall, after the Ct 
date fixed by the Resident CO~llissioners 
for the close of polling for the whole 
territory determllLe the overall results of 
polling for each constiJ~lency and notify 
the same to the Resident Commissioners for 

publication. 

35. The Resident Commissioners shall 
as soon as practicable after the notification 

of the results of the polling by the Co­
Chairmen of all ElectorQl Committees cause 

the same to be published locally in such 

manner as to them may seem appropriate and 

by official notification in the Condominium 

. Gazette. 

36. ( 1) iUl official report on the polling 

shall. be made in either English or French 
by the returnllLg officer of each polling 
station and submitted to the Co-Chairmen of 
the Elector21 Committee concerned. If the 

returning officer is neither a presiding 
officer nor a polling clerk he or she shall 
not be admitted to the pDlling station until 

the start of the count. 
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(2) The said report shall indicate 

the number of registered electors, the 

number of persons vJho have voted, the number 

of void ballot papers, the number of valid 
votes, the number of valid votes obtained 

by each candidate and all other information 

required by this Regu12.tion. The report 

shall be signed by the returning officer, 

the presiding officer and the polling clerks. 

It shall be countersigned by any c::"""lci.:i.d.D..t'.es 
or ·their···:tepro·sol1't::-..tivos 11ho are present. 

37. (1) .. ·;;'1Y person who -

(a) votes at an election in any polling 

station Imovring that he is not 

entitled or has ceased to be entitled 

to vote at that place; or 

(b) votes at an election more than once 

in. any registration area or areas; or 

(c) votes at an election by virtue of 

his or her qualification as an 
elector of the representatives of the 

people as '11811 as by virtue of any 
other qualification as an elector 

under this Regulation; or 

(d) except vThere casting a vote by 
proxy votes at an election as some 

other person (whether that other 

person is living or dead or is a 

fictitious person); or 

(e) declares himself as a candidate at 

an election, Imowing that he is not 

duly qualified therefor in accordance 

vTi th the provisions of this Regulation; 

or 
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(f) falsely, and ~Tith the intention of 
preventing any person from casting 
his vote, declares to the presiding 
officer that such other person has 
committed the offence of personation 

shall be guilty of an offence punishable upon 
oonviction by a fine not exceeding 20,000 FNH 
or the equivalent thereof in Australian 
dollars at the official rate of exchange 
or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
six months or by both such fine and imprison­
ment. 

(2) For the purpos es of subsection (1), 
a person 'who has applied for a ballot paper 
for tho purposes' of voting in person shall be 
deemed to have voted. 

38. Any person who shall, directly or 
indira ctly, by means . of any gift or favour, 

of DonBY or·valuable consideration, by any 
promise or favoUr of public or private 
employment or any other particular advantage, 
make 'ld th 'a vieH to inIluencing the vote of 
any elector or electors, obtain or attempt 
to obtain his vote or -their votes, or vTho 

shall watcb. l~ or them voting or attempt 
to persuade hliJ or them to abstain from 
voting .phall be guilty of an offence punish­
able en conviction by a fine not exceeding 
20,000 F.t-Jlf or' the equivalent thereof in 
Australian dollars at the official rate of 
exchange or by imprisorunent for a term not 
exceeding six months or by both such fine 
and imprisoIlLlent. 

39. Every person who shall directly or 
indirectly by himself or by any other person 

on his behalf, make use of, or threaten to 
oake use of, any force, violence or restraint, 

. , 

• 
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or inflict or threaten the infliction by 

himself or by or through any other person, 

9f any injury~daDag0, hurm, or loss, or 
in ill1y other manner practise intimidation 

upon or against any person in order to 

induce or compel such person to vote or 

refrain from voting, or by reason of such 

person having voted Jr refrained from voting, 

at any election, or vvho 'shall by 2.bduction, 

duress, or any fraudulent device or con­

trivance y impede, prevent or otherwise 

interfere ivi th the fre -; exercise of the 

right to vote of ill1Y person or shall thereby 

compel or induce any person, either to give 

or to refrain from giving his vote at ru1Y 

election, shall be guilty of an offence 

punishable upon convicti~n by a fine not 

exceeding 20,000 FNH or the equivalent 

thereof in ..:":..ustralian dollars at the official 

rate of exchange or by imprisonment for a 

term not exceeding six Bor, .ills or by both 

such fLDe andimprisonr1ent. 

40. (1) lilly person who at any election 

behaves in a violent, offensive, disorderly 

or insulting Danner shall be guilty of an 

offence punishable upon conviction by a fine 

not exceeding 20~000 FNH or the equivalent 

thereof in~ustrali~~ dollars at the official 

rate of exchange or by imprisonment for a 

term not exceeding six mon-chs or by both 

such fine and imprisorur.Bnt. 

(2) iD1Y person VIho, at any time 

after the period .Qfpolling has cODI.1enced, 

putlicly makes or broadcasts, within the 

limits of any registratia~1 area, any speech, 

address or harangue I'lhich is calculated or 

intended to persuade 'or induce any person 

to vote or refrain, f-rOEl voting, or to vote 

or refrain from voting for any cru1didate, 
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shall be guilty of an offence punishable 

upon. convi ction by a fine' not exceeding 
20,OOO'F'NH or the.. equivalent thereof in 
Australian dollars at the official rate of 
exchange or by imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding six months or by both such fine and 

imprisonment. 

41 • .lilly person "Tho at an election -

(a) interferes 1Ii th a voter when recording 
his vote orother~'lise misconducts 

himself in a polling place; or 

(b) obtains or attempts to obtain in a 

polling place, inforwation as to the 

candidates for whon any voter is 

about to vote or has voted; or 

(c) commm1icates at any time to any person 

any LQformation obtained in a polling 
place as to the candidate for I'Thom 
any voter is about ~o vote or has 

voted~ or 

(d) directly or ll1directly induces any 

voter to display his ballot paper 

.. 

