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Juelgment neeA) 1~/G3 
of 2nd Septenber 1963 

,TOINT COURT O~' '.um ITE';/ TIEBRIDES 

C ONDOl,:THrm,! v. lIANRE of ERATAP 

Tho aCGu:lo,l YiftS chnrced before tho Joint Court on a first 
,count tlL'1t on a. my UnlcnOl'n1 bdY;eCll 26'l;h ,Tuly 1963 and 17th AUL;ust 1963 
ert Ewontn.u on I;ho island of ;~rate in Central D:i,strict No.1, he broko 
fl,nd entere(l the (l,'wllinG hou::.e of DICK LOUre!": anel lllole Jhcroin t he sum \ 
of forty seven pouncls nnd seventeGl1 shillings thc property of tl)) saiel 
DICK LOUITE ; o..'1d on a second count that on the 18th Aut;us'\; 1963 at 
Ewentau on the i:;1o.n(1 of Efate in Central District No.1 he attempted 
to r)renk Dnd onter the tlweUil1-C house of DICK LOUITE vlith intent to 
steal therein. To both these Cl1'lr[';es the accused pleaded not L;uiUy. 

'rhe complainnnt, DICK !;oUITE, infonneu the COUl't that on the 
26th July he left his hO!!le at Ewentnu and went to the village of Eratap. 
HCl said he closed one deor of his house on 1.;110 inside and fastened the 
second door w:i.th ,lire, which'l"{fts at tachet1 to 0. bont nail. 'i'here are 
only trIO doors to the house. He 31).i,1 he l'oturned 011 the lOth AUGust and 
found that the cloor which he hall fastened on the outside was open, and that 
the wiro \'las broken. He saio, tho.,'t; 0. vlindow on the house had been .!Fushed. 
in an(1 fallen on the bed n.nd tho.t a box which he kept looked and which 
contained money W!.lS openecl an'l tho money vms Gono. He ropcrted thG 
facts to the Chief of tho vilIS-GO a11(l as Co result of a conversation with 
him returned 1;0 the house later and having Got his wifG to close the 
d.oor from the outsi.de he rcmaineel insiele and. kept watch. Soo.e time 
later the accuseel arrive 0_ (md aftor lonkin£; around in a furtive manner 
o,pproachoel the <loor and pushed it f'orcefuUy. The vii tness ro.iel that 
not having achieved succer:,f, rlith this door, the person whom he identified 
as the accused trieel to 1'1.1311 in 1;110 other ,l.oor. Again being unsuccess­
fIll he wont to the window and. trio(l to push this in, at "hich time the 
witness \'lent outside an(l SpOlc8 1;0 thc accused. He s aid that ha told 
the accused to i71J.it unti1 ho, the witness, fetched his Ylife, 1)1.1t that 
the a.ccused said he must leo.ve as there ),Ias troublo in the villaee. The 
witness loft to fetch his wife but on his return the accused. had de-
ported. The witness later told. tho Court that he cha];1eneed the 
accused with steali~ the money but th!l.t~hiD was denied. The witnells 
eave evidence as to the amount of money that was orieiIk'l.l1y in tho box 
und the amount that ho found 011 his 1'0 turn Oil the occam,) n when he 
£b und the box opcne(l. 

The accused eleoteil to give ovidClnoe on oath. He uiJmitted that 
011 the oocasion v/hen the oomplainant was in the house he went to it as 
he had some money vlhich he wishod to pew to the complainant. He said 
it \las not his intention to brca.l~ into the house when he pushed I;ho 
doors and vlindo\'ls but di(l so J:'el'ely to attract the attention of tho 
oomplaimnt \moMhe tho~ht was asleep inside. He s aiel that v/hen he 
was pushi11G the windoYis tho coroplrdru:mt orune out and accused him of 
steaUnc money on the rrevious occasion. Tho accused emplntioalJ.y 
denied this to the complaimnt and persisted in his deninl ill Courl:;. 

The Court adjourned to oonsider its verdict and after oonsultation 
found the aocused not guilty. 

DA'.r:m at Vila this 2nd day of September J9G3 ./. 
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