• 

after he has marked the same, so as ~ 
to mako knol'm the name of any candidate 
for whom he has voted; or 

(e) forges or fraudulently defaces or 
destroys or counterfeits any ballot 
paper; ,or 

(f) 1Ii thout authority supplies any ballot 
paper to any person; or 

(g) fraudule~tly puts into any ballot 
. box any paper 'other than a ballot 

paper which he ls.authorised by law 
to put in ;' or 
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'(Ii) fraudulently ta ... ~es out of any polling 

'. place any ballot paper 9 or 

( i) viTi thou t due au thori ty takes, destroys, 

opens or otherviTise interferes with any 

ballot box or ballot paper then in use 

for the purposes of an election, 

shall be guilty of a~ offence punishable upon 

conviction by a fine not exceeding 20,000 FNH 

or the equivalent thereof in Australian 

dollars at the official rate of exchange 

or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding 

six months or by both such fine and imprison­

ment • 

.;;;P;..;;.AR=T;......;:;I;:.;:I:;....._--=E:.;:'L::.;;E;;;..;'·C:;.:T=I_ON OF REPH.ESENTATIVBS OF 

CU;3TOf.URY CHr£FS 

42. (1) The representatives of the 

customary chiefs shall be elected indirectly 

to the Representative Assembly by an 

electoral cOllege of chiefs 9 vlhich shall be 

divided into four sections, that is to say, 

one section for each administrative district. 

(2) The J_ist of electors in each 

section of the electoral college of chiefs 

shall be established by joint decision of 

the Resident Commissioners upon the 

recommendations of the District Agents 

concerned a 

43. The electoral coJ_lege of chiefs shall 

elect four members of the Representative 

Assembly, namely, one member from amongst 

their ovm number by each section of the 

college. 

44..Any member of the electoral college 

shall be:eligible for election to the 

Representative Assembly as a representative 
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of the customary chiefs by a section of 
the electoral college who resides vrithin the 

administrative district concerned. 

45. The District Agents shall be ex officio 
the returning officers for each section of 

the electoral college: 

Provided that w'here any District Agent 

is for any reason unable to perform his 
functions as a returning officer an Assistant 
District Agent or any other person duly 
appointed by the Resident Commissioners may 

act in his place. 

46. Each section of the electoral college 

shall meet for the purpose of electing one 
member of the Representative Assembly on 
such date and at such time and place as the 
Resident Comillissioners shall by joint dec­
ision prescribe f i'1hich decision shall be 
published not less than fourteen clear days 

before such date. 

47. (1) If at the time and place fixed 

for the election less than two thirds of the 
members of the section shall be present, the 
returnli1g officers shall adjourn the election 

o 

from time to time' and for such time not e 
exceeding in the aggregate forty-eight hours 
as they may see fit so as'ito allow absent 
members the opportunity to attend. 

(2) Upon the expiration of forty­
eight hours from the time, of the election 
notified under section46~ the returning 

officers shall -

(a) if not less than one half of the 
members of the section are 'present ~: '" 

forthvri th pro ceed to hold the 

election; or 

.,' 
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(b) i1 less thaJ.1. one half of the members 

of the seCtion ar,;?resent 9 forth1<Tith 

C01:ri te1"'mand' the elpction an('l submit 

~ teport theleof to the Resident 

C:ommissioners. 

(3) Upon receipt of a repor~j under 

parasraph (b) of subsection (2)9 ~he Resident 

C0mmis~io:'lers in their d iSCl'e'Gion may -

(a) appoint a date, time and place for the 

section to meet and elect a member 

of the RepresentativE: Assembly and 

the section meeting in pursuance of 

s~ch directions shall be deRmed to 
have been duly adj0'l.rned and to have 

duly net under and in accordance ,\fi th 

~"he provisions o~· sub8ection ('1); 

(b) pri;ceed de novo l.L.1.der· the ... Jrovisions 

of section 46: 

Provided that in exercise of their 

powers unJerparagraph (a) of this subsection, 

the Residant Commissioners shall not appoin'::; 

'-:,.1:" J.ata later than the ten'~h day next 

fc~lowinb the date apPolllted for the holding 

0,.1,: the election under secti on 46. 

48. (1) Each section of the el'ctoral 

college shall meet at t:,8 appointed time 
ari place in the preaen8R of the returning 

officers in order 'GO discuss the election 

of one menber and if possible to agree 

unanimously thereon withlll a reasonable 

~eriod. The returning officers shall 
+lke no part in the discussions of the 

section .. 

(2) If the section shall after a 

reasonable period reach a unanimous 

decisic1. upon the ele~tion of 
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(3) In the case that the returning 

officers are informed that a unanliuous 

choice has been made they shall in the 
presence of all electors call upon each 

elector individually to confirm that he 
agrees to the election of the member named. 

(L~) If the returning officers are 

satisfied that a member has been duly elected 
by lli~animous decision, such member shall be 

thereby elected m~d the,results of such 
election shall be declared, notified to 
the Resident Commissioners, and published 
in accordance with the. provisions of section 

57. 

(5) If, the section is unable to agree 
within a reasonable period upon the election 
of a member then an election by secret 
ballot shall forth'ld th be held under the 
supervision of the returning officers. 

(6) Before the electors of the 

section proceed with the holding of an 
election by secret ballot they shall agree 

the names of the candidates that shall be 

voted upon. 

49. (1) For the purpose of holding an 

election by secret ballot in accordance with 

the provisions of the last preceding sub­
section, the returning officers shall 
provide a ballot box and a screened pollb~g 
area together with such numbers of blank 
sheets of paper to be used as ballot papers 
and ll~delible pencils or ball-point pens 

as !.1aybe necessary. 

w .. 

• 
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(2) Every ballot box shall be so 

constructed tha,t the b:;,llot papers can be 

placed therein but cannot be vfi thdrm-m save 

as provided in section 51. 

50. (1) Each elector of the section on 

receiving his blank ballot paper shall proceed 

to the screened polling area and there write 

on his blank ballot paper the name of the 

candidate chosen by him from the list of 

candidates agreed by the section in accordance 

with subsection (6) of Section 48 and no 

other name. The elector shall make no other 

mark or writing on the ballot paper and shall 

after folding it place it in the ballot box 

in the presence of the other electors of the 

section • 

. (2) If an elector, by reason of m~y 

disability is unable to cast his vote in 

accordance Id th the provisions of subsection 

(1), he shall call the returning officers 

aside and tell them, no other person being 

near or IrVi thin hearing, the name of the 

candidate for IIThom he vdshes to vote and the 

returning officers shall record the vote of 

tl~e elector by one of them writll~g on the 

ballot paper the name of the candidate for 

vlhom the elector vlishes to vote and by both 

ini tialling the same. 

51. Juter the voting is completed the 

returning officers shall in the presence of 

the electors of the section present open 

the ballot box, vii thdrm-l the ballot papers 

and count the votes Ln such maru~er as to 

preserve the secrecy of the vote of each 

elector. 

52. A ballot paper Hhich has been filled 

up or othervTise dealt vIi th in a manner 
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contrary to the provisions of this Part shall 

be invalid and no' vote thereon shall be 
I·: 

. counted. 
' .. "/-

53 e (1 Y Hhere the number of candidates 

voted upop. is greater thant~·~o, . the returnirig 

.officers having completed. the count shall.,. 

forthwith all..'I'lounce·the names. of· the candidates 

and the votes cast for each c2ndidate. 

(2 )If any candidate lJe.s received 

more than half the votes that 1-muld have. 

been cast if each elector present b3.d cast 

a valid vote, • the retm:n.:ing office:1's shall 

declare that candidate to have bee::.'1 elected_ 

. ~as a member of the, Rep:r;es.3ntative ilss8Plbly 

as a~~repi:esentativ0';"of' :the CUS·bCIIlDry 'chiefs., 

they shall as soon as possible notify such 

declaration to ~he Resident Commissioners 

for publication. :L."'1 ac(::C)rdance with the 

provisions of section 57. 

(3) ~f no c8lJdidate':'s elected in 

accordance with the i>receding ~mbsection, 

the two candidates with the greatest number 

of votes shall be voted upon in accordance 

with the provisions of the next following 

section. 

54.. vvhere only two candidates have been 

nominated or remain to be voted upon, the 

returning officers, having completed the· 

count shall forth1-n th announce the :aame 

of the candidate :for 1-1hoB the greater 

number of votes has been given and shall 

. declare such ca..l1didate ':;0 have been elected 

.a member of the Representative Assembly 

as a represent2tive of the customary chiefso 

They shall as soon as possible notify such 

declaration to the Resid.ent Commissioners 

for publication in accordanc's with the 

provisions of sectiOn 57. 

to 

.. ,' .• 
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550, (1) In the event of equality of 

votes in a bClJ_Iot vlhere ther& are more than 
t~JO' candidat~~'the following provisions 

shall apply .:.. 

(a) if tlW candidates have an equal number 

of votes for the first place on the 

ballot a' further ballot shall be 

conducted 'in accordance lJi th section 

54 upon the names of those tlW 

candidates. 

(b) If tvw or more candidates have an 

equal number of votes for the second 

place "(5n the poll a further ballot 

, ,shall be conducted ill accordance vTith 

sectioE54~pon the names of the 

candidate vIi th the higJ:est number of 

votes,:::md the elder of' the tlW 

candidates having the second highest 

number of votes. 

(c)' If more than tHO candidates have an 

equal number of votes for the first 

place a ballot under section 5~- shall 

be held. betllJ"e en the tvw eldest 

candida.tes • 

(2) In the case of an equality of 

votes in a ballot vThere there are only tvw 

candidates, the elder, of then shall be 

declared to have been elected. 

56. (1) The returning officers shall 

upon the completion of the countll~g and 

after the result has been declared by them 

make out a formal report on the election 

to l,hich the ballot papers and any other 

relevant docuIJents shall be annexed ° The 

report shall be signed by the returning 

officers and countersigned by at least three 
electors of the section present. The report 
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shall be fOr\'larded to the Resident Commiss­

ioners who shall retain the same for not 

less than twelve months. 

57. As soon as practicable after the 
conclusion of the elections in all the 
sections, the Resident Commissioners shall 
cause the results' to be published locally 
in such manner as to them may seem appropriate 

and by official notification in the Condom­

inium Gazette.· 

PART III - -- ELECTIONS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF 

ECONar-nC INTERLSTS BY CH.f~IBER OF COMNERCE 

ELECTOR .. ffi COLLEGE 

58.. Six persons, namely, three subject to 

British jurisdiction and three to French 
jurisdiction vli thin the New Hebrides, duly 
qualified in accordance vli th section 59, shall 
be elected by the electoral college constituted 
by secti-ons 3 and 4 of the Joint Chamber of 
Commerce Regulation No. 14 of 1962 (as 
amended) to be members of the Representative 
Assembly as representatives of economic 

interests. 

59. Any person who is a menber of the 
C~mber of Commerce electoral college, is 
tv18n ty-fi ve years 0 f age or more and has 
been engaged for not less tha.ll tvlO years 
within the New Hebrides in any of the 
activities which confor the right to 
registration on tho elector2~lists of the 
Chamber of Commerce shall be eligible to 
be elected in accordance ''lith the provisions 
of this Part to the Representative Assembly. 

- 60. The election of representatives of 

-economic interests by the electoral college 

• 

• 
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of theChamb.e:rof COllmerce shall be held upon 

such date and at such time and place as the 

Resident COfJtilissioners shalJ, by joint 

decision· prescribe, vlhichc1ecision shall be 

published not less than one mpnth before 

such date. 

61 • Each elector shall cast his vote for 

not more than six candidates .1 that is to say, 

three can.didates subj ect to British juris­

diction and three candidates subject to 

French jurisdiction. 

62. Every candidate for election shall 

declare himself to the Co-Chairnen of the 

Electoral COiJBi ttee for 'eh8 Vila TOiill ltrea 

not less than fourteen clear days ·,)efore the 

date f~_xed fOl~ the electi.on and hj.s 

candidature shall be endorsed by three 

persons who are electors of the O:lamber 

of Commerce. rrhe list of candidates shall 

be published at the District l.1gents I offices 

in each administrs.ti VE; eli.strict at least 

ten clear days before t:'"!.8 cl.a-:e of the 

election. 

63. Every declaration of·candidature 

shall contain the full name &~d address of 

the candidate y ·full particulars of his 

eligibility for election as a representative 

of the Chamber of Co:om.erce. 

64. (1) If at the close of the period 

for declaration of candidatures or upon the 

vrithdrawal of any candidature subsequent 

to that date ? the number of candicb.tes 

standing noninated is equal to and does not 

exceed the 111..m.ber of members lnequj.:.ced to be 

elected to the ..:'l.ssembly or to the AsserJ.bly, 

the Co-ChairLlen of the Electoral Coomittee 

& 
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for the Vila To'i'ffi .Area shall forth'ivi th 

publicly declare each of those persons to be 

elected and shall also declare the result 
in accordance with the provisions of section 

7 5. 

(2) If the nunber of candidates 

referred to in subsection (1) exceeds the 

nunber of Benbers to be elected to the Assembly 

Q. poll shall be talcen in accordance 'iIi th the 

provisions of this Part and the public notice 

of candidates given in accordance vIi th sub­

section (1) of section 62 shall h!clude a 

notice of the pol19 v-Thich shall state the day 

on vThich and the hours during vThich the poll 

will be taken together I'd th the situation of • 

the polling station and all other necessary 

inforL1ation. 

65. (1) The votes of electors shall be 

cast on a single ballot paper vlhich shall be 

divided into tvTO parts 9 ene conto.ining the 

nwnes of candidates subject to British 
jurisdiction and the other containing the 

nanes of c~1didates subject to French juris­

diction in the lTew Hebrides. 

(2) Every elector shall cast his or 

her vote by naking a cross 1vi th en indelible 

pencil or ball-point pen in the blank space 

provided for tl:.is purpose at the righthand 

side of the six candidates of his or her 

choice .. 

(3) The Co-Chairmen of the said 

Electoral Cormittee shall cause the ballot 

papers to be printed in sufficient nunbers 

and sent to the polling stations at Vila 

and Santo. 

. . 
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66. Ther.e shall be a polling station in 
each of the to-vms of Vila and Santo established 
by the District Agents and s·,<.pervised on 

polling day by a presiding officer assisted 
by tvlO literate members of the electoral 
college vTho are not candidates for election. 
The polling stations shall remain open for 
eight consecutive hours. The provisions of 
sections 7, 20 and 31 shall apply to such 
polling stations. 

67. (1) The polling at each polling 

station shall be u.."lder the supervision and 
control of a presiding officer appointed by 
the District .li.gen ts jointly. 

(2)' If there a7:"e mere than two 
electors presont \rho volunteer to assist the 
presiding officer the youngest and the 
oldest of them sha.ll be appointGd .. 

68. (1) Every vote shall be cast by placing 
. a cross in tllG space prol.rideJ at the right­
hal1.d side of the .. names of the candidates of 
the elector I s choice and placing the ballot 
paper in an envelope .. 

(2) Such Gnvelope shall be supplied 
by the Resident Commissioners and shall be 
of auntiorm type, opaque, 1IDgummed and 
marked with a stamp allthorised by the 
District Agents .. 

(3) The said envelopes shall be sent 

to each polling station in sufficient time 
beforG the elGction an1 shal~ be equal in 

number to the number of Glec-cors on the 

nominal roll. 

(4) . Each presiding officer shall 

immedi~tcly ensure that the number of 
envelopes corresponds exactly with the 
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number of names on the nominal roll and shall 

acknowledge receipt of the said envelopes; 

he shall on polling day make them available 

in the polling station to the electors. 

(5) Before polling begins 9 the polling 

officers shall also verify that the number of 

envelopes corresponds exactly with the number 

of persons registered on the nomll1al roll. 

(6) If for any reason the number of 

envelopes shall be deficient, the presiding 

officer shall replace them by others of a 

uniform type and shall mark them with an 

official stamp. 

(7) The presiding officer shall 

record any such substitution of envelopes 

in the official report made in accordance 

with section 72 and a sample stamped 
envelope of the type used shall be attached 

thereto. 

69. ( 1 ) On en toring the polling station, 

every elector shall, after having established 

his identity to the satisfaction of the 

presiding offic8r, in the follOl'ling order -

.. 
, . 

• 

(a) take one envelope and one ballot paper; ~ 

(b) l{i thout leavll1g the voting room vli th-

draw unaccompanied to the screened 

polling area where he shall Bark a 

cross in the space provided on the 

righthand side of each of the names 

of the candidates of his or her 

choice and place the ballot paper 

folded in the envelope 9 . 

(c) show the presiding officer, who shall 

satisfy himself l'li thout touchll'lg it, 

that he carries only one envelope; 
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(d) place the envelope in the ballot box. 

(2) After each elector has voted, a 

mark shall be made opposite his name on the 

nominal roll by one of the polling assistants. 

70. lliter polling has closed~ the votes 

shall be counted in the follovling Danner -

(a) the ballot box shall be opened and 

the nuwber of envelopes counted; if 

the number is greater or smaller than 
the number of marginal marks on the 

list of electo:i.'s, such discrepmlCY 

shall be recorded in the official 

report; 

(b) one of the polling assistants shall 

talce the b2.11ot paper from each 

envelope and sho:.ll read it aloud; 

(c) the other pollD~g assistant shall 
Iilark the names vJTi tten on the ballot 

papers on individual tally sheets 

prepared for this purpose. 

71. Votes cast in an election uJlder this 

Part for representatives of econonic 

ll~terests shall be inv2li2 in the circum­

stances specified L~ paragraph (a) of sub-

.section (1) of section 33. 

72. (1) At the close of counting of the 

votes, the presiding officer shall declare 

the number of votes cast for each candidate. 

He shall prepQre a report in" triplicate in 

English or French, 1vhich shall be signed 
by him and CO~1 tersignod by 'the hro pollirig" 

assistants 8.J."'1d shall forvmrd tvlO copies' 

thereof to the Electoral Commission for the 

Vila Tmffi Area retaining the t,hird copy for 

his own records. 
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(2-) The report shall show the number 

of persons registered on the noninal roll, 

the' nULlberof persons voting ~ the number of 
void ballot p.J.pers 9 the number of -valid votes 

and the number of votes cast in favour of 
each 'candidate together vii th all other 

irifor6ation reQuired by this Part. 

73. Every elector shall be entitled to 

challenge the regularity of the voting 
procedure by I.13,king a written or verbal 
complaint to the Co-Chairmen of the Electoral 
Disputes Committee in accordance vIi th the 

provisions of section 94. 

7L~. The Co-Chairr,len of the Electoral 
Committee for the Vila Toml Area shall , 

collate the reports froD the polling stations 
in Vila and Santo together with the votes 
counted in accordance llith section 82 and 
determine the overall results of the 
elections. The overall results shall be 
deterwined by ascertainlllg the three candid­
ates subject to British jurisdiction and the 
three candidates subject to French juris­
diction who have in each case gained the 

highest'nunber of votes. 

75. The Co-Chairnen of the said Electoral 

COmTJ.i ttee shall then forthv'li th declare the 
results of the elections and notify the 
same to the Resident Conwissioners for 
publication in the manner provided by section 

57. 

76. fiTlY elector "rho will be unable to 
vote in person or at the polling station 
at Vila or SrultO on the day prescribed 

. for the election in accordan.ce lli th section 
60 may. send a vrritten application to the 
Co-Chairmen of :the Electoral Committee for 

.. 
, . 

• 
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the Vila Tmm ~:.rea not less th3J.l 21 clear 

days before 'the date of the election th2.t he 

be allowed to vote in. accordance "tvi th the 

. provisions of section 78~ 

Provided that·the said Co-Chairmen may 

at their discretion accept such application 

up to ten cle81~ days before the said date if 

they consider that the proper conduct of the 

election vlill not be affec·ced thereby. 

77. (1) Every such elector shall be sent 

a written notification that his name has been 

registered on the nominal roll and shall be 

informed of the location of the nearest 

polling station prescribed ur'.,:er the provisions 

of section 4 and the date on which polling for 

election of representati ve:3 of the people will 
take place Qt such polling st2~ion. 

(2) The Electorcu .Comrnt ttee for the 

Vil2. Tovm area shall fu.C'nish to each of the 

polling stations mentioned above the approp­
riate number of vOtL~g papers. 

78. On the date notified to him such 

elector shall cast his vote by atte~ding the 

polling station notified to him, and on 

entering such polling station shall, after 

having established h:'s identity to the satis­

faction of the presidin::s o:fficer -

(a) take from the prcsidj:i.1g officer an 

envelope containing OT.CO ballot paper, 

a smaller voting envelope and a large 

envelope; 

(b) without leaving the voi~ing room wi th­

draw Q~accompanied to the screened 

polling area ivhere be sr.l.all mark on 

the ballot paper a crOS8 in the space 

provided on the right ha-.::/1. side of each 

of the names of the candidates of his 

or her choice and place the ballot 

paper folded in the voting envelope; 
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(c) sho~'; the presiding officer, vIho shall 
satisfy himself Ivi thout touching it 

that he carries only one voting 
envelope; 

(d) in the presence of the presiding 
officer place the voting envelope in 

the Inrger envelope; and 

(e) hand the larger envelope to the 
presiding officer, vIho shall there­

upon seal it. 

79. (1) Every sealed envelope containing such 
a vote shall be kept in safe custody by the 
presiding officer of the polling station 
concerned until polling has closed at that 
station and shall on the close of the counting 
of the votes be sent unopened· \"lith the report 
made under Section 36 to the Electoral Committee 
for the District in which the polling station is 
situated. The Co-Chairmen of the Electoral 
Committee shall, at the closure of polling in 
that District open all such sealed envelopes anl 
count the votes so C8.st in the presence of two 
electors. 

(2) The Co-Chairmen of the Electornl 
Committee shall, after counting the votes submit 
a report to the Co-Chairmen of the Electoral 
Commi ttee for the Vila IrOWfl Area w'hich shall be 
collated with t6e reports received by them in 

accordance with Section 74. 

PART IV - ELECTION OF REPRE'3EHT1,-TIV:~S OF 
ECONONIC INTERESTS BY TH:'3 CmrrUTTEES OF THE 

FED~RATIONS OF CO-OPER.ATIV2 SOCIETIES 

80. (1 ) Thre'e members shall be elected to 
the Representative Assembly as representatives 
of economic interests by anelectoro.l college 
compriSing the members of'the Committees of the 
New HebrideanCo..;,operative Federation Limited 

, . 

., 
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and of the Syndicat des Co-operatives Autochtones 
Sous Contrale FyanQais sitting together. 

(2) Any person Ivho ho.s baen ap'Jroved by ~vhe 

Committee of the Federation or Syndicat 1 as the 

case may be, shall be eligible for election as a 
member of the Representacive Assembly by the 

said electoral college who is tlIenty-fi ve years 
of age or more and has belonged for not less 

than two ye2,rs -Go any registered and active 

co-operative society. 

(3) At least one member of a co-operative 

society Ilithin the membership of each of New 

Hebridean Co-operative Federation Limited and 

the Syndicat des Co-operatives Autochtones So1.1S 
Contrale Frangais shall be elected. 

81 • The election of representatives of 
economic interests by the electoral college of 

the said federations of co-operative societies 

shall be held upon such dcte and at E'uch time 
and place in Vila as the Resident Con~issioners 
shall by joint decision :prescribe, 'dhich 
decision shall be published not less than one 
month before such date. 

32. The District l~;'Sents for Central 

Distric~ No. 1 shall be ex officio the 

returning officers for the electoral college: 

Provided that if ej-i;her District 

Agent is for any reason lL~able to perform his 
func tions as a re-curning officer an Assistant 

District Agent may act in his place. 

83, (1) If at the time and place f:'.xed for 

the election fevwr than t1,vo-thirds of the 

memoers of the electoral college are present 1 

the returning officers 3hall adjourn the 

election from time to time and for such time 

not exceeding in the aggregate forty-eight 
hours as they may see fit so as to allow 

absent members the oppor-Guni ty to attend. 
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~', {2}: Upon, the expira""Glon of forty-eight 

hours froLl -'che time of the election notified '.~" 

under secti~nE.1. the returning officers shall -

(a) if not few"er than one-half of the 

members of the electoral college are 

present, forthwith proceed to hold 
the elec-'cion; or 

(b) if feuer than one-half of the 

members of the electoral college are 

present 1 forthuith countermand the 
election and submit a report thereof 

to the Resident COIi1missioners. 

(3) Upon receipt of a report under ct 
paragraph (b) of [3ubsection (2), the Resident 
Commissioners in their discretion may -

(a) ap)oint a de-te, tiBe and place for 

the electoral college to meet and 
elect three members of the 

Representative Assembly and the 

electoral college meeting in 

pursuance of such direction shall be 

deemed to havo been duly adjourned 

and to have duly met under and in 

accordance '\.Ji th the provisions of 
subsection (1)~ or 

(b) proceed ££ novo under the directions 
of section 81 : 

Provided that in exercise of their. 
powers under paragraph (a) of this subsection, 
the ReSident Comn1issioncrs shall not appoint any 
date later than the tenth day next following the 
date appointed for the holding of the election 
under section 81. 

84~ (1) The electors shall meet 8..t the 

appointed time and place in the presence of the 
returning officers in order.to discuss the 

election of three nerabers and if possible to 
agree unanimously thereon. :1'he returning 

o 

, . 
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officers shall take no part in the discussions. 

(2) If the electors shall after a 

reasonable period has elapsed since the 

commencement of its discussions reach a 

unanimous decision upon the election of three 

members, the electors shall inform the returning 

officers of their,decision. 

(3) In the'case that the returning 

officers are' informed that a 'lmanimous choice 

has been made they shall in the presence of all 
electors c8..11 upon e2,ch elector individually to 
confirm that he agrees to the election of the 

menbors named. 

(4) If the returning officers are satisfied 

that three 121embers have been duly elected by 

unanimous decision, such members shall be thereby 

elected and tho results of such election shall be 
declared, notified to the Resident Comnissioners, 

and published in accordL'.nce with the provisions 

of section 57. 

(5) If the electors are unable to agree 

unanimously upon the election of a :QeIJ~Jer then 

an election by secret ballot' shall forthvTi th be 

held under the sLlpervision of the returning 

officers. 

85. (1 ) For t~18 purpose ~f holding an 
election by secret ballot in accordance with· the 

provisions of tho last prec,eding subsection , 

the returning officers shall thereupon 
provide a ballot box and a screened polling area 

together vli tll such numbers of blo.nk sheets of 
paper to be used as ballot papers and indelible 

pencils or ball-point pens as may be necessary. 

(2) Every ballot box shall be so 

constructed that the ballot pa:pers can be 

placed therein but cannot be ~'Tithdrm'm save as 

provided in section 87. 
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86. ~.(1) Each el~ctor of ~he electoral college 

shall on receiving hi~ blaru{ ballot paper 
proceed to the screened. polling area and there 

l<1-ri te all his blank ballot paper the n2.Iile of the 

three candidates chosen by him and no other 

name. The elector sh2:,ll oake no other mark or 

vrri ting on the ballot papeT and shall after 

folding it place it in the ballot box in the 

presence of the other electors of the electoral 

college. 

(2) If an elector is unable by reason of 

any disability to cast his vote in accordance 

• 
,. 

vJi th the provisions of subsection (1), he shall 

call the returning officers aside and tell thew, 

no other person being near or ,\'Tithin hearing, 

the nanes of the candidates for uhom he uished 

to vote and the returning officers shall record 

.the vote of the elector by eme of them w-ri ting 

on the ballot paper the nar1CS of the three 
candidates for vJI-lOll the elector llishes to vote 

and by both initialling the same. 

87. After the voting is completed, the 

returning officer shall forth1"Ji th in the :prescnce 

of all the electors of the elcctoral college 

o 

open the ballot box, ~·Ti thdrmf the ballot papers 0 
and count the votes in such nanner as to preserve 

the secrecy of th~ vote of each elector. 

88. A ballot paper \Jhich has been filled up 

or otherwise dealt uith in a manner contrary to 
the provisions of this Part shall be invalid and 
no vote for any nenbGr thereon shall be counted. 

89. The returning officers on completion 

of the counting of the votes shall forthwith 

announce the names of -

(a) the c8.ndidate with the greatest 

nUTlber of votes who is a menber 

of a co-operative society within 
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the Elenbership of the Nevl Hebrides 
Co-operative Federation Linited; 

(b) the cundidate 1fith the greatest 

nunbor of votes vvho is a DeDter 

of a co-operative society within 

the rJenbership of the Syndicat des 

CooDerativos Lutochtol1es sous 

Controle Frangais; and 

(c) the candidate~ otLer than those 

naned in accordance 'Ivi th paragraph 

(a) and (b) above, with the 

greatest nuober of votes. 

90. The returning officers shall then 

declare such candidates to have been elected 

wenbers of the Representative Assenbly as 

representatives of econonic interests. 

91 • (1) In tho el:-ont of an oquali ty of votes 

being cast for any candidates, such votes being 
sufficient for anyone of then to be elected, the 
elder or eldest of then shall be declared 
elected. 

(2) For the avoi~ance of doubt it is 
hereby declared tha'~ 'where the ~)rovisions of 

subsection (1) have been applied in the case of 

a candidate who hc'.,s been thereby elected in 

nccord2.nce with paragr2..ph (a) or (b) of Section 
89 the next eldest of the candidc.tes for th2.t 

seo..t shall, in the event th2..t he h['.s nore votes 

than o..ny othor remo..lnlng candidatL, be elected 
to the third seat inaccordo..nco 1tTi th p::,.ragrc.ph 

(c) of Section 89. 

92. (1) The returning officers sh<).ll upon tho 

conplotion of tho c014~ting o..nd after the results 

havo been declared by them, a:::.1I::o out a fOTIlnl 

report on tho elections to \'fhich the b::.llot 

pnpers [md nny othor relev[,.llt docunents 
required t.mder this Pnrt 811[',11 bo annexed. 

The report shall be ~ignea by the returning 
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officers and countersigned by at least 

three electors of the electoral college 

present. 

(2) The reporc shall be forvTarded 

to the Resident Commissioners who shall 

retain the same for not less than t'wel ve 

months. 

93. As soon as pr8.cti:~ablc after the 

conclusion of the election~ the Resident 

Commissioners shall cause the results to be 

published locally in such manner as to them 

may seem approp~iate and by official 
notification in the·: -:: - ')minium Gazette. 

PlhttT V !VII S CEIJL.A~TJ)US PROVIS IONS 

94. (1) Every olecto:.... shall have the 

right to challenge the T6gularity of the 

poll in the constituency or the electoral 

college in vThich he or she is registered 
by means of orJ,l 0::: I'Trj-J ten representations 

made to the CO--Ch8_~~:t'mC:ll of t:10 Electoral 

Disputes Committee appointed by Joint 

Decision of the -Resid.,cni Commissioners 

within a perioJ of fourtGen clear days 

from the date of publication by the Resident 

Commissioners of the r(;s-ul ts ()f the poll. 

(2) Representa-;-iollS made under 

sub~section (1) shall 8lecify each of the 

grounds giving rise to the petition and 

shall cleexly express a.3 its obj ect either -

(a) that the oJ_ec·ji..on of a c8ndidate 

declared eleded<:e· declared void; or 
~ 

(b) that the e~ ec :~io:1 of a candidate 

declared J]_ec ced -iJ8 declared void 

and thEd c tJothGY' candidate be 

declared e~J?cted in his place; or 

o 
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(c) that the election in eny constituency 

or constituencies be declared void. 

(3) The Electoral Disputes Committee 
shall be empovwred to make all such enquiries, 

to examine all such documents and to hear all 
such evidence as it may consider necessary for 

the determination of such representations. 

(4) The decision of the Electoral 

Disputes Committee shall be communicated 
wi thou t delay to the elector making the 

representations and to all persons whose 

election is the subject of such represent­

ations 'who may 1 vli thin a period of fourteen 

clear days from the date on vlhich such 

decision ,laS Ci yen or such longer time as 

the Joint Court may for good reason allow, 

appeal to the Joint Court 1rJhich shall hear 

and determine such appeal and whose decision 

thereon.shall be final. The Joint Court may 

make rules of procedure to be observed in ., 

relation to appeals presented ID1der this 

subsection. 

(5) The Electoral Disputes Com.mi~~ee, 
on the expiration of the period of fourteen 

clear days from the date of its decision, or 

the Joint Court, in the case of an appeal 

from the decision of the Electoral Disputes 

Committee, shall forthwith communicate its 
decision to the Resident Commissioners irho 

shall take all proper meaS~ITes for its 
execution. 

95. (1) For the purposes of calculating 

any proportion of electors of an electoral 

college under the foregoing provisions of 

this Regulation, if the exact proportion is 

not a whole number of electors the proportion 

shall be deemed to be the next highest whole 

number of electors above such exact proportion. 
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(2) In any caso vihore it is a require­
ment of thisRcG~lation or any joint decision 
made hereunder that an action nmst be taken 02' 

c·~mpleted' ona date prescribed herein or in 
any joirit decision :clade hereunder, the period 
allov,ed for cOTJplotion of that action shall 
expire at 1800 hours on the day so named. 

96. This Regulation may be. ci ted as the 
Representati va iJ.ssembly (:elections) Regulation 
No. 30 of 1975 and shall COLle into operation 
on the date of its publication in the 
Condominiun Gazette. 

~ at Vila this fifteenih day of September 1975. 

The Resident Commissioner 
for the French Republic 

R. GJ.~UGER 

): 

Her Britannic r,Taj esty IS 

Resident CODDissioner 

R. \'l.H. DU BOUL.::"Y 

"'. , .. 

o 

o 
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THE SCHEDULE (Section 1L~ (1)) 

DECL'::.R ... lTION OF C .. .':.NDID.ti.TURE 

.i~ RBPRESENT ... IrIVE OF THE PEOPLE 

TO THE DISTRICT '::..GENTS ",~T (district) 

I, .••..••.•... 0 00 ••• g • • • • 0 • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • ". (full name) 

of ......... 0 " •••••• o ••••••• 0 • • • • • • • • •• (norlnal place 
of residence) 

being aged tv-Ten ty-fi ve years or more, 

registered on the electoral roll for •..•.••....•.••...••• 

•••••.•.•••...... -. .•. (registr2tion area. in constituency 

(1 ) concerned)..Q! being entitled to be registered on the 

ele ctoral roll for ....... 0 ••••••• 0 0 0 •• 0 • 0 ................ . 

(registration area in constituency concerned) within 

the time prescribed by 1m; 

and being normally resident in the New Hebrides 

DO BERBBY DECL.LRE myself as a candidate for election 

to the Representative .Lissembly as a representative 

of the people for .••.................... ( constituency) . 

D1i.TED at this day of 19 • 

••• o •• oso ••• e •••.••••••••••••• 

(Signature of candIdate) 
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ENDORSEr,IENT OF CiJNDID.il.TE (2) 
Name Ad.dress Occupation 

1. • .... ' ••• ~ . 0' e' • ~ • • eo •••• tJ •••••• • ••••• •• ' •••••• II 

2. • ••••••••• II • e'. 
. . . . 

• •••••• CII ...... . 
. . · .............. . 

3. • ........ -.. ... . ". · ......... .. " .. · ............. . 
4. . ............ . • • ~ • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • 

5. • .•.....•.... 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • p • · ............. . 
(1) Delete where inapplicable •. 

(2) To be signed by persons not related to candidate 

and vTho are rcgisterGd as electors in the constituency 

concerned. 

(3) This forB shall be pr:)sentcd to the t"vo District 

Agents in. turn, who shall sign it. The second of 

then shall send it to ,the Electoral office at Vila, 

and shall give the candidate the receipt set out 

below. 

RECEIPT II 

Received frum £iIr/Mrs/Niss •••••••...•• 0 •• 0 •••••••••••••• 

this ... eo. O' ••. day of "". ~ " . '" 0 • 0 ••• " •• 1 9. 0 • • a 

declaration of candidature for the election of me@bers of 

the Representative .... lsseLlbly to be held during the Donth of 

••• 0 •• 0 •• 000.000' •••• 1900 0 • 

Signed . eo •••••• 0 .... CI 0 • 0 ••••• a 0 •• 

British/French District l~ent 

for ••••.••••••••...••..• District. 

o 

o 



o 

, -
ANN E X E (article 149 paragrap 

DECLARATION DE CANDIDATURE EN QUALITE DE REPRESENTANT DE LA 

AUPRES DE f'lESSIEURS LES DELEGUES DE ••••••••••••••••••••••• • i . 

• • Co Co •••• 0' •••••••••••• G .......... 0 •• " 01 I) 0 • ( C ire a n s c rip t ian Adm i 
" 

J 8 SOU S s i 9 neG. III •••• Co ••• 0 0 ••• e 1'1 •• (j .:.:.0 11' ••• CI It It " •••••••••• 

. " 

" 1 ) 

de .. 000 ... e8e •••••••••••••••••••• oo ••• o •••••••• "' •••••• (residence habitueile) 

age de 25 ans au plus~ 

inscrit sur les listes electorales de ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

••••••••••••• (ilot de recensement dans la Circonscription electorale concernse) 

DU (1) habilite 3 etre inscrit sur les listes slectorales de ••••••••••••••••• 

•• aoo ••• o •••••• O.CI • ., ....... ., •••••••• oo.OO •••• O ••••••••••••• o.a •••••• o •••••••• •• 

(Ilot de recensement dans la Circonscription electorale concerns e) dans les 

delais prevus par la reglementation 1 et residant normalement aux N.H. 9 

DECLARE me porter candidat pour l'election a l'Assemblee Representative en 

qunlite de reprssentants de la population de ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••••• 00 D. 0' •• 000 ••• 00 00 eo ••••• 000.00 0 ooao •• Q 0 

CAUTIONNEMENT DE CANDIDATURE (2) 

NOr'lS 

200000000.80000. 

3 •.••• c ••• oo.e.o 

(1) rayer la mention inutile 

Le 

ADRESSES 

Circonscription electorale ) 

19 

•••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 

(signature du candidat) 

PROFESSION 

(2) signature de personnes sans lien de parente avec le candidat et inscrites 
comme electeur dans la Circonscription Electorale concernee. 

(3) Ce formulaire doit etre presente successivement aux deux Delsgues qui le 
signeront. Le dernier transmettra le formulaire au bureau electoral de 
Port-Vila et delivrera a l'interesse le recepisse ci-dessous. 

Le Delsgue Britannique Le Delegu~ Frangais 

----------~--~---~------------~.-~-----------~---------------------~~--------------------
RECU de Monsieur (Mme ouMelle) 0000 .oco •• .,o •••••• oot 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

18 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• une declaration de candidature pour 

les elections ~ l'Assemblee Repr~sentative. Mois de 

Le D~18gu8 de 




